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BY MADINA TOURE

Community Board 7 voted 
against approving a proposal 
seeking to build affordable 
housing at  Municipal Lot 3 in 
Flushing because a portion of 
the units would also be allo-
cated to residents living in the 
coverage areas of Community 
Boards 3 and 4. 

The project, known as One 
Flushing, consists of 231 af-
fordable apartments and a su-
perintendent’s unit at the lot at 
133-45 41st Ave. , which would 
include 66 units of low-income 
senior housing.

The project would also pro-
vide up to 229 parking spaces, 
which would be 73 more than 
the current 156 spaces at the 
lot. 

In April, HPD Commis-
sioner Vicki Been chose Asian 
Americans for Equality, 
HANAC Inc. and Monadnock 
Development for the project’s 
development team.

The city Department of 
Housing Preservation & De-
velopment’s affordable hous-
ing lottery rules mandate that 
current and eligible residents 
of the local community board 
receive preference for 50 per-
cent of the units. 

But an HPD spokeswoman 

BY GABRIEL ROM

Bayside High School began 
an early celebration of its 80th 
anniversary, making it one of 
the oldest public schools in the 
five boroughs.

At a ceremony Saturday, 
U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-
Flushing), state Assemblyman 
Ed Braunstein (D-Bayside) and 
state Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bay-
side) gathered with students, 
staff and alumni of the storied 
school to mark the occasion. 
The lawmakers presented 
proclamations declaring the 
importance of the school and 
the significance of the anni-
versary. 

Opened in 1936, and built 
during the Great Depression, 
Bayside High School was the 
first in the city to be construct-
ed with federal funds from the 
New Deal-era Public Works 
Administration. The school 
cost $2.5 million.

Gregg Sullivan, chairman 
of the Friends of Bayside High 
School, ran through many of 
the great historical events the 
school had borne witness to.

“This school takes us 
through a number of great 
human events,” he said. “The 
Great Depression, World War 
II, the Korean and Vietnam 
wars and the J.F.K. assassina-
tion.

Continued on Page 18Continued on Page 18
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BY MADINA TOURE

The Queens North VICE 
Unit made 31 arrests, mostly for 
unlicensed masseur offenses, 
during inspections conducted 
at 18 spa locations throughout 
the 109th Precinct’s coverage 
area, according to the precinct 

and the NYPD. 
The charges include un-

authorized practice profes-
sion—practicing a profession 
without a license— or prosti-
tution-related charges, the Po-
lice Department said. 

Deputy Inspector Michael 
Cody, commanding officer of 

the Queens North VICE Unit, 
had his team concentrate on 
the quality-of-life issues con-
cerning the proliferation of 
spas throughout the commu-
nity. 

Thomas Conforti, com-
manding officer of the 109th 

Continued on Page 58Four people were arrested at a foot spa at 36-41 Prince St. in Flushing, 

At the party to announce plans for Bayside High School's 80th anniversary, an impromptu reunion 
of retired teachers gets a kick out of the 1996 yearbook, the last year they were all together, including 
Martha Weiss (l-r), Judy Fluss, Jumara Aschettino, Judith Sachs, Betty Krattinger and Helen Skourac.    

Photo by Michael Shain

CB 7 rejects 
housing plan 
in Muni Lot 

Arrests made at NE Queens spas 

Bayside HS marks 80 years
Elected offi cials, alumni commemorate one of city’s oldest schools
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Nearly a year before a 
woman shot herself in front of 
the Beauty Forever Salon in 
Bayside Monday morning, she 
had sent a letter to the Bayside 
Times asking for a story to be 
done on her legal dispute with 
the spa.

A reporter attempted to fol-
low up on her claims but was 
not able to corroborate her 
story.

At about 9 a.m. Monday, a 
67-year-old woman got out of 
an older model Buick outside 
the salon at 36-36 Bell Blvd. 
and killed herself, according 
to an officer from the 111th 
Precinct who responded to the 
scene. She died instantly.

According to a receptionist 
at Beauty Forever, the woman 
made no attempt to enter the 
premises at any point before 

she committed suicide. 
“She just did it,” the recep-

tionist said. She also said the 
shooting was a tragedy and 
shocked the salon. 

The manager of the spa de-
clined to comment on the inci-
dent.

Several hours later, a 
seven-page letter arrived at 
the Bayside Times labeled “A 
Deathbed Statement.” Police 
confirmed that the letter was 
from the dead woman, who it 
turned out was the same per-
son who had contacted the pa-
per last spring.

The neatly typed letter was 
written last Friday, three days 
before the incident, and post-
marked Saturday.

In the letter she expressed 
pronounced frustration at the 
state of a Small Claims Court 
case she had brought against 
the Beauty Forever Salon be-

cause the legal proceedings 
had stretched on for more than 
a year. 

The woman, whose iden-
tity the paper has withheld, 
described the travails and per-
sonal struggles she confronted 
during her life.

The letter also recounted a 
trip she took to Virginia to pur-
chase the gun that apparently 
was used in the incident. Ac-
cording to the letter, she origi-
nally planned to buy a gun in 
Pennsylvania but was not able 
to do so. She later traveled to 
Virginia with the intention of 
purchasing a firearm at a gun 
shop but instead bought a gun 
in a private sale from another 
individual.

Reach reporter Patrick 
Donachie by e-mail at pdonach-
ie@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

BY MADINA TOURE

Flushing residents met 
with farmers from Golden 
Earthworm Organic Farm 
over the weekend to formally 
launch the 2016 season for 
Flushing Community Sup-
ported Agriculture, a volun-
teer community group that 
provides families with local-
ly grown organic food.

The “Meet the Farmer” 
forum, held at the Quaker 
Meeting House at 137-16 
Northern Blvd. Sunday, in-
cluded presentations by local 
organic food producers and 
urban farm groups.

Flushing CSA will work 
with Golden Earthworm to 
make 26 weekly deliveries 
of vegetables from May 26 
through Nov. 17.

Shares in the Flushing 
CSA will cost $565 a year, 
which comes out to roughly 
$23  a week, sufficient for 
a family of three adults or 
two adults and two children. 
Members will pick up their 
shares on Thursdays between 
5 p.m. and 8 p.m. at Flushing 
Town Hall, located at 137-35 
Northern Blvd. 

Due to a positive response 
from last year’s participants, 
Flushing CSA organizers an-
ticipate increasing the num-
ber of families served from 
40 to 60.

“Buying local means more 
of our money circulates lo-
cally,” John Choe, executive 
director of the Greater Flush-
ing Chamber of Commerce, 
said. “That translates into 
more money for our schools, 
police, and parks.”

To expand access to low-
income households, Flushing 
CSA is creating new subsi-
dized shares for those who 
want to participate but can-
not afford the full member-
ship fees. 

Maggie Wood, a farmer 
from Golden Earthworm Or-

ganic Farm in Riverhead, 
N.Y., brought samples of the 
fruits and vegetables that 
Flushing CSA members can 
expect this year. 

Golden Earthworm, which 
also has a Community Sup-
ported Agriculture Program, 
has 80 acres of land in active 
production, according to its 
official website.

Maureen Regan, CEO of 
Green Earth Urban Gardens, 
supplied her famous “Whites-
tone Honey” jar directly from 
the bees in the backyard of 
her home. “CSA’s are the 21st-
century equivalent of Victory 
Gardens to busy families. 
They bring local diverse 
food choices to New Yorkers 
and encourage a healthy life-
style,” Regan said.

Other Flushing CSA part-
ners who participated in-
clude Elizabeth Ritter, owner 
and founder of Fruit Tortes; 
Victor Eskenazi, owner and 
founder of S&V Jams; Doaa 
Elkady, owner and founder 
of Spice Tree Organics; Eliza-
beth Williams of Sweet Wil-
liam’s Torte Shoppe and stu-
dents from John Bowne High 
School in Flushing, which is 
supplying eggs from its agri-
cultural program.

Eggs and raspberry jam on dis-
play at the launch of the new 
season of organic food at the 
Quaker Meetinghouse. 

Photo courtesy Flushing CSA

The body of a woman who died of a self-inflicted gunshot wound outside the Beauty Forever Salon at 36-36 
Bell Blvd. is loaded into a van by workers from the medical examiner’s office.  Photo by Michael Shain

L.I. farmers resume
organic food season

Suicide on Bell Blvd.
Woman sends letter to Bayside Times before her death
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

The Landmarks Preserva-
tion Commission decided not 
to consider an extension of the 
Douglaston Historic District 
at a commission meeting last 
month, but it also took one step 
closer toward landmarking a 
famous Bayside house.

Opponents of the extension, 
including City Councilman 
Paul Vallone (D-Bayside), said 
the decision was a victory for 
residents who were concerned 
that the property rights of ho-
meowners in the area would 
be affected.

“When a property owner 
or a majority of homeowners 
are against the designation, 
landmarking does not provide 
a benefit to the city that can 
override the wishes of these 
residents,” Vallone said in an 
emailed statement after the 
LPC’s decision. 

Lionel Morales, Vallone’s 
spokesman, said the council-
man would be open to consid-
ering specific buildings with-

in the extension’s boundaries 
for landmark preservation in 
the future.

The Douglaston Historic 
District was designated by 
the LPC on June 24, 1997. The 
district, which contains more 
than 600 houses, was original-
ly constructed as the suburb 
Douglas Manor by the Rickert-
Finlay Company in the early 
20th century, according to the 
LPC’s Master Plan for the dis-
trict. The extension would in-
clude approximately 22 build-
ings.

The LPC’s decision not to 
take action regarding the ex-
tension does not necessarily 
reflect upon the extension’s 
merits, according to Damaris 
Olivo, the LPC’s spokeswom-
an. 

“There are several reasons 
why a property might be la-
beled as ‘no action,’” she said, 
and noted that questions about 
an area’s significance, the 
presence of other regulatory 
control or significant commu-
nity opposition could all lead 

to removing a decision from 
the LPC calendar.

Susan Mathisen, the execu-
tive director of the Douglaston 
and Little Neck Historical So-
ciety, said an LPC designation 
would have economic benefits 
for homeowners.

“There is that feel of want-
ing to protect the investment 
that you’ve made. Everybody 
knows each other within the 
historic district and wants to 
protect that,” she said. “You 
have this encyclopedic history 
of architecture and the expan-

sion of Queens from farmland 
to a commuter and suburban 
hub.”

She also said the extension 
could be readmitted for con-
sideration by the LPC in two 
years.

Though a decision on the 
historic district was left in 
limbo, the Lydia Ann Bell and 
William J. Ahles House at 39-
26 213th St. will now be con-
sidered for landmark status. 
The City Council tends to af-
firm the decision of the coun-
cil member representing the 
district where the property is 
located, Vallone said. He sup-
ports granting landmarking 
status to the house. 

Paul DiBenedetto, the pres-
ident of the Bayside Histori-
cal Society, said the decision 
would help maintain older ar-
chitecture in a neighborhood 
undergoing constant transi-
tion.

“It’s really important. 
We’ve lost so much,” he said. 
“We want to save these things 
when we can.”

The Lydia Ann Bell and J. Williams Ahles House at 39-26 213th St. is one 
step closer to historic designation after the Landmarks Preservation 
Commission decided to consider the proposal for the home.

Famous Bayside house might be landmarked
City also decides not to move forward on proposed Douglaston Historic District extension

(877) 786-6560 • myNYCB.com
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DIAL-A-BALLOON
Professional Balloon Delivery & Decorating

Serving the Tri-State Area for Over 30 Years

Delivery 7 Days A Week

Delivery from NYC to Long Island 7 days a week
 Visit our new photo website at: dialaballoon.com

Let us help design your next party or event

Visit our showroom:
15-29 149th Street, Whitestone
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BY MADINA TOURE
 
Two members of Con-

gress’ Quiet Skies Caucus 
from Queens say they are 
disappointed that a short-
term Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration bill passed by 
the House does not include 
aircraft noise provisions.

On March 14, the House 
approved the Airport and 
Airway Extension Act, which 
extends the operating author-
ity of the FAA through mid-
Jul, according to U.S. Rep. 
Grace Meng (D-Flushing), 
one of the caucus members. 
The FAA’s current operating 
authority expires on March 
31 and the last short-term ex-
tension began on Oct. 1, 2015.

Since 2012, the amount of 
airplane noise over Queens 
has increased substantially 
due to the FAA’s use of new 
flight patterns over the bor-

ough, Meng said, noting that 
this is the second time in five 
months that the House has 
passed a short-term measure 
without anti-noise provi-
sions. 

“Relief can’t come soon 
enough for Queens residents,” 
Meng said. “Something must 
be done to mitigate the bar-
rage of airplane noise over 
our communities.” 

This past summer, Meng 
and the two other members 
of the caucus, U.S. Rep. Joe 
Crowley (D-Jackson Heights) 
and U.S. Rep. Steve Israel 
(D-Melville), sent a letter to 
U.S. Rep. Bill Shuster (R-Pa.), 
the Transportation Commit-
tee chairman, and U.S. Rep. 
Peter DeFazio (D-Ore.), the 
ranking member, calling for 
noise mitigation to be includ-
ed in the FAA bill. 

One recommendation was 

BY MADINA TOURE

Two Fresh Meadows resi-
dents and two Oakland Gar-
dens residents have been 
arrested and charged in con-
nection with trademark coun-
terfeiting following the seizure 
of fake Apple electronic goods 
that had recently arrived 
from China, according to the 
Queens district attorney. 

The defendants have been 
identified as Min Jian Hu, 28, 
and Jonathan Zhou, 23, both 
of Fresh Meadows, and Dahun 
Wie, 21, and Huanchao Li,  both 
of Oakland Gardens, Queens 
DA Richard Brown said. 

“The defendants are ac-
cused of running an under-
ground business that catered 
to wholesale and retail buyers 
who were interested in pur-
chasing counterfeit products 
of major brands for resale,” 

Brown said. 
They were released on their 

own recognizance and ordered 
to return to court May 3. Hu 
was ordered to surrender his 
passport, Brown continued. If 
convicted, they each face up to 
15 years in prison.

A U.S. Customs and Border 
agent inspected a package ad-
dressed to Hu on Feb. 28. The 
package is alleged to have 
contained 850 Powerbeats 
headphone boxes, 1,500 Beats 
By Dre and Beats Pill stereo 
boxes and 300 logo caps, all of 
which were found to be fake, 
according to Brown. 

Earlier this month, Wie 
sold an undercover NYPD 
detective 10 pairs of Beats By 
Dre earbuds, five Beats By Dre 
speakers and five Beats By Dre 
headphones for $420 to Hu’s 
Paypal account, Brown said. 

Four days later, the detec-
tive met Wie gain and bought 
10 Beats Pill speakers, 10 Mini-
Beats pill speakers and two 
Apple Watches for $160 to Hu’s 
PayPal account and $180 in 
cash to Wie, the DA said.

The afternoon of March 9, 

BY BILL PARRY

The City Council voted de-
cisively in favor of Mayor Bill 
de Blasio’s plan to rezone ar-
eas of the city to create more 
affordable housing Tuesday. 
His landmark legislation will 
link approval for increased 
development with the creation 
of more affordable units and 
dramatically slow the tide of 
residents being priced out of 
the longtime neighborhoods.

The Mandatory Inclusion-
ary Housing Plan that man-
dates affordable housing in 
newly rezoned areas passed by 
a vote of 42-5 and will take ef-
fect shortly. Zoning for Quality 
and Affordability that changes 
height and parking require-
ments passed by a vote of 40-6 
with one abstention as protest-
ers objected from the balcony 
of the council chamber.

“New York City is not the 
only city struggling with an 
affordable housing crisis, but 
it is the only one to pass a plan 
that will benefit half a million 
low-to-moderate income peo-
ple, build and preserve over 
200,000 affordable housing 

apartments, and require devel-
opers to build affordable hous-
ing,” de Blasio said. “Years 
from now, when working-class 
families and seniors are living 
soundly in their homes with-

out fear of being priced out, we 
will look back on this as a piv-
otal moment when we turned 
the tide to keep our city a place 
for all New Yorkers.”

City Councilman Daniel 

Dromm (D-Jackson Heights) 
called the passage of MIH and 
ZQA a “phenomenal accom-
plishment” for the mayor.

“It’s a campaign promise 
kept and I was proud to be able 

to support it,” Dromm said. 
“While it’s not 100 percent per-
fect, for instance it doesn’t ad-
dress those that are homeless 
right now, it is still a very good 

Two Fresh Meadows residents and 
two Oakland Gardens residents 
have been charged in connection 
with selling fake electronics prod-
ucts, according to the Queens dis-
trict attorney.  YouTube

City Councilman Costa Constantinides is the only Queens leader with two Community Boards that supported the rezoning proposals. 
Courtesy Constantinides' office

Council approves mayor’s rezoning plan
Changes called ‘most aggressive’ across country in dealing with affordable housing crisis

Queens residents charged 
with fake electronics sales

Pols want FAA bill 
to target plane noise

Continued on Page 58

Continued on Page 46

Continued on Page 58
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Diversity remains elu-
sive at New York City’s eight 
specialized high schools, ac-
cording to data released by 
the Department of Education 
earlier this month. Though 
some believe that the make-
or-break entry test for these 
schools must be discontinued, 
state Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bay-
side) believes that broader test 
preparation is the best way to 
close the gap.

“The solution is not to 
dilute the test,” Avella said. 
““We want to make sure the 
students get the best education 
possible.””

Entry into New York City’s 
eight specialized high schools 
is determined by a student’s 
scores on the Specialized High 
School Admission Test. Ad-
mission is based solely on the 
highest scores with no consid-
eration to race, gender or any 
other factors.

 An analysis of DOE data 
released by the state Senate’s 
Independent Democratic Con-
ference found that from 2005 
to 2013, only 7.4 percent of stu-
dents admitted to a specialized 
school were black, despite the 
fact that approximately 32 per-
cent of eighth graders in public 
schools were black. Latino stu-
dents made up approximately 
40 percent of the eighth grade 

public school population, but 
only 8.7 percent of students 
admitted to specialized high 
schools were Latino, accord-
ing to the analysis.

Avella, who is a member 
of the IDC, said he was first 
alerted to the issue by alumni 
of the specialized schools who 
wanted greater diversity but 
did not want to deprive stu-
dents of a robust education. 
He said that solely relying on 
factors besides the test could 
have unforeseen consequenc-
es, such as increasing the di-
versity gap.

“The studies have shown 

that changing or eliminating 
the tests will do nothing to 
solve the lack of diversity. If 
you make it subjective, what 
are you going to include? Af-
ter-school activities?” Avella 
said. “Not all districts have 
the same resources at the low-
er level.”

Avella and other represen-
tatives, including state Sen. 
Jeff Klein (D-Bronx), Assem-
blyman Jeffrey Dinowitz (D-
Bronx) and Assemblyman Wal-
ter Mosley (D-Brooklyn), want 
the Legislature to designate $1 
million to establish test prepa-

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Health care providers can 
now call to request Zika vi-
rus testing for patients, the 
city Health Department an-
nounced.

The new service comes 
after Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
outlined new precautions to 
protect New Yorkers from the 
virus at a news conference last 
Friday. Doctors and other pro-
viders can call the City Pro-
vider Access Line to request 
the tests.

“We are happy to announce 
a call center where health 
care providers can receive as-
sistance about testing crite-
ria, specimen collection and 
submission for Zika virus 
testing,” city Health Commis-
sioner Dr. Mary T. Bassett said 

in a statement. “This call cen-
ter will streamline the testing 
process to allow providers a 
faster turnaround in getting 
the information they need to 
care for patients.”

The new initiative follows 
the publication of a study in 
the journal “PLOS Currents: 

Outbreaks” that examined the 
potential climate of the United 
States in the coming months 
to determine if the country 
would be hospitable to Aedes 
aegypti, the mosquito species 
that carries the Zika virus. 
According to the Centers for 
Disease Control, there is in-
creasing evidence that the 
Zika virus cancause birth de-
fects such as microcephaly in 
expectant mothers who have 
been infected. 

“Simulations indicate the 
highest mosquito abundance 
occurs in the Southeast and 
south Texas where locally ac-
quired cases of Aedes-trans-
mitted viruses have been 
reported previously,” the au-
thors of the study wrote. 

The study’s authors also de-

BY BILL PARRY

As promised, City Coun-
cilwoman Julissa Ferreras-
Copeland (D-East Elmhurst) 
has expanded her campaign 
for free feminine hygiene 
products beyond District 24 
middle and high schools. Fer-
reras-Copeland and Council 
Speaker Melissa Mark-Viv-
erito proposed a comprehen-
sive package of legislation 
Tuesday that will ensure no 
individual in city schools, 
homeless shelters or the cor-
rectional systems go without 
essential menstrual hygiene 
products they need.

The package of legislation 
comes less than a week after 
the Department of Education 
expanded Ferreras-Copeland’s 
pilot program that began with 
a free dispenser at the girls’ 
room at Corona’s High School 
for the Arts and Business 
last September. Attendance 
jumped 2.4 percent as fewer 
girls asked to be excused from 
class throughout the day.

In addition, they intro-
duced a resolution calling 
upon the state Legislature to 
end the 4 percent tax on sani-
tary products, that many call 
a “women’s penalty.” Items 
like prescription drugs, sun-
screen and condoms are ex-
empt from the tax under the 
premise that they are essen-
tial to a person’s health. The 
tax adds 88 cents to an $11 
pack of 50 tampons in New 
York State.

“When over half of New 
York City’s residents ex-
perience menstruation, it 
is crucial to acknowledge 
their needs and show value 
and respect for their bodies 
by making menstrual hy-
giene products widely and 
easily available,” Ferreras-

Copeland said. “These items 
are essential as toilet paper, 
helping us prevent health 
risks and fulfill our daily 
activities uninterrupted. No 
student, homeless individual 
or inmate should have to 
jump through hoops, face 
illness or feel humiliated 
because they cannot access 
pads or tampons, Today, we 
are bringing dignity to this 
natural process and urging 
the New York State Senate to 
do the same.”

The state Assembly voted 
unanimously to eliminate 
the sales tax on tampons and 
pads last Tuesday, but the 
measure has yet to pass the 
Senate. Currently, only five 
states have actively ended the 
tax on feminine hygiene prod-
ucts, which are considered a 
medical device by the FDA.

“The pathway to greater 
equity  must include every 
woman and girl having what 
she needs during menstrua-
tion,” Jill Miller, New York 
chapter director for Days 
for Girls International, said. 
“Practical resources for man-
aging it should be a priority.”

Margo Seibert, the found-
er of Racket—an organiza-
tion that provides free femi-
nine hygiene products to 
homeless shelters around the 
city—is one of the five women 
who earlier this month filed a 
lawsuit against the State De-
partment of Taxation and Fi-
nance challenging the tax on 
feminine hygiene products.

“Thanks to the Council-
woman’s straightforward leg-
islation, alongside an active 
movement against the ‘tam-
pon tax,’ menstrual equity is 
now part of the national dia-
logue,” she said. “On behalf 
of menstruating humans, it’s 
about time.”

A recent study indicates there 
is a moderate risk that mosqui-
toes potentially carrying the 
Zika virus could reach New York 
City during this summer. 

Courtesy of CDC/James Gathany

Councilwoman Julissa Ferreras-Copeland introduces legislation 
that would bring free menstrual hygiene products to all city public 
schools, shelters and jails. Courtesy of Ferreras-Copeland's office.

Queens High School For the Sciences at York College in Jamaica is 
one of eight specialized high schools in New York that admit students 
based on their scores on a special test unique to those schools. 

Courtesy of insideschools.org

Free tampon campaign
getting stronger in city

New Zika safeguards identifi ed

Pols press test prep
Plan could raise diversity at specialized high schools

Continued on Page 58

Continued on Page 58
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BY MADINA TOURE

Friends and family of the 
late Joanne Gennaro, wife 
of former City Councilman 
James Gennaro and a Hol-
lis native, described her as a 
warm, friendly woman who 
always supported her loved 
ones.

Gennaro, 64, died March 18 
at the age of 64 from suspected 
multiple system atrophy, a 
progressive neurodegenera-
tive disorder that affects the 
nervous system, according to 
her son, Daily News Executive 
Editor Rich O’Malley. She had 
been fighting the condition for 
the last eight years.

“She was everything to 
us,” O’Malley said. “She was a 
mother, father, sister, brother 
to me for so many years be-
cause it was just the two of us. 
She was a single mom and she 
was going to school to give us 
a better life to be able to get a 
better job.”

He said she supported all 
of her family in whatever they 
wanted to pursue, noting that 
she helped her second hus-
band, James Gennaro, tremen-

dously during his campaign 
for City Council.

“She even went door-to-
door herself for him and made 
phone calls for him,” he said. 
“She just went all in and that’s 
how she was.”

Paul Leonard, communica-
tions director for City Coun-
cilwoman Margaret Chin (D-
Manhattan), who served as 
communications director for 
James Gennaro from 2012 to 
2014, praised his wife.

“In my life, I’ve never seen 
a man more devoted to his 
wife than Jim. My thoughts 
are with him, and the rest of 
Joanne’s family and friends at 
this difficult time,” Leonard 
said in a statement.

One of six children, Genn-
aro was born and raised in 
Hollis. She attended the now-
closed St. Pascal Bayon High 
School in St. Albans, then 
worked at the Port Authority. 

In the early 1970s, she mar-
ried Dennis Patrick O’Malley, 
who was also from Hollis. The 
pair briefly lived in Georgia, 
Florida and Virginia, where 
she gave birth to Rich in 1975. 

Two years later, her first 

husband was killed in a na-
val training accident out in 
the Mediterranean Sea while 
doing landings on a carrier. 
Gennaro and her son Rich then 
moved back to Hollis, near her 
mother’s home. 

She earned her associate’s 
degree in court management 
at St. John’s University in 
May 1983 while working in the 
alumni department.

On Halloween 1988, she met 

James Gennaro, whom she 
dated and eventually married 
in July 1991. Their daughter, 
Christina, now 21 and a junior 
at FIT in Manhattan, was born 
in March 1995. 

Joanne Gennaro worked at 
PartyLyte, a candle and house-
hold items sales company, and 
as a director of development at 
Bishop Molloy Retreat House 
in Jamaica Estates. 

She made an organ dona-
tion to the NYU Dysautonomia 
Center, where she was treated. 

Community Board 8 mem-
ber Jim Gallagher, president 
of the Fresh Meadows Home-
owners Civic Association, has 
known Gennaro and his fam-
ily since the late 1990s when he 
was president of the Jamaica 
Estates Association.

“They were always very 
nice to us, very accommodat-
ing, to my family, especially 
to Yolanda (Gallagher’s wife),” 
Gallagher said. 

The wake took place at 
R. Stutzmann & Son funeral 
home at 224-39 Jamaica Ave. 
in Queens Village. 

The funeral mass was held 
Thursday morning at Im-

maculate Conception Catholic 
Church in Jamaica Estates. 
The family asked for donations 
to the Dysautonomia Founda-
tion in lieu of flowers. 

City Councilman Costa 
Constantinides (D-Astoria), 
who was James Gennaro’s 
chief of staff for six years, said 
hundreds of people attended 
the wake Wednesday after-
noon.

“Their love for each other 
was always so pure, so beauti-
ful,” Constantinides said. “She 
was a great mother to their 
son, Rich, and Christina, their 
daughter. This whole journey 
they went through, Joanne 
was always upbeat, was a won-
derful person, would ask me 
about my family and ask me 
about how things were going.”

Joanne is also survived by 
her mother, Susan Pryor, 88, 
and siblings James, Andrew, 
Jeffrey and Robert Pryor and 
Jo-Ellen. 

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

JOANNE GENNARO
 Courtesy of the family

Joanne Gennaro, 64, dies after prolonged illness  

The board-certified phy-
sicians of Palmadessa and 
Brodsky Gastroenterology are 
committed to helping patients 
take charge of their GI health 
in a state-of-the-art facility in 
Queens. Offering complete en-
doscopy and colonoscopy ex-
aminations, they treat condi-
tions that can impact quality 
of life or endanger long-term 
health such as acid reflux, di-
verticulitis, and ulcerative 
colitis/Crohn’s disease. Resi-
dents of Bayside, Whitestone, 
Flushing and all surrounding 
neighborhoods don’t have to 
travel far to receive care from 
expert gastroenterologists.

For M. Truschinger of Bay-
side, exceptional treatment 
for Irritable Bowel Syndrome 
(IBS) began with a colonos-
copy. “I have been seeing Dr. 
Brodsky for the last year for 
my Irritable Bowel Syndrome 
and he has been extremely 
helpful.” The practice helped 

her to make important diet 
and lifestyle changes, supple-
mented with occasional medi-
cation. She says, “I am now 

100% better and able to per-
form better in my work as well 
as feel better in my leisure ac-
tivities. Dr. Brodsky is very 
knowledgeable and compas-
sionate.”

Karima Rasoully and oth-
ers appreciate the front desk 
staff who make them feel com-
fortable and help with hav-

ing medications authorized 
by insurance companies. “I 
am so glad I came to Dr. Pal-
madessa,” says Ms. Rasoully.  

“He was very thorough and 
compassionate. Prior to my 
procedure, the staff made me 
feel much more relaxed. I am 
completely satisfied with Dr. 
Palmadessa.” 

Whether patients require 
screening for colon cancer 
or treatment for Hepatitis C, 
these are available from car-

B U S I N E S S ,  Q U E E N S  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Gastroenterologists Deliver Expert Care 
and Compassion in Queens

ing physicians who also are 
on staff at North Shore Uni-
versity Hospital in Manhasset 
and New York Presbyterian 
Hospital in Queens.  

After living with Hepatitis 
C for 10 years, Michael Kolim-
sky of Maspeth finally wanted 
to receive treatment.  “After 
he took a thorough history 
and performed a comprehen-
sive physical examination, he 
ordered specific laboratory 
tests and a sonogram of my 
liver.  He prescribed a single 
pill for 12 weeks, which cured 
my hepatitis c completely!  He 
is truly an expert in liver dis-
eases,” he says. 

Receiving a diagnosis can 
be overwhelming, but it can 
be a relief for a patient to fi-

nally understand the cause of 
their symptoms.  The time im-
mediately following a diagno-
sis is particularly important. 
“Dr Palmadessa spent a lot of 
time explaining everything in 
great detail. He made me feel 
very comfortable,” says Zita 
Heja.

Affiliated with Queens En-
doscopy ASC, a state-of-the-art 
endoscopy center, Palmadessa 
and Brodsky Gastroenterol-
ogy is known for expert medi-
cal care that is delivered with 
compassion. With access to the 
most advanced treatments and 
screenings, patients in Queens 
and the surrounding area don’t 
have to avoid getting help for 
their GI problems any longer.

Colonoscopy Screening: 
No Butts about it

March is Colorectal Cancer Awareness Month. Join the 
movement to save lives through colorectal cancer screen-
ing. Prevention and early detection are key to reducing the 
number of lives claimed each year by this highly prevent-
able disease. During a colonoscopy, the gastroenterologists 
at Palmadessa & Brodsky can find and remove precancerous 
growths known as polyps. 

Everyone should be screened beginning at age 50, or 40 if 
they are at risk or have a family history of colorectal cancer. 
Call us at (718) 461-0163 to schedule a screening.

Call us at (718) 461-0163 
or visit QueensGastroDoc.com

241-02 Northern Blvd., #1, Douglaston, NY 11362
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After 30 Years Serving the Bayside Community, 
We Have Lost Our Lease.

Nor-Bell Service Station 
will be closing its bays 
at Bell and Northern.
It will be our privilege to take care of all 

your future car service needs at Nor-Topia 

(718) 939-4599
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• Acupuncture
• Physical Therapy
• Chiropractic
• Occupational Therapy
• Diagnostic Testing
• Carpal Tunnel Syndrome
• Hydromassage

North ShoreNorth Shore
Rehab AssociatesRehab Associates
55 Northern Blvd. Suite 103

Great Neck, N.Y. 11021

516-466-9300

You can begin today.

If you have
Carpal Tunnel Syndrome

or its Symptoms:

FREE
Consultation

With this ad. Expires in 30 days.
www.northshorerehabassociates.com

NO MORE SURGERY?NO MORE SURGERY?

MOST INSURANCES ACCEPTED

Call now for a 
“FREE CONSULTATION” to see 

how our technologies may benefi t you.

We Now Have
COLD LASER
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BY MADINA TOURE

The United States Tennis 
Association hosted a media 
preview Wednesday of the on-
going construction of the US 
Open construction projects, 
which include a retractable 
roof at Arthur Ashe Stadium 
as well as new Grandstand 
and Louis Armstrong stadi-
ums. 

The 250-foot-by-250-foot 
retractable roof at Arthur 
Ashe Stadium will be fully 
operational and ready to de-
but at the 2016 US Open. The 
Grandstand stadium will 
also be completed and match-
ready, along with the fully re-
vamped Southern Campus. 

This fall, the old Louis 
Armstrong Stadium and the 
old Grandstand will be de-
molished. Construction on 
the new Louis Armstrong 
stadium will also begin and 
should be finalized by win-
ter/spring 2017-2018. The sta-
dium is scheduled to open in 
time for the 2018 US Open. 

Danny Zausner, chief 
operating officer for the Na-
tional Tennis Center, gave a 
brief presentation outlining 
the status of the projects at 
the USTA Billie Jean King 
National Tennis Center in 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park, then gave a tour of the 
construction site.

The expected cost of the 
projects once they are com-
pleted will total in excess of 
$600 million, Zausner said.

“It’s a tremendous amount 
of work,” he said. “A lot of peo-
ple think of the whole project 
as just about the roof opening 
and closing, but there are so 
many other pieces to it.”

Although Arthur Ashe’s 
capacity will remain the 
same at 23,771 during the 2016 
and 2017 US Opens, the capac-
ity for the Grandstand will 
increase from 6,106 in 2015 to 

8,000 in 2016 and 2017. 
The capacity for Louis 

Armstrong remains at 10,103 
for 2015 and 2016, but it is not 
yet known what its capacity 
will be in 2017. 

“The intent here is that 
we’ll always have two match-
es that could play side by side 
with two retractable roofs,” 
Zausner said. “That will be 
in 2018.”

Construction started on 
the base of the Arthur Ashe 
Stadium roof superstructure 
in the fall of 2013, with eight 
bases put into place sur-
rounding the stadium. Each 
base houses three columns, 
which will support future 
roof structure. Pylons were 
also driven 150 feet to 200 feet 
below ground. 

Work also kicked off on 
the new West Stadium Courts 
as well as the Practice Gal-
lery, both of which officially 
debuted during the 2014 US 
Open.

In the fall of 2014, two 
cranes were brought in 
from Germany following 
the completion of the 2014 
US Open, and a third crane 
was brought in to speed up 
construction after weather-
related delays brought on by 
a brutal winter. 

A stationary roof super-
structure with more than 13 
million pounds, or 6,500 tons 
of steel, was built upon the 
eight bases. Construction of 
the new Grandstand stadium 
court in the southwest cor-
ner of the grounds also com-
menced. 

During the 2015 US Open, 
the stationary part of the 
roof superstructure made its 
debut over Arthur Ashe, but 
the Grandstand construction 
was halted during the US 
Open. Construction on the 
retractable portion of Arthur 
Ashe’s roof started in the fall 
of 2015. 

BY MADINA TOURE

Three Queens girls are 
among five graduates of the 
Bella Abzug Leadership Insti-
tute, founded by the daughter 
of the late congresswoman to 
empower young women and 
strengthen their leadership 
skills. 

The five girls will be hon-
ored at BALI’s 10th anniversa-
ry event April 12 at the Princ-
eton Club at 15 W. 43rd St. in 
Manhattan. 

Liz Abzug, daughter of late 
former U.S. Rep. Bella Abzug, 
founded the not-for-profit or-
ganization in 2005 to mentor 
and inspire teens and young 
women. 

The organization focuses 
on high-achieving disadvan-
taged students in underserved 
and Title 1 public schools, or 
schools that receive addition-
al funds because they have a 
large number of students from 
low-income families.  They 
also serve students who have 
had more access to resources 
and attend some of the most 
competitive city public and 
private schools.

“They carry forth in the 
work we see them doing in the 
BALI training and go back to 
their schools and communi-
ties and develop clubs or so-
cial action initiatives that we 
think merit that recognition,” 
Abzug said. 

The organization also 
trains students from commu-
nity, public and private col-
leges throughout the country, 
particularly in the tri-state 
area. 

Bella Abzug was a promi-
nent feminist and the first Jew-
ish congresswoman elected to 
the House in 1971, serving the 
Upper West Side until 1977. 

The daughter of Russian 
immigrants, she grew up in 
the Bronx, attend Hunter Col-
lege and Columbia University, 
and worked as a lawyer for 25 
years, focusing on labor and 
tenants’ rights, civil rights 
and liberties cases. She was 
known for her wide-brimmed 
hats.

In 1971, she founded the 
National Women’s Political 
Caucus with women’s rights 
activists Gloria Steinem and 
Betty Friedan.

Monica Singh, 17, a senior 
at Queens High School for Sci-
ence and a BALI intern, will 
receive the Emerging Young 
Woman Leader Award. She is 
organizing a program at BALI 
to help high school girls tran-
sition to college.

Singh said she has learned 
and grown so much since join-
ing the institute and she ap-
preciated meeting girls from 
different walks of life.

“It was so nice for me to be 
part of that type of environ-
ment,” she said.

Cassandra Alexandre, a 
graduate of Bayside HS who 
attends SUNY Oneonta Uni-
versity, will receive the Excel-
lence in Mentorship and Advo-
cacy Award.

She has been a member of 
the BALI Alumnae Associa-
tion since she participated in 
the summer program in 2013 
and serves as a mentor for 
young BALI girls. 

Fawzia Rahman, a senior 
at Thomas Edison HS and a 
first-generation Bengali im-
migrant, is receiving the Reed 
Scholar and Activist Award. 
Her creative writing from her 
BALI training was presented 
at the 2015 International Day 
of the Girl Summit at the Unit-
ed Nations.

The other award recipients 
are Liel Green, a senior at Tea-
neck HS in New Jersey who 
held discussions about gender 
and feminism at BALI, and 
Noam Green, also a senior at 
Teaneck, who graduated from 
BALI’s Summer Leadership 
and Debate Training Program 
and had a blog residency with 
the Jewish Women’s Archive.

Marcus Vinicius Ribeiro, 
head of legal and governmen-
tal affairs in the Americas for 
PRISA, a Spanish and Portu-
guese language education and 
media company, and Judy Col-
lins, a Grammy Award-win-
ning singer/songwriter, will 
also be honored at the event.

The new Grandstand stadium should be fully constructed and match-
ready in time for the 2016 US Open. Photo by Michael Shain

CEO and Founder Liz Abzug (c.), posing with BALI summer interns. Photo courtesy BALI

Queens girls honored 
Bella Azbug institute celebrates students’ achievements

US Open to launch 
new retractable roof

WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH
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I hope you and your loved ones enjoy 
a wonderful holiday.

Happy Easter!

Senator Jose Peralta
State Senate District 13 

718-205-3881

Our 
Finest Easter Wishes

PLATINUM  DIAMONDS  GOLD & SILVER COINS
We Pay the Highest Price Cash in a Flash

PUBLIC NOTICE

GOLDEN NUGGET

Don’t Let Your 
Money Sit Idle  Sell 
While The Market 

Is High!

POLICE 

Blotter

ELMHURST--Police were looking 
for a man wanted in connection with a 
public exposure incident that occurred 
last Saturday on a Manhattan-bound R 
train.

Police said the suspect was enter-
ing the Elmhurst Avenue subway sta-
tion at around 3:10 p.m. when he put his 
hands inside his pants and began mas-
turbating while he stared at a 33-year-
old woman. 

The suspect left the train at the 59th 
Street station in Manhattan, police 
said.

The suspect is described by police 
as a white male between the ages of 25 
and 30,  He is 6 feet and weighs around 
175 pounds and was last seen wearing 
a black jacket, an orange shirt, gray 
sweatpants and gray and green sneak-
ers.

FLUSHING —  A 26-year-old man 
was shot in the early morning hours 
Sunday by one of three suspects who 
robbed him, police officials said.

Three men allegedly approached 
the victim on 31st Avenue near 96th 
Street around 4:30 a.m. Sunday. Police 
said the three robbed the victim and 
took a chain from him. 

During the robbery, one of the sus-

pects pulled out a gun and fired one 
shot into the victim’s stomach and 
another one into his shoulder, police 
said. 

The victim was taken to a nearby 
hospital, where he was listed in criti-
cal, but stable condition. 

Police released photographs of the 
three suspects, and described one be-
ing 5-feet-11-inches to 6-feet tall. 

Police released this photograph of a 
man suspected in a public lewdness 
incident on the R train Saturday.  

Photo courtesy NYPD

R train rider fondled self en route: Cops

Three sought in Flushing assault: NYPD

Police released these images of three suspects wanted in connection with an assault and 
robbery on 31st Avenue Sunday morning.  Photo courtesy NYPD

Got tips?
Call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477), text 274637 

(CRIMES) and enter TIP577 or log on to nypdcrimestoppers.com.
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Best Wishes
for

a Happy Easter

Congresswoman
Grace Meng

Paid for and authorized by Grace for New York.

When you’re ready 
to feel better, 

we’re right around 
the corner.

Gastroenterology and Advanced Endoscopy from 
Palmadessa & Brodsky

Call us at (718) 461-0163 
or visit QueensGastroDoc.com

241-02 Northern Blvd #1, Douglaston, NY 11362

BY MADINA TOURE

State Assemblyman Ron Kim (D-Flushing) 
and the Chinatown Manpower Project are 
continuing their partnership to offer career 
and business development services to Flush-
ing residents.

Established in 1972, Chinatown Manpower 
Project recently kicked off MOBILE Jobs, a 
new initiative in Flushing, that aims to di-
versity the types of resources and services of-
fered to area residents.

Every Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, 
Kim’s office will be hosting a CMP represen-
tative and providing a meeting space for com-
munity members and residents at his district 
office, located at 136-20 38th Ave. 

“Instead of just taking punitive approach-
es against small business owners that result 
in hundreds of displaced workers, I am work-
ing with CMP to help these vulnerable work-
ers and beyond,” Kim said. 

Individuals will receive job counseling, 
small business counseling or general assis-
tance geared toward helping them become 
financially self-sufficient. 

Individuals interested in participating 
can make an appointment by reaching out to 
Chinatown Manpower Project Program Coor-
dinator Jaey Ahn at (212) 227-1740 or (212) 571-
1690, ext. 230. 

CMP will also be hosting its 2016 Annual 
Flushing Job Fair, which will be held March 
23 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. in the community 
room on the third floor of the UnitedHealth-

care Asian Plaza, located at 136-02 Roosevelt 
Ave. 

For the event, the organization is working 
with UnitedHealthcare to help job seekers 
find new career opportunities and get access 
to networking and employment resources. 
The event is free and open to the public. 

The fair will include 12 employers  from 
Queens, Brooklyn and Manhattan who will 
be seeking potential employees to fill open 
positions.

Reach reporter Madina Toure by e-mail 
at mtoure@cnglocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

RON KIM

Kim offers career help
BY MADINA TOURE

Starting March 26, resi-
dents residing in the district of 
City Councilman Paul Vallone 
(D-Bayside) can begin voting 
in the participatory budgeting 
process. Through participa-
tory budgeting, residents can 
decide how at least $1 million 
is spent on community im-
provements to parks, schools, 
libraries and streets. 

“Participatory budgeting is 
a great way to get the pulse of 
the community and see what 
everyone believes city dollars 
and resources should be spent 
on,” Vallone said in a state-
ment.

Anyone who lives in Coun-
cil District 19—Auburndale, 
Bayside, Bay Terrace, Beech-
hurst, College Point, Douglas-
ton, Little Neck, Malba, North 
Flushing and Whitestone—and 
is at least 16 years old can vote. 
Voting runs through April 3. 

Individuals do not have to 
be registered or eligible to vote 
in electoral elections but must 
bring proof of residency, such 
as an ID or a bill. 

There are 17 projects that 

voters can choose from, includ-
ing a $650,000 basketball court 
renovation at MacNeil Park in 
College Point, a $550,000 au-
ditorium upgrade at JHS 194 
in Whitestone, and a $450,000 
music educational complex at 
Bayside High School.

There are 11 locations cov-
ering each of the district’s 
neig hborhood s — Bayside, 
Whitestone, College Point, 
Douglaston, Little Neck and 
Flushing—where voters can 
cast their ballot. To see the 
full list of locations, visit the 
TimesLedger website. 

Kathryn Cervino, vice 
president of the College Point 
Civic & Taxpayers Associa-
tion, said eight of the projects 
are in the education category, 
noting that schools can ask 
students’ parents to vote.

But it is harder for civic as-
sociations because their meet-
ings have a lower attendance, 
she said. “I’m just trying to 
think of every possible way to 
motivate people because it’s 
not every day that you get a 
shot at free money,” Cervino 
said.

CD 19 participatory budget 
voting is about to get started
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EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

It is an honor to lead Queens 
Library in the important work of 
empowering and serving the peo-
ple of this borough. I have lived 
in Queens most of my life and got 
my first library card from the 
St. Albans branch when I was 
in elementary school. My wife, 
Denise, was an active Friend of 
Cambria Heights Library. I know 
firsthand what Queens Library 
means to the life of our commu-
nity and our city.

In the time since my appoint-
ment, I have visited nearly half of 
our branches and met hundreds 
of outstanding staff and enthu-
siastic customers.  Residents of 

all ages, from every walk of life 
and every corner of the world, 
count on our services every day. 
Queens Library provides—free 
to everyone, with just a library 
card—incredible opportunities 
for lifelong learning, intellectual 
growth, and civic and cultural 
engagement.

It is clear that we epitomize 
some of the best that libraries 
have to offer. Yet we have a lot of 
work to do to ensure everyone in 
every neighborhood in Queens 
benefits from world-class library 
services that meet the diverse 
needs of the community now and 
in the years to come.  Your input 

is welcome and vital.  I will con-
tinue to visit all of our locations 
and to reach out to you for your 
ideas and perspectives.

I look forward to working 
with everyone in the community, 
Queens Library’s hardworking 
and dedicated staff, the board of 
trustees and elected officials to 
advance one of the greatest and 
most dynamic institutions in our 
city.

Dennis Walcott
CEO

Queens Library
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As more residential towers rise in Long Island 
City and downtown Flushing becomes a blueprint 
for large-scale housing development, the pressure on 
the transit system to move more people is mounting.

Some elected officials are questioning whether 
the borough’s subway lines, particularly the over-
crowded No. 7 train, can support an influx of new 
residents across northern Queens.

Priced-out Brooklyn defectors are crossing the 
border in droves for better real estate deals in Ridge-
wood, where the M train will be shut down, as well 
as in Middle Village, for critical repairs next year. 
Some 60,000 straphangers will have to fall back on 
buses and whatever supplementary service the MTA 
can supply. But the alternative routes are guaran-
teed to be slow.

The Rockaways, where the A train link suffered 
devastating damage from Hurricane Sandy, needs 
other options. The restored subway offers the longest 
commute in America to desperate peninsula riders, 
who lost the ferry to Manhattan back in late 2014 
when the city decided it cost too much to run.

Last week, Mayor Bill de Blasio announced a new 
ferry operator had been selected to run the service 
from the Rockaways, Astoria and southern Brooklyn 
to Manhattan. The water transport is scheduled to 
launch next year, but state Sen. Joseph Addabbo is 
still worried that the Rockways may not get their fair 
share after years of transit neglect.

State Assemblyman Phil Goldfeder has intro-
duced a budget proposal in Albany to force the MTA 
to conduct a feasibility study on reviving the Rock-
away Beach line, which ran from Rego Park through 
Ozone Park across Jamaica Bay to the Rockaways. It 
was closed in 1962.

The Ozone Park community is deeply divided over 
what should be done with the abandoned line. Some 
want to turn the old track bed into a High Line for 
Queens—in short, parkland—while others are push-
ing to have train service restored between mainland 
Queens and the peninsula, where 115,000 people live.

With subways covering only one third of the bor-
ough, buses and cars have an outsized role to play. 
But Select Bus Service, which requires dedicated 
lanes, has drawn fire in some sections of Queens 
because motorists are opposed to sharing any space 
on already crowded thoroughfares. The MTA plans 
to introduce 2,000 ultra-modern buses over the next 
five years, with 75 headed to Queens this year.

For many, Queens is an oasis—a respite from the 
madding crowd in Manhattan— but it also sits in a 
transit desert and must have better public transpor-
tation to thrive.

THE TRANSIT DANCE

The Queens Library enters a new era
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Holy Cross honors Judaism during Lenten 
season and helps build water wells in Africa

This Lenten season, Holy 
Cross’ Theology 10 Honors 
Seminar course has embarked 
on a journey of in-depth study 
pertaining to the Gospels and 
life of Christ.  Students are cur-
rently engaged in seminar-style 
experiences, which prompt 
them to apply their understand-
ing of the development of Chris-
tianity to the modern world.

Critical analyses of the Ho-
locaust, as well as present day 
events that test our faith, are 
only two critical components 
of the course.  In their pursuit 
of looking at Judaism during 
the Holocaust and beyond, the 
Theology 10 Honors Seminar 
course, following the Lenten 
theme of almsgiving, decided to 
make containers for tzedakah. 

Tzedakah is the Hebrew 
word for charity originating 
from the root word meaning 
righteousness, justice, or fair-
ness.  A pushke, also known as 
a puszka, is a (traditionally tin 
can) container for collecting 
coins for the poor and is a pop-
ular item found in traditional 
Jewish homes.  Similarly, dur-
ing Lent, the Catholic Church 
uses mite boxes for almsgiving. 

The historical content of the 
boxes allow students to identify 
altruistic traditions concern-
ing the poor through the Jew-
ish religion and by witnessing 
the caring for others within the 
Christian message of almsgiv-
ing as well. 

Through collaboration 
with the International Help of 
Missionaries Foundation, stu-
dents utilized their handmade 
tzedakahs to collect donations 
for the construction of water 
wells in under developed coun-
tries.  The International Help of 
Missionaries is an organization 
which directly aids villages in 
Africa to build water wells and 
provides people direct access to 
clean water.  Holy Cross collects 

for this organization, run by 
Don Magnotta each year, and 
will include the school’s gen-
erous contribution of approxi-
mately $2000.00 this April!  

To date, Holy Cross High 
School students have helped 
build three water wells in 
Ghana!  Way to go, Theology 
10 Honors Seminar students as 
well as all who made this proj-
ect possible!

For more information about 
the International Help of Mis-
sionaries Foundation, please 
visit www. ihmonline.org. 

Dr. Teresa Augustyniak 
Director of Communications 
and Marketing. Admissions: 
718-886-7250, Ext. 558. Website: 

www.holycrosshs.org

READERS WRITE

CORRECTIONS
“Anti-stalking program heads to all of Queens” in the March 18 issue had the wrong 

number of trafficking survivors assisted by Sanctuary for Families. The number of traf-
ficking survivors helped is 630.

 The “Aviation roundtable members argue over structure at meeting” story in the 
March 18 issue said there was disagreement over whether Gov. Andrew Cuomo had called 
for one or two roundtables.  But the story failed to include two historical points: a mention 
of Cuomo’s November 2013 veto message in which he asked for a roundtable to be estab-
lished and a bill introduced by state Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bayside) in 2012 asking for a noise 
compatibility study.

TPP is bad for Queens
I would like to remind ev-

eryone that  March is Colorec-
tal Cancer Awareness Month. 
Anyone over 50 should have a 
life-saving colonoscopy.

Thousands have died of 
this insidious disease. Yet 90 
percent of colorectal cancers 
are curable when caught ear-
ly. I myself was tested at age 
50 when non-cancerous pol-
yps were found and removed. 
If I had not been screened it 
could have developed into co-
lon cancer. 

I  am now 66 years old and 

have been tested every five 
years. I  am due to be screened 
in April and will not fail to do 
so. I have known people who 
have died from this disease, 
including a young man age 
50 who died at age 55 and had 
two children. He suffered 
much, as did his family. 

I  therefore urge all per-
sons, both men and women, 
who are over 50 to get screened 
for colorectal cancer.

Frederick R. Bedell Jr..
Glen Oaks Village

A life-saving strategy
I am writing to express 

my deep concerns about the 
Trans-Pacific Partnership. 
Living in the 14th Congres-
sional District, I urge my 
member of Congress, U.S. 
Rep. Joseph Crowley, to con-
sider all the dangerous out-
comes that will come from 
this trade agreement, and 
agree—along with the people 
he represents—that the TPP 
must be opposed. 

Through my current in-
ternship with the Food and 
Water Watch Program (a non-
profit organization that pro-
motes and fights for clean wa-
ter and healthy foods), I was 
able to better understand the 
effects the TPP would have on 
our food products. The Food 
and Water Watch Program’s 
major concern with the TPP is 
the threat it poses to our food 
and safety protections. The 
TPP facilitated “regulatory 
coherence” which establishes 
new provisions that make it 
more difficult to oversee safe-
ty standards on foods cross-

ing over the U.S. border. This 
means that these new provi-
sions will enable a acceler-
ated flow of imported, unsafe 
food products in our super-
markets. 

The TPP challenges many 
regulatory safeguards the 
U.S. was originally sworn to 
protect. Another obvious con-
sequence of the TPP would be 
the devastating elimination 
of many American manufac-
turing facilities and jobs, in 
order to relocate them abroad 
to more low-wage countries, 
such as Vietnam, in order to 
increase corporate profits.

Queens houses many man-
ufacturing factories, so with 
the TPP taking effect, many of 
the workers in those factories 
may subsequently fear their 
facilities being closed and relo-
cated elsewhere much further 
away. Such was the case with 
the Swingline stapler factory 
that was originally located in 
Long Island City for 50 years, 
then suddenly moved its oper-
ations to Nogales, Mexico. The 

closing of this factory was due 
to the North American Free 
Trade Agreement. Swingline 
opted for cheaper labor and 
cheaper business expenses, so 
they closed their facility and 
relocated.  

The TPP replicates the 
NAFTA model. Therefore if we 
do not oppose the TPP, Queens 
will be in fear of losing more 
factories, meaning losing more 
jobs in our community. 

Ioanna Avramiotis
Astoria
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T
he presidential elec-
tion of 2016 has taken a 
strong turn as a result of 
the primaries. It seems 

that Donald Trump and Hil-
lary Clinton have emerged as 
the two front-runner candi-
dates in the presidential race. 
Therefore, if they are the of-
ficial candidates, for the first 
time we will have two presi-
dential candidates from New 
York. This situation should 
lead to intense interest in the 
election.

Most political observers 
seem to believe that if Trump 

and Clinton are the candi-
dates, it will lead to one of the 
hardest-fought campaigns 
that we have had in American 
history. There are significant 
reasons for that. First of all, 
both of them are known for 
their fierce competitiveness. 
Both will have access to huge 
financial resources during 
the campaign, and both can-
didates will also have profes-
sional staffs and advisers. 

The positions that both 
these candidates will take on 
the issues are radically dif-
ferent. For instance, Clinton 
favors strong control of fire-
arms. Trump seems to refer 
to the Second Amendment 
as a source of our founding 
fathers agreeing to firearms 
being possessed by our citi-
zens. Clinton strongly favors 
gun control laws and their 
rigid enforcement. Trump be-

lieves that government policy 
on gun control should relate 
to the U.S. Constitution.

In regards to immigration, 
we have 10 to 12 million ille-
gal immigrants in our coun-
try. Clinton apparently wants 
to put them on the road to citi-
zenship. Trump has indicated 
that illegal immigrants must 
be returned to their point of 
origin and apply for admis-
sion to the United States.

Trump favors building a 
wall on the southwest border 
of our country to keep illegal 
aliens from coming into the 
United States. Trump also 
would not favor bringing ref-
ugees into America from the 
Mideast. Clinton has not tak-
en a strong position on this 
issue at this time. In addition, 
Trump does not believe that 
citizenship should be granted 
to children born in this coun-

try of non-citizens.
Pertaining to the trade 

issue, Clinton seems to fa-
vor most free trade. Trump 
thinks that free trade is not 
always in the best interest of 
our country.

Both candidates favor 
strengthening our military 
structure. However, in the 
case of Trump, he wants our 
military establishments to be 
the strongest in the world.

Both candidates have ex-
cellent speaking ability. They 
also have received education 
from Ivy League schools. 
They have both had success-
ful careers—Clinton as an at-
torney, and Trump as a busi-
nessman.

However, the two political 
parties are vastly different 
in ideology and will present 
different platforms through 
their candidates. In past 

years we have tried to de-
velop a consensus on govern-
ment policy. It was in the year 
1860 that the consensus broke 
down and the citizens of the 
South would not accept Abra-
ham Lincoln as our president, 
and a civil war of four years 
developed.

We have just had violence 
at several political rallies. It 
can be helpful to the situa-
tion if some degree of peace 
and harmony can be present 
at political functions, includ-
ing future primaries, conven-
tions and the fall general elec-
tion.

We’ve had an unusual elec-
tion cycle in the past several 
months. We hope that this 
election cycle will improve 
for democracy to be success-
ful. It has to operate in an 
atmosphere of reason and sta-
bility.

W
alk into the grocery 
and there she is. Shop 
for shoes, she’s shop-
ping by your side. 

Need to cross a lobby? Drive to 
Jersey? Drink yourself into a 
stupor? My God—she is there, 
too: in the hotel, the car, the 
seedy bar’s seedy bathroom, 
seeping through the pipes. She 
is everywhere, always ready to 
start a conversation: 

“Hello. It’s me.”
Of course it is. It always is. 

It is Adele.
Now I know there must 

be some people—okay, sev-
eral—who can’t get enough 
of Adele. Her “Hello” video 
on YouTube has, well, lemme 
check—1,337,105,261 views so 
far.

Not bad.
But I was relieved to learn 

that it isn’t just me who is on 
the other side (as it were) of 
Adele-mania.

“The only reason she’s 
popular is because Amy Wine-
house is dead,” is how lifestyle 
blogger Amanda Lauren put 
it, rather bluntly, in a phone 
interview before using a very 
strong word. “I hate Adele.” 

Google those three little 
words and you will find a tsu-
nami of similar sentiments, 
some laced with the kind of 
venom usually reserved for 
presidential frontrunners. 
“On behalf of the British na-
tion, I apologize,” wrote one 
guy. “I can’t take it anymore!,” 
wrote another.

A bit more thoughtfully, 
one blogger wrote, “Every 
Adele song is so damn formu-
laic, it is unbelievable. I can’t 
imagine any kind of emotional 
process that went on during 
the recording of any Adele 
song other than, ‘Hey, remem-
ber that one song I wrote with 
the four sad piano chords and I 
belted the song title in the cho-
rus? Let’s try that again.’ ”

He’s anti-Adele for artistic 
reasons. But others are simply 
staggering under Adele Over-
load.

“Today I heard it”—we 
know what song “it” is—“four 
different places,” Yvonne 
Lederer, a marketing direc-

tor in Westport, sighed. “She’s 
an entertaining singer, but 
enough! I just feel like every-
where I’m going she wants me 
to be really upset about a past 
lover, and I’m not going to go 
there.”

Ah, but where else can you 
go? Adele is harder to escape 
than Mister Softee, and shares 
a certain stickiness. 

In a desperate attempt to 
pare the Adele quotient down 
in her life, Lederer and her 
friends have actually stopped 
using the word “Hello.” 

Now, instead, they say, 
“’Sup?” Explains Lederer: 
“We’re protesting.”

This can be an act of psy-
chological self-preservation. 
When poet Erica Gerald Ma-
son took her Toyota to the 
dealership for some warranty-
required work, she had just 
settled into the waiting room, 
when you-know-who started 
singing in the background. 
The mechanic walked in and 
Mason practically burst into 
tears. 

“This can’t be good news!” 
she cried. “You’re going to tell 
me you have to rebuild my en-
gine, right?” 

He looked at her quizzi-
cally. 

Uh, no. 
He’d just come out to say… 

“Hello.”
“He asked me why I had 

that reaction and I said, ‘Some-
one Like You’ is playing right 
now. This is not a song for 
good times. This is the song 
you hear when you need a new 
transmission. Play something 
else.”

The problem is that that 
“something else” is likely to be 
something else by Adele. She’s 
not just popular, she has rede-
fined popularity. 

“Hello” was played almost 5 
million times in just its first 24 
hours on Spotify. (Take that, 
Taylor, honey.) Her album, 
“25,” sold 8 million units last 
year—more than any other al-
bum since 2011.

And I think you know 

whose album that was.
So now I’m taking my cue 

from my pal Hannah Pazder-
ka whose family has turned 
Adelemania into a game. 

“Whenever we’re out shop-
ping and Adele starts playing, 
it means we’ve probably been 
there long enough, so someone 
invokes the ‘Adele rule’ and we 
have to leave,” she said.

That one trick means spend-
ing less, and actually heading 
out into the day, where it’s 
probably not nearly as gray 
and rainy as you thought it 
was. 

Hello to the outside. 

Lenore Skenazy is a keynote 
speaker and author and found-
er of the book and blog Free-
Range Kids.

COLUMNS

Front runners take control of presidential race 

Wherever you go, Adele’s there with you
Lenore 

Skenazy
■

Rhymes 
with Crazy

In the hotel, the car, the seedy bar’s 
seedy bathroom, seeping through the 

pipes—she is everywhere, always ready 
to start a conversation. But quite a few 

people would rather not take part.

William
Lewis

n

Political 
Action



TIMESLEDGER, MARCH 25–31, 2016 15  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT

$53.95 Per Person Plus Tax For Adults   |   $25 Per Person Plus Tax for Kids (10 yrs old & younger)

DOUGLASTON MANOR
SUNDAY,  MARCH 27,  2016   SE AT INGS W ILL  BE AT  1PM,  3PM & 5PM 

Prosciutto, Salami, Mortadella, Pepperoni, Soppressata,  
Fire Roasted Peppers, Pepperoncino, Fresh Mozzarella & Vine 

Ripe Tomatoes, Parmigiano Reggiano, Fontina Swiss & Cheddar, 
Mediterranean Olives Medley, Marinated Artichokes,  

Seasonal Grilled Vegetables W/Tomato Bruschetta, & Pasta salad.

Rosemary Roasted Leg Of Lamb W/ Mint Balsamic Glaze,  
Smoked Ham W/ Pineapple Chutney 

Chicken Florentine Breaded Chicken Breast Stuffed W/ Spinach  
& Boursin Herb Cheese & Demi Glaze, Fried Calamari W/ Marinara 

Sauce, Stuffed Shells W/ Ricotta, Italian Cheeses & Pomodoro 
Sauce, Stuffed Seabass W/Crabmeat Stuffing & Lemon Bur Blanc 

Sauce, Eggplant Rollatini In Fresh Ricotta & Tomato Sauce,  
Mashed Potato Bar W/Sour Cream, Cheese, Bacon Bits, Roasted 

Corn, & Onion Straws, Roasted Spring Vegetables & Salad Bar

CALL FOR  
RESERVATIONS 718.224.8787 @Douglaston_Manor @Douglaston Manor Or The Douglaston Manor  

63-20 Commonwealth Blvd, Douglaston, NY, 11363

In conjunction with the 
Greater Astoria Historical So-
ciety, the TimesLedger Newspa-
pers presents noteworthy events 
in the borough’s history

A
s chill winter winds 
gave way to the gentle 
breezes and new life 
that mark the passage 

into spring, America in 1954 
was about to enter an uncer-
tain, tumultuous period in its 
history. Frightening new tech-
nology cast a pall of complete 
destruction over the entire 
planet. Previously marginal-
ized groups struggled for their 
voices to be heard, and young 
Americans growing into 
adulthood often rebelled to 
establish an identity distinct 

from their parents.
Closer to home, out of con-

trol youths seemed to run wild 
in the streets, schools and 
apartment blocs of the bor-
ough. In Elmhurst, two young-
sters playing hookey from 
school on St. Patrick’s Day 
tested their Irish luck at the 
Museum of Natural History, 
stealing poison darts from an 
exhibit on the Indians of the 
Peruvian rain forest. The boys 
later turned themselves in to 
the local police station, along 
with their haul of arrows 
tipped with the lethal poison 
curare, which paralyzes the 
respiratory system, heart and 
brain of its target. 

Not to be outdone in the 
juvenile arms race, on March 

17 a car-stealing zip-gun gang 
which prowled the streets of 
Bayside faced justice in Ridge-
wood Felony Court for assault-
ing another youth at gunpoint. 
Bail was set at $10,000 for the 
ringleader. The gangster who 
manufactured the crude fire-
arm used in the attack was 
also tried and held on bail. 

In the face of such daily 
mayhem, the March 9  Long 
Island Star Journal echoed a 
common plea from local po-
lice: “Give us a chance to use 
our kind of medicine… a kick 
in the pants!”

Queens lost a little piece 
of its history to the relentless 
march of time that year. On 
March 28, the 18–room Clark 
mansion on Kissena Boulevard 
in Flushing was completely de-
stroyed in a two-alarm blaze. 
Originally named Evergreen 
Lawn, the mansion and its 
surrounding estate were built 
in 1815 by Preserved Fish, so 
named after surviving a har-
rowing birth at sea during a 

heavy storm. A garage on the 
estate, which was slated for 
redevelopment into coopera-
tive apartments, housed an an-
tique car collection belonging 
to the house’s last owner, one 
Henry Austin Clark.

Even the passage of time, 
however, does not bury beauti-
ful, vivid memories of people, 
places and experiences long 
past. 

In March, Mrs. Margaret 
Lyons of 37th Street in Long 
Island City celebrated her 
80th birthday in the house in 
which she was born in 1874. 
The sprightly grandmother 
recalled winter days when 
families hung their laundry 
outside, the laundry water 
stained with the color of cloth-
ing, leaving behind a frozen 
rainbow on the pavement 
where it was dumped. 

The Queens resident wist-
fully related shopping trips to 
Manhattan—two trolley rides 
and a ferry trip each way – be-
fore bridges spanned the East 

River, and stories of neighbors 
getting together to help build 
houses for newcomers to the 
neighborhood. 

“I often tell my children,” 
she said, reflecting on days 
past, “how I wish Blissville 
could come back for only one 
day to let them see what it was 
like – the rolling green hills 
and farms, the goats, chickens 
and pigs that everyone kept, 
and the dancing and games 
outdoors in the summertime.”

For further information, 
contact the Greater Astoria His-
torical Society at 718-278-0700 
or visit their website at www.
astorialic.org. 

COLUMNS

Spring 1954 had good memories, bad omens

n

Weigh in on the issues that 
matter to Queens by 
writing a letter to the 

editor. Send your opinions 
or comments to

timesledgernews@
cnglocal.com
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 BY PHILIP NEWMAN
 
The subway station that finally ex-

tended Manhattan’s far west side to 
No. 7 riders opened six months ago but 
already has a water leak problem, one 
that some Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Authority higher-ups knew about  
but disclosed to the board only Mon-
day.

 Michael Horodniceanu, president 
of MTA Capital Construction, was be-
sieged by questions from  MTA board 
members about the leak, which was 
first reported by the New York Post.

Horodniceanu said he and some 
transit officials had been aware of the 
leaks since the summer of 2012 when 
they ordered the involved construc-
tion firm, Yonkers Construction, to fix 
the problem. It appears to be a recur-
ring problem, he said, adding that he 
assumed it was repaired and that the 
leaks had been stopped. He said the 
leaks would be repaired but could reoc-
cur. Nevertheless, he said the Hudson 
Yards station was not in danger.

“We need to know more than what 
we are reading in the papers,” said city 

Transportation Commissioner Polly 
Trottenberg, who is an MTA board 
member.

Kevin Ortiz, an MTA spokesman, 
called the leaks “simply unacceptable”

 “That is why we are holding the 
contractor accountable and they are 
taking all necessary measures to per-
manently correct the issue.”

 Several MTA Board members ex-
pressed chagrin.

 “We spent $2 billion on this thing 
and there is a significant blemish on 
this agency,” said board member Allen 
Cappeli.

 The 1.5-mile extension from Times 
Square to 11th Avenue and 34th Street 
is now the final stop from the No. 7 
line’s starting point in Flushing.

 The new station, the 469th in the 
subway system, was built at a cost of 
$2.4 billion, paid for by the City of New 
York.

The Hudson Yards station opened 
Sept. 13, 2015 after eight years of con-
struction and it opened up Manhat-
tan’s Far West Side, including the Ja-
cob Javits Convention Center, the High 
Line and the Hudson River Park.

Michael Horodniceanu, president of the MTA Capital Construction, speaks at the opening 
ceremony for the new $2.4-billion Hudson Yards subway station. The station has sprung a 
leak.   Photo by Michael Shain

Water leaks plaguing 
new No. 7 line station

Financial

Harold Greenway or Justina Douwes / Allstate Financial Services

55 Water St. New York, NY 10004
1 (888) 345–8881 Ext 1 or (646) 405–7488 | allstateaccmgt@gmx.com

stateaccmgt@gmx.comCALL 1 (888) 345–8881

Personal loan Solutions to fi t your needs.
Lowest affordable rates.
One Flexible Monthly payment.
All outstanding debts.
Borrow what you need. 
Bad Credit OK. No Application fees.

Questions about 
Health Insurance, 

Prescription Plans, 
or Coverage Costs?

We can help!

WE CAN ASSIST WITH:
•  EPIC
•  Medicare Part D
•  Medicare Savings Programs
•  Medicare Preventive Benefits
•  Problems with your current plan
•  "Extra Help" Low-Income Subsidy
•  Medicare Advantage 
•  Understanding your health 

insurance options

Free expert guidance for your 
health insurance questions

For more information on HIICAP's services,
call 311 (ask for HIICAP)
or visit us on the web at 
www.nyc.gov/aging.

Informacion Disponible en Espanol -- Llame al 311
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PERSONALIZED MEASURING & INSTALLATION WITH ALL CUSTOM ORDERS      WE CARRY ALL NAME BRAND FABRICS

VISIT OUR SECOND LOCATION AT 97-18 101ST AVENUE, OZONE PARK

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393
www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

45 years of experience & reliability

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Custom Draperies, Upholstery & More

Receive a free estimate, 
please use our convenient

FREE SHOP-AT-HOME 
SERVICE | 718-445-9393
Why go out? Our Shop-At-Home 
service is only a phone call away.

* Manufacturer’s mail-in rebate offer valid for qualifying purchases made 1/30/16 – 4/11/16 from participating dealers in the U.S. only. A qualifying purchase is defined as a purchase of any of the product models set forth above in the quantities set forth above. If you pur-
chase less than the specified quantity, you will not be entitled to a rebate. Rebate will be issued in the form of a prepaid reward card and mailed within 6 weeks of rebate claim receipt. Funds do not expire. Subject to applicable law, a $2.00 monthly fee will be assessed against 
card balance 7 months after card issuance and each month thereafter. Additional limitations may apply. Ask participating dealer for details and rebate form. © 2016 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. All trademarks used herein are the property of Hunter Douglas.

Make the smart choice today. 
Save energy year-round.

JANUARY 30—APRIL 11, 2016

$100 REBATE* 4 Duette® Honeycomb Shades
(PLUS $25 REBATE EACH ADDITIONAL UNIT)

4 Solera® Soft Shades
(PLUS $25 REBATE EACH ADDITIONAL UNIT)

ON EITHER OF THE FOLLOWING PURCHASES:

DUETTE® ARCHITELLA® HONEYCOMB SHADES
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The historical significance of the 
school, and its 80 years as a single en-
tity, were themes each speaker touched 
on.

“You have to love what Bayside has 
been and is for the community,” Avella 
said. “It is a historic school.”

Principal Michael Athy, speaking 
about his vision of the school—past, 
present and future—said the success 
of Bayside is due to its legacy as one 
of the most rigorous and community-
oriented schools in the city.

“We are an intensely popular 
school,” Athy said, noting that in the 
past year 13,000 applicants competed 
for 600 seats.“And to our alumni: We 
stand on your shoulders, and for that 
we are eternally grateful.”

Athy mentioned that more than 60 
members of the school’s staff are alum-
ni, including Mindy Karten Borne-
mann.

Karten-Bornemann, class of ’75 and 
now a teacher at the school, said she 
remembers her time as a Baysider viv-
idly.

“It’s a family—one of the few high 
schools that have stayed together over 
all this time. There is a real local 
group of people who come back, includ-
ing me.”

Tony D’Aguanno, class of ’80, spoke 
of the school as one of the few respites 
during the city’s racially charged 
1970s. 

“We existed in this little bubble 
where the racial tensions of the city 
and the history of the 1970s was all 
around us, yet we didn’t feel it in the 
school. It was almost surreal. There 
was lots of racial tension at other high 
schools, and none at ours.”

“This school is a living legend,” 
said Lester Speiser, a former principal 
of the school from 1973 to 1985.

“I see a building that has risen to 
the needs of this community and of 
this city.”

D’Aguanno now in his 40s, ap-
proached him.

“Hi, Principal. I was a student of 
yours and This school was an anomaly 
for us,” D’Aguanno said.

Speiser clasped D’Aguanno’s hand.
“I’m so happy I could see you,” he 

said.

Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522

THE NEW SOUND OF
BROOKLYN

The Community News Group is 
proud to introduce BROOKLYN 
PAPER RADIO. Join Brooklyn Paper 
Editor-in-Chief Vince DiMiceli and 
the New York Daily News’ Gersh 
Kuntz man every Monday at 4:30 for 
an hour of talk on topics Brooklynites 
hold dear.

Each show will feature in-studio 
guests and call-out segments, and 
can be listened to live or played 
anytime at your convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

LISTEN EVERY MONDAY AT 4:30PM ON  
BrooklynPaper.com/radio

said it is not guaranteed and that half 
of CB 7’s allocation was granted to 
residents under Community Boards 3 
and 4 after City Councilwoman Julissa 
Ferreras-Copeland (D-East Elmhurst) 
asked the city to locate a public site 
near Willets Point for affordable hous-
ing.

CB7 covers Flushing, while CB 3 
covers Jackson Heights and CB 4 cov-
ers Corona.

The agreement stemmed from con-
cerns that affordable housing in the 
Willets Point Development Plan would 
not be completed in a timely manner, 
the spokeswoman said. 

Ferreras could not be reached for 
comment.

CB 7 Chairman Gene Kelty said he 
was willing to concede a small percent-
age of CB 7’s share but not half of it.

“I said I would give a small percent-
age, such as 5 percent or 10 percent, but 
I would never give half of my allocation 
away as chair of the board,” Kelty said, 
noting that residents in his district 
could benefit from affordable housing. 

John Kaiteris, HANAC’s executive 
director, said the preference selections 
were decided before his organization 
joined the development team.

“They (CB 7) had no objection to the 
project, but they wanted to send a mes-
sage to the city about the preference,” 
Kaiteris said. 

Once the units set aside for people 
with disabilities are filled and the 
community board and municipal em-

ployee preferences are implemented, 
the remainder of the units are open to 
any applicant, specifically for the other 
boroughs, the spokeswoman said.

But she stressed that all of the af-
fordable apartments are subject to the 
randomized housing lottery and that 
the shared community board prefer-
ence was outlined in the Willets Point 
agreement made between City Hall 
and the City Council in 2013.

There are few public sites  in the 
area and Municipal Lot 3 was one of 
two sites identified, the spokeswoman 
said.

A second-floor community facility 
area will offer a range of care services 
to support senior wellness, managed 
by AAFECare Flushing and HANAC 
in partnership with the Parker Jewish 
Institute for Healthcare and Rehabili-
tation. Building residents and seniors 
in the area can use the services. 

HANAC will also operate its Weath-
erization Assistance Program from 
the community facility area, which 
seeks to reduce heating and electrical 
costs and improve energy efficiency of 
residents’ homes. 

A large ground floor community 
room will be available to the commu-
nity for meetings and events as well as 
a rooftop vegetable farm for residents. 

AAFE, through its lending-arm af-
filiate Renaissance EDC, has set up a 
$2 million loan fund to provide loan 
assistance to area small businesses in-
terested in renting space. 

Reach reporter Madina Toure by 
e-mail at mtoure@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4566.

Continued from Page 1 

Continued from Page 1 

Munilot

Bayside High

For more hyper-local Queens news on your computer, 
smartphone, or iPad, visit TimesLedger.com.
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Acting as a for profi t organization.  Crematory fee is not included, 
death certifi cates and disposition permits not included in service fee.

718-339-0700
STONEYCREEKCREMATION.COM

For those wishing to preplan their fi nal contribution 
to society, if paid in full today we will include the cost 

of the crematory.
($995 Society’s Service Fee)

For more info, please email us at stoneycreekcremation@gmail.com 
or mail  coupon to our address:

  Name_________________ Address__________________________  

  Tel:____________________Email____________________________

YES, please send me more information on Stoney Creek!

L M

L M
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Bayside High celebrates its 80th birthday

Lois (Class of '53) and Herb Tiger (class of '52) started dating at Bayside High, got married and returned last 
week to a reunion marking the school's 80th anniversary year. The official anniversary is June 11. 

Scaffolding that had covered the school building for  
over a year came down in time for the celebration. 

Piece of cake: Gregg Sullivan, founder of Bayside Live TV, mans the desert table at the reunion in the school's 
fourth-floor library. 

Michael Spedalle points out his senior-class photo from the 1977 edition 
of The Triangle.

Current-day seniors, who guided tours of the school building for return-
ing grads and their families, look through some old yearboooks.   

Yearbooks going back to the 1930s are laid out on a 
table for all to thumb through. 

Photographs by Michael Shain
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Learn more at www.LuHiSummerCamps.org 
Find us on Facebook & Twitter

OPEN  
HOUSE 

SUNDAY 
MAY 15TH 
NOON-3PM

 Your child deserves a  
very special summer!
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Representatives from pro-
charter advocacy organiza-
tion Families for Excellent 
Schools gathered at the steps 
of City Hall Wednesday morn-
ing to call greater attention 
to violence in the city’s public 
schools. 

The rally was held one day 
after a student was arrested 
for bringing a loaded gun to 
his Brooklyn school and less 
thana week after two students 
brought loaded weapons into 
their schools in Jamaica in 
separate incidents. It also fol-
lowed the release of a report 
by the nonprofitorganization 
indicating that the confisca-
tion of weapons in New York’s 
public schools spiked from 
2014 to 2015.

The report, which the or-
ganization said was based on 
data from the NYPD’s School 
Safety Division, stated that 13 
firearms were confiscated in 
2015, as opposed to 10 in 2014. 
Overall, 1,678 weapons were 
recovered in 2015, compared 
to 1,508 in the previous school 
year. Families for Excellent 

Schools advocates for charter 
schools and has consistently 
been at odds with Mayor Bill 
de Blasio and the city’s Depart-
ment of Education. The most 
recent incident occurred on 
Tuesday afternoon at Middle 
School 61 in Prospect-Lefferts 
Gardens, Brooklyn, where 
police responded after school 
staff learned the student had 
a 9mm handgun, according 
to an NYPD spokesman. The 
14-year old student was subse-
quently arrested.

The two Jamaica incidents 
occurred two days apart. 
On March 15, an 11-year old 
student was caught after he 
brought a loaded 9mm pistol 
to Public School 40, at 109-20 
Union Hall St., police said. The 
gun was hidden in his back-
pack and allegedly belonged 
to Kenneth Miley, 54, the stu-
dent’s grandfather, the NYPD 
said. Miley was later arrested 
and charged with criminal 
possession of a weapon, endan-
gering the welfare of a child 
and reckless endangerment, 
according to police.

On March 17, the NYPD 
was called in after school ad-

ministrators learned that a 
15-year old student smuggled 
a loaded .38 revolver into 
York Early College Academy, 
at 133-25 Guy R Brewer Blvd. 
after he had threatened an-
other student, according to 

a police spokeswoman. The 
weapon was confiscated and 
the student was arrested at the 
school, she said.

The NYPD spokeswoman 
said the incidents at PS 40 and 
York Early College Academy 

were wholly unrelated.
City Department of Educa-

tion spokeswoman Toya Hol-
ness responded to the arrest at 
York Early College Academy 
in an e-mailed statement.

“This is deeply alarming 
and we are working closely 
with the NYPD to ensure that 
all students and staff are safe,” 
she said. “We are providing 
additional resources to sup-
port the school community 
and families were notified.”

York Early College Acade-
my’s high school received high 
marks from students, parents 
and teachers in a 2014-2015 
School Quality Snapshot con-
ducted by the DOE. The school 
has a 94 percent four-year 
graduation rate, compared to 
a 70 percent citywide average. 
Some 91 percent of students 
at the school “feel safe in the 
hallways, bathrooms, locker 
room, and cafeteria” accord-
ing to the report.

Reach reporter Patrick 
Donachie by e-mail at pdonach-
ie@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

A 15-year-old student brought this weapon to York Early College Academy, 
in Jamaica March 17. He was subsequently arrested and charged. 

Courtesy of Teamsters Local 237

New concerns arise over guns in schools

Wishing Everyone A Happy and Joyous  Easter!

CONGRESSMAN
GREGORY W. MEEKS

U.S. House of Representatives
5th District - New York

Washington D.C. Office
2234 Rayburn House Office Building

Washington, D.C. 20215
PH: (202) 225-3461

Jamaica District Office
153-01 Jamaica Avenue

Jamaica, NY 11432
PH: (718) 752-6000
FX: (718) 725-9868

Rockaway District Office
67-12 Rockaway Beach Blvd.

Arverne, NY 11692
PH: (718) 230-4032

- Paid for and authorized by Friends for Gregory Meeks -
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We’ll help you make educated decisions.

Get answers to questions such as:
– How can I protect assets

from the government?
– How can I save myself from
expensive nursing home bills?

– How can I spare my loved ones
from the difficulties of probate?

One fact is simple: poor planning or no planning will hurt your loved ones.

Connors and Sullivan invites you to one of our 
FREE seminars to learn about elder law, trusts and estates law, 

and estate planning.

Call (718) 238-6500 to make your seminar reservation or schedule a FREE consultation.
Offices are located in Bay Ridge, Bayside, Middle Village, Manhattan, and Staten Island.

ATTORNEY ADVERTISEMENT: Connors and Sullivan Attorneys-At-Law PLLC: 7408 5th Avenue Ste. 2 Brooklyn NY 11209

�

�

We’re also on the radio.

TUNE IN to AM 970 The Answer and
AM 570 The Mission, Saturdays at

6:00 PM to listen to
Ask the Lawyer with 

Mike Connors.
www.askthelawyer.nyc

BROOKLYN –
SHEEPSHEAD BAY
11 AM & 3 PM & 7PM

Buckley’s
2926 Avenue S

Mon. March 28th

BROOKLYN –
BAY RIDGE

11 AM & 3 PM & 7PM
The Greenhouse Café

7717 Third Avenue

Tues. March 29th

QUEENS –
MASPETH

11 AM & 3 PM & 7PM
Connolly’s Corner
71-17 Grand Avenue

Thur. March 31st

QUEENS –
BAYSIDE

11 AM & 3 PM
The Adria

221-17 Northern Blvd.

Fri. April 1st
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Borough Beat COMPILED BY MICHAEL SHAIN

On his first day on the job as the new boss of the 106th Pct. 
in Ozone Park, Capt. James Fey expresses some uncertainty 
about his welcome. "Happy to join the Twitter Sphere," he 
writes. "I hope."   Twitter

At World Journalism Prep in Auburndale, Council member Paul Vallone and MinKwon Center 
for Community Action host Student Voter Registration Day, the annual civic education day, 
for over 180 students.    Courtesy of Council member Vallone 

Reacting to a controversial plan to use Channel View and the Beach Channel Educational 
Campus for students with  disciplinary problems, Assemblyman Phil Goldfeder leads a 
march calling on the city Department of Education to hold more public hearings before 
making a decision.  Courtesy of Assemblyman Goldfeder

Christ the King’s Speech and Debate Team has qualified an all-time record of 20 students 
for entry into the NYS Championships next month, including eight who qualified for National 
Finals in Sacramento, Calif. Pictured with team members is Principal Peter Mannarino (sec-
ond from l).  Courtesy of Christ the King

Lt. Gov. Kathy Hochul drops by the Queens Chamber of Commerce offices on Astoria 
Boulevard this week to meet the chamber's new executive director, Tom Grech, (l),   

Photo by Nat Valentine

The annual legislative breakfast of the Jewish Community Council of the Rockaway Peninsula draws an all-star cast of offi-
cials, including Borough President Melinda Katz (standing), state Sen. Joseph Addabbo (third from l.), City Council member 
Karen Koslowitz (fifth from l.) and Public Advocate Letitia James (second from r.). Courtesy of Borough President's office
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Manhattan
���������	
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319 1st Avenue

DISCOVER 
THE PONCE DIFFERENCE: 

HIGHER RATES

*APY is Annual Percentage Yield, effective as of February 8, 2016. To qualify for the promotions, $1,000 minimum balance is required to open the account and obtain the APY. $500,000 maximum. Other restrictions 

apply. Early withdrawal fees may apply. Offers are subject to change without prior notice. For more information, visit your nearest branch or contact 718-931-9000.

2.36% APY*

5 Year IRA CD

1.85% APY*

5 Year CD

|SINCE 1960

Discover

Jacket
Name
4C 6 x 5.69

a division of

EFFICIENT CARE TRAINING CENTER

a division of

Cada curso tiene que necesitas para
������	�����	��
����
���	�������
�
• Asistente de Salud domicillaria
�����	��
	����
�����������
�
���
�����������������������
���Cursos de Dia y de Noche
• Instructores con experiencia
����������
�������	���������


Su Futuro Empieza
AHORA!

54-06 Myrtle Avenue, 2nd Fl.
Ridgewood, NY 11385

718-307-7141

Accesible a traves de:
L M

Q58, Q55, B52, 
B26, B54

EFFICIENT CARE TRAINING CENTER
Home Health Aid Training

EKG & Phlebotomy
CNA Courses

Your Future Starts NOW!
������	
������
�������
���
	�����������
�����������
• Home Health Aid
���!"�#�$%���
�
��
����'���
����
���*����������+��
�����
• Experienced instructors
��,
���������	����
�����

54-06 Myrtle Avenue, 2nd Fl.
Ridgewood, NY 11385

718-307-7141

Accesible a traves de:
L M

Q58, Q55, B52, 
B26, B54

OUR LEGAL TEAM
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St. Agnes Academic High School

718-353-6276    13-20 124th St. College Point, NY 11356 

SUMMER CAMPS

Girls & Boys Grades 
6th - 8th         $80
9:30am - 11:00am

Girls & Boys 
Entering 8th Grade    $250

9:00am - 11:00am

Girls grades 1st-5th     
$80

9:00am - 11:00am

TACHS Course

August  8th - 11th

Science Camp

Cheer Camp

Dance Camp
July 11th - 14th

Girls Grades 5th-8th   
$80

9:00am - 11:00am

Acrylic 
Painting

August 1st - 4th
August 8th -11th 
Boys & Girls 

Grades 6th - 8th      $160
11:30am - 1:00pm 

Girls & Boys Grades 3rd - 5th 
9:30 am -11:00 am       $160

Grades 6th - 8th  
11:30am - 1:00pm       $160

DIY  Arts & Crafts
August 1st - 4th and August 8th -11th 

Camp Registration forms can found at www.stagneshs.org. Due by June 1st.

Girls & Boys Grades 
6th- 8th          $80
9:00am - 11:00am

Graphic 
Design

August 1st - 4th
August 8th -11th 

August  1st - 4th

August  8th - 11th

College Point,  College Bound

Prospective Student 
Information Session

April 7th
5:00pm - 7:00pm

•100% Graduation rate
•100% College acceptance rate
•AP & College credit classes
•Honors Program
•New physics lab

•Classes integrated with iPads 
    and Google Classroom
•Performing Arts Program
•Partnership with St. John’s University,    
    SUNY Albany, and Molloy College

Jung announces run for Stavisky’s Senate seat
Former president of MinKown Center cites seniors, schools and housing as priorities

BY MADINA TOURE

Flushing resident S.J. 
Jung, a Democrat and former 
president of the MinKwon 
Center for Community Ac-
tion, announced that he would 
be running for the second 
time against state Sen. Toby 
Stavisky (D-Flushing).Tues-
day morning.

]Stavisky fended off a pri-
mary challenge from Jung 
in 2014. The district includes 
parts of Flushing, Bayside, 
Whitestone, Elmhurst, Wood-
side, Rego Park and Forest 
Hills. 

Jung said he plans to fight 
for a more transparent and fair 
budgetary process and pursue 
quality education as an equal-
izer, noting that schools must 
keep up with technology and 
expand opportunities for all 
New Yorkers.

“I enter this race as a re-
former who refuses to accept 
politics as usual. I am deter-
mined to help our commu-
nities’ seniors and schools, 
small businesses, increase 

affordable housing, and much 
more,” he said in a statement 
Tuesday. “But we must first 
clean up our house. Greater 
transparency, accountability, 
and integrity will only happen 
in Albany when we elect new 

leaders who have the convic-
tion and courage to make real 
change.”

Jung, who is Korean, has 
served on the New York Im-
migration Coalition’s board 
of directors. He also served on 

the advisory board for Latim-
er Gardens and has worked 
closely with the Bland Houses 
Resident Association. He lives 
in Flushing with his wife, Yeo-
nhee Jung. 

After starting out as a vol-

unteer, he served as MinK-
won’s executive director from 
1989 to 1994, has been a board 
member since 1994 and served 
the organization as president 
from 2006 to 2014. 

In 2010, Sung was elected 
district leader in Flushing.

Stavisky said she will 
launch her campaign once she 
has fulfilled certain legisla-
tive goals.

“Senator Stavisky will an-
nounce her re-election cam-
paign in due time, but right 
now she’s focused on the job 
her constituents have hired 
her to do by working to pass 
a state budget that will give 
Queens classrooms the re-
sources they need, assist small 
businesses, promote growth 
and prosperity for the middle-
class and create meaningful 
ethics reform so we can clean 
up the dysfunction in Albany,” 
her office said in a statement. 

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

S.J. JUNG TOBY STAVISKY
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Supported by: 
NEW YORK 
COMMUNITY BANK

Queens County Savings Bank Division 

To enter go to cnglocal.com/kathy  

Win a VIP Package* to see Kathy Griffi n Live

Enter for your chance to see 

Kathy Griffi n Live 
in Brooklyn or Queens

KATHY GRIFFIN
BOROUGHING THROUGH

Kupferberg Center
for the Arts

at Queens College

Saturday, April 9
at 8 pm

KupferbergCenter.org
718-793-8080

Brooklyn Center 
for the

Performing Arts

Sunday, April 10
at 6 pm

BrooklynCenter.org
or 718-951-4500

*  Vip package includes - 2 premium orchestra seats and a copy 
of Kathy Griffi n’s book, “A Memoir According to Kathy Griffi n.” 
Contest entrants subject to Contest Rules & Conditions. 
For more information, visit gaycitynews.nyc/win
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CONVERTIBLES
33 IN-STOCK

COUPES
46 IN-STOCK

HATCHBACKS
25 IN-STOCK

MINIVANS
179 IN-STOCK

MAJOR WORLD WILL DOUBLE YOUR TAX REFUND 
AMOUNT TOWARD THE PURCHASE OF A VEHICLE§
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W
E 

AR
E 

SU
RE

 T
O 

HA
VE

 A
 C

AR
 T

O 
FI

T 
YO

UR
 B

UD
GE

T 
 •

 E
AS

Y 
FI

NA
NC

IN
G!

 B
ES

T 
CH

AN
CE

 T
O 

GE
T 

AP
PR

OV
ED

 IS
 H

ER
E!

 †
† Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, W

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications 
will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 must show proof of tax 

return. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 3/25/2016. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS,NY 111011-888-625-6766

OVER 3000 CARS TO CHOOSE FROM ON OUR LOT!

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA
$7,995BUY 

FOR:

48k miles, Stk#23027

‘12 CHEVY SONIC

Stk# 20964, 32k mi.

$5,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘15 NISSAN VERSA

Stk#22078, 11k mi.

$7,495BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$7,995
'14 NISSAN SENTRA

4k miles, Stk#12691

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'07 ACURA MDX
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
104k miles, Stk#10125

$7,995
'12 FORD ESCAPE

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
72k miles, Stk#7278

$5,995

$13,888
'15 TOYOTA CAMRY

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
21k miles, Stk#21725

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA
$12,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

30k miles, Stk#18077

'15 TOYOTA COROLLA
$10,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

11k miles, Stk#22424

$14,995
'15 HONDA ACCORD

13k miles, Stk#22981

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘15 NISSAN ALTIMA

Stk#20624, 7k mi.

$12,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

2014 HONDA ACCORD

Stk#22987, 33k mi.

$11,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 BMW 320X
$17,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

33k miles, Stk#22334

$19,995
'14 HONDA PILOT

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#10085

$18,995
'14 MERCEDES C CLASS

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
28k miles, Stk#20433

'13 FORD EXPLORER
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
27k miles, Stk#20434

$17,888
'13 MERCEDES E CLASS

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
52k miles, Stk#17256

$19,995
'13 NISSAN PATHFINDER
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
42k miles, Stk#10534

$17,995

GET PRE-QUALIFIED IN SECONDS AT MAJORWORLD.COM 



Save on discount rail and show packages with LIRR  
and Metro-North at mta.info

NY Waterway combo tickets also available at AutoShowNY.com

RECORDED INFO: 800-282-3336

Buy Tickets Online or at the Door
Tickets are just $16, children $7

JAVITS CENTER 
AUTOSHOWNY.COM

FOR SECURITY PURPOSES, NO BACKPACKS ALLOWED. RANDOM SECURITY AND BAG CHECKS.   

AN ACTIVITY OF THE GREATER NEW YORK AUTOMOBILE DEALERS ASSOCIATION.

MON-SAT 10AM-10PM 
SUN 10AM-7PM
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T
he New York Auto 
Show is home to 
an awe-inspiring 
combination of 

new ideas, technologi-
cal innovation, power, 
efficiency, design and 
future-looking cars and 
trucks. 

The annual “right of 
passage” for hundreds of 
thousands of New York-
ers will include more 
than 50 new vehicles that 
will be revealed for the 
fi rst time and 1,000 new 
cars and trucks will be 
on display for visitors to 
see, touch, compare, and 
enjoy.   

New York Auto Show 
at Javits Center (55 W. 
34th St. between 11th and 
12th avenues in Manhat-
tan, www.autoshowNY.
com) March 25–April 
3. Tickets $16 adults (13 
and up) and $7 children 
(12 and under).  

All about the 

AUTO
SHOW
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Pricing excludes tax, title and MV fees. All discounts, rebates & incentives are included in pricing. All financing is subject to credit approval. Lessee is responsible for excess wear and tear. Prices subject to change without notice due to 
manufacturers programs. Photos for illustrative purposes only. Not responsible for typographical errors. Residency restrictions apply. Prior sales excluded. Must qualify with Tier 1 credit approval to receive ad specials. Must take same day 

delivery from dealer stock. Must present ad to receive special discounts. All ad cars on first come basis. Douglaston DMV #7105766 and DCA #1279637. Offers expire 3/31/16.

SPOILYOU
WAY!EAST HILLS

let us the

240-02 Northern Blvd.• Douglaston, NY 11362 • www.EastHillsChevrolet.com

EAST HILLS CHEVY 
DOUGLASTON 855-782-1680
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ALL ENDS SUNDAY AT 5PM!

INCLUDED WITH 
EVERY NEW AND 

PRE-OWNED VEHICLE

3 Day/100 Mile 
Vehicle Exchange

$7 Lube, Oil & 
Filter Changes
Synthetic & Diesel Oil Changes Additional

$250 Referral 
Rewards

Annual New York 
State Inspections

Members-Only Parts 
& Service Pricing

Priority Service 
Scheduling

Service Loaner 
Vehicles

Towing Protection

Drop-Off Valet 
Service

Shuttle ServiceShuttle ServiceS

2016 CHEVROLET

MALIBU LS
Stk# 161335S, Reference# 46930, Auto, 1.5L Turbo, Rear Camera, 

Push Button Start, 4G LTE, Bluetooth. 1 Available! MSRP $23,995

39 month closed-end lease through GM Financial with Tier 1+ and Tier 1 approved credit. 
10,000 miles per year, $0.25 mileage overcharge. Due at Lease Signing = $139 or $89 1st 
payment, $2,495 down payment, $0 Security Deposit, $595 Bank Fee plus tax, tags and fees. 
Includes $3,625 Factory Rebate and $1,500 Conquest Rebate. Total Lease Payments: $5,421

$139 $89
/MONTH LEASE /MONTH LEASE

with $1,500 
Conquest Rebate.

OR

2016 CHEVROLET

Stk# 161335S Referen

ALL NEW 2016 CHEVROLET

EQUINOX AWD LT

$159 $89
/MONTH LEASE /MONTH LEASE

with $1,500 
Conquest Rebate.

OR

Stk# 161058, Reference# 37700, Auto, 2.4L V4, Bluetooth, 
Rear Camera, AM/FM, Airbags, ABS. 1 Available! MSRP $29,295

24 month closed-end lease through GM Financial with Tier 1+ and Tier 1 approved credit. 10,000 
miles per year, $0.25 mileage overcharge. Due at Lease Signing = $159 or $89 1st payment, 
$1995 down payment, $0 Security Deposit, $595 Bank Fee plus tax, tags and fees. Includes 
$3,199 Factory Rebates and $1,500 Conquest Rebate. Total Lease Payments: $3,816

2016 CHEVROLET2016 CHEVROLET

CRUZE LIMITED LT

$129 $59
/MONTH LEASE /MONTH LEASE

with $1,500 
Conquest Rebate.

OR

Stk# T0614, Reference# 37702, Auto, 1.4L V4, 4 Cylinder 
Turbo, Bluetooth, 4G LTE. 1 Available! MSRP $22,300

24 month closed-end lease through GM Financial with Tier 1+ and Tier 1 approved credit. 
10,000 miles per year, $0.25 mileage overcharge. Due at Lease Signing = $129 or $59 1st 
payment, $1,495 down payment, $0 Security Deposit, $595 Bank Fee plus tax, tags and fees. 
Includes $5,014 Factory Rebates and $1,500 Conquest Rebate. Total Lease Payments: $3,096

Stk# 161171, Reference# 37696, Auto, 5.3L V8, Park Assist, Heated Front 
Seats, Bed Liner, Steps, Remote Start, Rear Camera. 1 Available! MSRP $44,075

2016 CHEVROLET SILVERADO 
1500 DOUBLE CAB LT 4X4

Lease is for 39 months through GM Financial with Tier 1+ and Tier 1 approved credit. 10,000 
miles per year, $0.25 mileage overcharge. Due at Lease Signing = $299 or $239 1st payment, 
$2,495 down payment, $0 Security Deposit, $595 Bank Fee plus tax, tags and fees. Includes 
$3,000 Factory Rebates and $500 Conquest Rebate. Total Lease Payments: $11,661

$299 $239
/MONTH LEASE /MONTH LEASE

with $500 
Conquest Rebate.

OR

SILVERADO
Stk# 161050, Reference# 37697, Auto, 5.3L V8, A/C, ABS, Leather, 

Navigation, 4G LTE, Roof Rack, Cross Rails. 1 Available! MSRP $59,420

2016 CHEVROLET

SUBURBAN LT 4X4

39 month closed-end lease through GM Financial with Tier 1+ and Tier 1 approved credit. 
10,000 miles per year, $0.25 mileage overcharge. Due at Lease Signing = $549 or $499 1st 
payment, $3,495 down payment, $0 Security Deposit, $595 Bank Fee plus tax, tags and fees. 
Includes $2,000 Factory Rebate, $2,000 Conquest Rebate. Total Lease Payments: $21,411

$549 $499
/MONTH LEASE /MONTH LEASE

with $2,000 
Conquest Rebate.

OR

Stk# 161174, Reference# 37698 , Auto, 3.6L V6, 7 Passenger Seating, Heated 
Front Seats, Rear Camera, Bluetooth, OnStar. 1 Available! MSRP $37,645

39 months through GM Financial with Tier 1+ and Tier 1 approved credit. 10,000 miles per 
year, $0.25 mileage overcharge. Due at Lease Signing = $227 or $189 1st payment, $2,495 
down payment, $0 Security Deposit, $595 Bank Fee plus tax, tags and fees. Includes $2,850 
Factory Rebate and $1,500 Conquest Rebate. Total Lease Payments: $8,871

$227 $189
/MONTH LEASE /MONTH LEASE

with $1,500 
Conquest Rebate.

OR

2016 CHEVROLET

TRAVERSE AWD LT



TIMESLEDGER, MARCH 25-31, 201632    TIMESLEDGER.COMBT FT TL

K
eeping vehicles looking pris-
tine requires care and diligent 
cleaning. So many day-to-day 
activities and environmental 

materials have the potential to dam-
age the finish on cars and trucks. 
While winter weather and chemicals 
used to keep roadways passable are 
often blamed for affecting the appear-
ance of cars and trucks, winter is not 
the only time of year when substances 
can cause damage to vehicles.

Spring and summer are prime sea-
sons for sap, birds, and insects. These 
times of year tend to see an uptick in 
road work as well, and such projects 
can contribute to damage caused by 
loose asphalt, gravel, and tar. Ad-
dressing problems resulting from 
tree sap, insect, and bird droppings 
and tar may not be something to look 
forward to, but it is necessary to keep 
cars looking pristine.

Tree sap
According to Cars.com, an auto-

motive information resource and ve-
hicle sales website, although tree sap 
won’t cause immediate damage to ve-
hicle paint, it should not be ignored. 
Over time, sap can become more diffi -
cult to remove, etch through the clear 
coat on the vehicle, and cause discol-
oration. When the temperature is hot, 
damage from sap can accelerate. 

On windows and windshields, 
drivers may be able to gently remove 
dried sap with a razor blade. How-
ever, use cleaning products on more 
delicate paint. Automotive stores sell 
speciality sap and tar cleaners. Oth-

erwise, you can try rubbing alcohol. 
It may take a few attempts to remove 
sap entirely.

Insects and bird 
droppings

Splattered bugs and avian sur-
prises dropped from above can be 
a messy, unsightly nuisance. Their 
acidic composition also may cause 
them to damage paint over time. 
Bugs and droppings can be sticky, so 
you will need to work with something 
that will remove the splatter without 
removing the paint in the process. A 
product like WD-40 may help. This 
oily product is normally used on rust 
and hinges, but when applied with 
a cloth and allowed to penetrate the 
stain, it can loosen diffi cult-to-re-
move sticky substances. Always test 
any product you use in an inconspic-
uous spot fi rst to make sure it doesn’t 
damage or discolor your the paint.

Insects or droppings that are fresh 
may come off relatively easily with a 
good washing or hosing off of the car. 
Retailers also sell specialty insect 
sponges to remove bugs and other de-
bris.

Tar
Soap and water will do little to re-

move tar and other petroleum-based 
products from vehicles. Commercial 
tar removal products use a strong 
solvent or detergent to loosen the tar. 
This may include kerosene, mineral 
spirits, or another item mixed with 
lubricants. Go slowly and use caution 
so that you remove the tar and not the 

paint.
Drivers who are hesitant to clean 

their vehicles of common residue can 

have their cars or trucks profession-
ally detailed, leaving the work in the 
hands of experts.  

KEEP IT 
CLEAN
Prevent bugs, sap, and other 

substances from ruining your car
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516-823-2277
*$1,995 Down. Must Finance with Acura of Valley Stream for these Special Prices. Not responsible for typographical errors. Photos are for illustration purposes only. 

IS MOVING!!
881 Sunrise Hwy,

Lynbrook

OF
VALLEY STREAM

ALL NEW 2016 ACURA

ALL NEW 2016 ACURA

OF VALLEY STREAM vs.acura.com

444 W. Merrick Rd., Valley Stream, NY 11580 

516-561-7470
Hours: Monday - Thursday:  9am to 8pm 
 Friday:  9am to 7pm
 Saturday: 10am to 6pm 
 Sunday:  11am to 4pm
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TR
MUST FINANCE THROUGH DEALER. PRICES EXCLUDE TAX, TITLE, DEALER & MV FEES. MUST TAKE SAME DAY DELIVERY FROM DEALER FROM STOCK, NO PRIOR DEALS ARE APPLICABLE. PHOTOS FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY. NOT RESPONISBLE FOR TYPO ERRORS. 

ALL OFFERS END 4/5/16. CONSUMER AFFAIRS LIC#0923677 FID#7071878

2014 HYUNDAI SONATA
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

17K MILES #23108T

$12,995

2008 TOYOTA 
HIGHLANDER

SPORT
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, 
PW, PDL, CC, TILT, 

AM/FM, CD, 
84K MILES #23058T

$13,995

2008 TOYOTA
RAV4 SPORT
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, 
PW, PDL, CC, TILT, 

AM/FM, CD, 
97K MILES #23072T

CALL

2008 GMC
ACADIA

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, 
PW, PDL, CC, TILT, 

AM/FM, CD, 
58K MILES #23195T

$12,995

2012 NISSAN SENTRA
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

48K MILES #23110T

$9,995
2007 TOYOTA TUNDRA LIMITED
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

48K MILES #23186T

$22,995
2012 NISSAN QUEST

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
92K MILES #23132T

$14,995
2010 TOYOTA TUNDRA PLATINUM
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

74K MILES #23161T

$21,995

2015 TOYOTA 4RUNNER LTD
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

27K MILES #23146T

$27,995
2005 TOYOTA CAMRY 

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
70K MILES #23134T

$8,995
2013 TOYOTA COROLLA S

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
34K MILES #23130

$13,995
2012 TOYOTA RAV4

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
20K MILES #23129

$16,995
2008 TOYOTA CAMRY XLE

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
93K MILES #22779T

$6,995

2008 TOYOTA 4RUNNER SPORT
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

98K MILES #22606T

$12,995

2016 TOYOTA COROLLA LE PLUS
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

227 MILES #22793

$16,995

2013 TOYOTA CAMRY LE
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

#22675T

$16,995

2014 SUBARU FORESTER LTD
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

25K MILES #22873

$25,995
2014 SCION TC

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
12K MILES #22845T

$13,995

2012 TOYOTA VENZA XLE
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

28K MILES #22703T

$19,995

2012 HYUNDAI TUCSON LTD
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

44K MILES #22883T

$15,995
2008 TOYOTA FJ CRUISER

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
101K MILES #22893T

$12,995

TOYOTA CERTIFIED SUPER

SUPER 
CLEAN CLEAN

CLEAN

CLEAN

CLEAN CERTIFIED

CERTIFIED CERTIFIED

NICECERTIFIED

NICE

CERTIFIED

CERTIFIED

CERTIFIED
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RADE-IN BONUS CERTIFICATE
MUST FINANCE THROUGH DEALER. PRICES EXCLUDE TAX, TITLE, DEALER & MV FEES. MUST TAKE SAME DAY DELIVERY FROM DEALER FROM STOCK, NO PRIOR DEALS ARE APPLICABLE. PHOTOS FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY. NOT RESPONISBLE FOR TYPO ERRORS. 

ALL OFFERS END 4/5/16. CONSUMER AFFAIRS LIC#0923677 FID#7071878

2013 SUBARU FORESTER
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

63K MILES #23191T

$18,995

2012 TOYOTA 
PRIUS 

PLUG IN
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, 
PW, PDL, CC, TILT, 

AM/FM, CD, 
75K MILES #22979T

$10,995

2009 TOYOTA 
PRIUS

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, 
PW, PDL, CC, TILT, 

AM/FM, CD, 
88K MILES #22994T

$8,995

2007 TOYOTA 
SIENNA LE
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, 
PW, PDL, CC, TILT, 

AM/FM, CD, 
117K MILES #23010T

$7,995

2012 TOYOTA RAV4
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

35K MILES #23041

$16,995
2011 TOYOTA VENZA

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
35K MILES #23162T

$18,995
2013 TOYOTA AVALON LTD HYBRID
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

6K MILES #21562T

$29,995

2012 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

25K MILES #22039T

$24,995
2012 HONDA ODYSSEY EXL

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
69K MILES #22146T

$15,995
2011 HONDA CRV

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
50K MILES #22502T

$16,995
2012 TOYOTA COROLLA 

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
33K MILES #22396

$10,995
2013 TOYOTA COROLLA 

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
34K MILES #22550T

$11,995

2012 TOYOTA SEQUOIA PLATINUM
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

61K MILES #21573T

$39,995

R BUYS!

CERTIFIED

CERTIFIED CERTIFIED CERTIFIED CERTIFIED

NAVIGATION

LOADED LOADED

www.StarToyota.net
190-01 Northern Blvd. 

Flushing, NY 11358

Thursday,
March 24

Wednesday,
March 30

Friday,
March 25

Thursday,
March 31

Saturday,
March 26

Friday,
April 1

Monday
March 28

Saturday,
April 2

Tuesday,
March 29

Monday,
April 4
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V
ehicle engines rely on many 
components to run efficiently, 
and motor oil is just one of the 
things that can affect how well 

engines run. 
Motor oil serves to reduce wear 

on moving parts. Oil also cleans, in-
hibits corrosion, improves sealing, 
and cools the engine by carrying heat 
away from moving parts. Each manu-
facturer has its own recommendations 
for oil-change intervals, but many ad-
vise that conventional motor oil be 
changed every 3,000 miles, while syn-
thetic oils should be changed between 
every 7,000 to 10,000 miles. Excessive 
driving, extreme heat, and even cold 
starts can cut down on oil life.

Vehicles receive many oil changes 
over their lifespans, and as a result 
motor oil can have a signifi cant im-
pact on the environment. When not 
handled responsibly or when dis-
carded improperly, petroleum-based 
oils can wreak havoc on wildlife, wa-
ter supplies, and more. Eco-conscious 
motorists can keep the following tips 
in mind when changing their vehi-
cles’ motor oil.

Rely on a major oil change 

chain or service center. Oil change 
locations generally offer motor oil re-
cycling so the oil can be reused and 
disposed of properly. These centers 
also will top off other fl uids and give 
your vehicle a brief inspection, mak-
ing them quite convenient. 

Bring oil to a recycling location. 
If you perform your own oil changes, 
be sure to collect all of the drained oil 
and put it into a canister. Vehicle re-
pair centers generally offer motor oil 
recycling services and serve as drop-
off centers. Check with your munici-
pal recycling center as well, as they 
may have a motor oil drop-off policy.

Keep the 
environment 
in mind when 

changing 
motor oil

V
ehicles rely on many compo-
nents working harmoniously 
to function at optimal capacity. 
Any number of systems can go 

wrong, and oftentimes the first indica-
tion that something has gone awry is 
an illuminated dashboard signal. 

One such signal is the “check en-
gine” light. Many drivers have lit-
tle idea what to do when this indica-
tor lights up, and this light can cause 
some anxiety. According to Consumer 
Reports, a check engine light turning 
on does not usually require immedi-
ate action. However, it does mean that 
you should make an appointment to 
have the vehicle inspected for poten-
tial problems.  

Check engine lights are part of a 
car’s onboard diagnostics. The light 
turning on may indicate something 
minor, such as a loose fuel cap, or some-
thing more serious like a misfi ring en-
gine. When the light turns on, drivers 
wondering why may want to see if the 

answer is related to one of the follow-
ing issues:

Loose gas cap: 
Fuel vapors can leak out and air 

can get in when the fuel cap isn’t se-
cured correctly. This can compromise 
the fuel system and make the check 
engine light come on. Take off the cap 
and then reseal it to see if that allevi-
ates the problem. Cracked caps will 
need to be replaced.

Dirty oxygen sensor: 
A faulty or clogged sensor may not 

provide the right information about 
unburned oxygen from the vehicle’s 
exhaust. This sensor monitors how 
much fuel is burned. Compromised 
data can cause a decrease in fuel effi -
ciency. Some do-it-yourselfers can re-
place an oxygen sensor on their own, 
but those who can’t should have the is-
sue addressed immediately by a pro-
fessional.

Too much speed or load: 
Towing a trailer or another heavy 

item may put strain on the vehicle and 
cause the light to come on because of 
loss of power. Lightening the load and 
reducing speed can help fi x the prob-
lem. Always consult with the owner’s 
manual to determine the towing ca-
pacity of your vehicle.

Short or faulty code: 
Computers aren’t always fool-proof, 

and sometimes an electrical short or 
another similar problem can cause 
a light to come on. Bring the vehicle 
to an automotive supply store. Such 
stores typically have diagnostics tools 
that can be hooked into the car’s com-
puter and provide a more detailed un-
derstanding of what is triggering the 
check engine indicator.

In many cases, a steady check en-
gine light is not a serious concern. 
However, when such a light comes on, 
drivers should try to fi nd out why.

Four reasons to heed 
‘check engine’ light
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Save on discount rail and show packages with LIRR  
and Metro-North at mta.info

NY Waterway combo tickets also available at AutoShowNY.com

RECORDED INFO: 800-282-3336

Buy Tickets Online or at the Door
Tickets are just $16, children $7

FOR SECURITY PURPOSES, NO BACKPACKS ALLOWED.  

RANDOM SECURITY AND BAG CHECKS.  

AN ACTIVITY OF THE GREATER NEW YORK  

AUTOMOBILE DEALERS ASSOCIATION.

MON-SAT 10AM-10PM  SUN 10AM-7PM

JAVITS CENTER     AUTOSHOWNY.COM
MAR 25 - APR 3, 2016

W
hen it comes to vehi-
cle maintenance, the 
rule of two has long 
reigned among profes-

sional automotive technicians 
and driving safety advocates. 
In accordance to this rule, 
drivers replacing important 
parts in their cars and trucks, 
such as tires, brakes, shocks, 
and wiper blades, should al-
ways do so in pairs.

Replacing parts in pairs 
can ensure vehicles are prop-
erly balanced and functioning 
safely. But it’s not just tires, 
brakes and other big-ticket 
components that should be re-
placed in pairs. Vehicle light-

ing plays an integral role in 
keeping drivers and their 
passengers safe, and motor-
ists should exercise the same 
caution regarding their ve-
hicles’ headlights, taillights, 
and turn signals that they do 
when maintaining the rest of 
their cars and trucks.

Why replace aging 
headlight bulbs?

Few drivers include head-
light bulb replacement in 
their vehicle maintenance 
routines. But old headlight 
bulbs can drastically compro-
mise visibility at night, when 
drivers’ visual acuity is natu-

rally reduced by as much as 
70 percent. As headlight bulbs 
age, the effects of exposure to 
sunlight, ozone, and pollution 
can signifi cantly reduce their 
light output. 

According to Philips Au-
tomotive, a leading manufac-
turer of vehicle lighting com-
ponents, headlight bulbs begin 
to project signifi cantly less 
light within two to three years 
of their initial usage, produc-
ing dimmer light outputs that 
compromise the safety of driv-
ers and their passengers. For 
example, new headlight bulbs 
capable of projecting 240-foot 
beams in front of a vehicle 

may see that projection dwin-
dle to just 160 feet within two 
to three years.

Why replace bulbs 
two at a time?

In an effort to promote 
the importance of changing 
headlight bulbs two at a time, 
Philips developed the “Change 
In Pairs” safety campaign, 
which aims to educate motor-
ists about the dangers of dim-
ming lights while promoting 
the many reasons that chang-
ing bulbs in pairs makes the 
road safer for all travelers. 
To support this safety initia-
tive, Philips also packages its 
Upgrade Headlight Bulbs in 
pairs.

Though replacing two 
headlight bulbs when only one 
is dimming may seem unwar-
ranted, maintaining a consis-
tent light output in both head-
lights makes the road safer for 
drivers, their passengers, and 
oncoming motorists. When 

only one bulb is replaced, the 
resulting light output can be 
both unbalanced and unpre-
dictable, providing inadequate 
lighting that can compromise 
driver visibility. In addition, 
oncoming motorists may ex-
perience diffi culty seeing ve-
hicles with just one headlight 
operating at full capacity, and 
some may even mistake on-
coming cars and trucks for 
motorcycles, creating posi-
tioning issues for drivers on 
both sides of the yellow line.

How else can drivers 
improve visibility?

In addition to replacing 
headlight bulbs in pairs every 
two to three years, drivers can 
take the following proactive 
measures to reduce the like-
lihood that their vision will 
be compromised while on the 
road:

Replace worn-out wiper 

blades. Wiper blades need to 
be changed each season.

Safety in numbers
Why it pays to replace headlight bulbs in pairs
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T
eenagers typically anticipate 
the moment they receive their 
driver’s licenses, feeling their 
personal freedom increases 

dramatically in such moments.  
While driver’s licenses may be lib-

erating for teen drivers, parents may 
be considerably less excited when 
their children are behind the wheel. 
Driving is a big responsibility and 
one that requires both concentration 
and maturity. Seemingly innocent 
things can turn pleasurable car rides 
into accidents. 

Driving education programs, test-
ing, and practice behind the wheel 
are required before kids can receive 
their driver’s licenses, but it takes 
more than classes, tests, and limited 
practice for teens to become compe-
tent drivers. The National Center for 
Health Statistics says motor vehicle 
crashes are the leading cause of death 
among 15- to 20-year-olds. Statistics 
show that teen death rates increase 
with each additional passenger. Plus, 
according to the Insurance Institute 
for Highway Safety, 53 percent of mo-
tor vehicle crash deaths among teen-
agers in 2012, the most recent year 

for data collection, occurred on Fri-
day, Saturday, or Sunday between the 
hours of 9 pm and midnight.

Considering one in fi ve 16-year-old 
drivers has an accident within their 
fi rst year of driving, according to sta-
tistics compiled by DoSomething.org, 
teen drivers may need more supervi-
sion and instruction. The following 
are some risks on the road to consider 
when educating teens:

All calls are risky. Turn off 
phones when in the car. The National 
Safety Council says more than 30 
studies show hands-free devices are 
no safer because the brain remains 
distracted by the conversation. When 
talking on a cellphone, drivers can 
miss seeing up to half of their sur-
roundings, including traffi c lights, 
stop signs, and pedestrians. Younger, 
less-experienced drivers may be even 
more distracted.

Slow down. Crash risks for teens 
increase incrementally with each 
mile per hour over the speed limit. 
Speeding reduces driver’s ability to 
avoid an accident, and new drivers 
may not be as capable of avoiding ob-
stacles that come into their paths. 

Go sparingly on passengers. 
The risk for automobile accidents in-
creases with each additional passen-
ger teens have in their cars. The AAA 
Foundation for Traffi c Safety found 
the risk increases 44 percent with 
one passenger, doubles with two pas-
sengers, and quadruples with three 
or more passengers. Friends in the 
backseat can prove very distracting 
or may even encourage young drivers 
to engage in risky behaviors.

Avoid other distractions. In ad-
dition to phones and too many passen-
gers, teens are distracted by looking 
for things in their own vehicle. For 
example, singing and dancing to mu-
sic can distract teens’ attention from 
the road. In addition, some teens may 
tend to personal grooming when be-
hind the wheel, further taking their 
attention away from the road. 

Getting a driver’s license is a 
milestone event in the lives of teen-
agers, but one they should not take 
for granted. Good drivers are not 
born, but developed through practice, 
avoiding distractions and adhering to 
the rules and regulations that govern 
the roads.  

How to help young drivers 
stay safe on the road

R
oad trips can make for great 
weekend getaways or even 
more lengthy vacations for 
those who can’t get enough of 

the open road. But before embark-
ing on any road trips, motorists 
should replenish their car emer-
gency kits with the following items 
so they are fully prepared in the 
event of an accident or an injury.

First-aid kit: A fi rst-aid kit can 
treat cuts and abrasions suffered 
while you are out of the car and 
even some minor injuries that may 
result if you are in a car accident. 
Include essential items like adhe-
sive tape, antibiotic ointment, an-
tiseptic wipes, aspirin, bandages, a 
cold compress, gauze, and scissors. 
Visit www.redcross.org for a more 
extensive list of items to include in 
your fi rst-aid kit, which should be 
kept in your car at all times.

Tools: It’s important to include 
tools in your automotive emer-
gency kit. While a full toolbox 
might be unnecessary, bring along 
an adjustable wrench, a fl at head 
and Phillips screwdriver, a pair of 
pliers, a tire jack and crow bar, an 
ice scraper, and a fl ashlight. Ex-
tra roadside fl ares and refl ectors 
also should be packed should you 
need to pull over and address an 
automotive problem, such as a fl at 
tire. Keep a tire pressure gauge in 
your glove compartment or with 
your other tools so you can check 
tire pressure if you feel your car is 
not operating as smoothly as it nor-
mally does.

Fluids: It’s best to check all of 
your vehicle’s fl uids before begin-
ning a road trip, but it does not 
hurt to bring along some extra 
fl uids just in case you start to run 
low while out on the road. Fluids to 
pack include motor oil, antifreeze, 
brake fl uid, and windshield washer 
fl uid. Include a funnel with these 
items so you can easily pour them 
in should you be running low. Pack 
an empty spray bottle as well so you 
have something to spray washer 
fl uid from if a problem arises with 
your wiper blades.

Wiper blades: Include an extra 
set of wiper blades in your automo-
tive emergency kit. Maintaining 
wiper blades is an oft-overlooked 
component of vehicle maintenance, 
so bring along an extra set of blades 
should your existing blades suc-
cumb to wear and tear while you’re 
on the road. 

Important 
items to 

include in your 
emegency kit
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NEVER GIVE UP 
UNTIL THEY BUCKLE UP.

WHEN THEY’RE TUNING YOU OUT.

I
t is easy for motorists to take 
their tires for granted when ev-
erything is working correctly. 
Wheels and suspension systems 

bear the weight of cars and trucks 
and must bear the brunt of rough 
roads, pot holes, and any additional 
obstacles, so some wear and tear is 
to be expected.

Many drivers know to moni-
tor their tire pressure, but it’s also 
important to check for worn treads 
and inspect tires for punctures or 
damage. Proper tire alignment and 
balance also is essential for a com-
fortable and smooth ride.

Balance
Balancing tires involves equal-

izing the weight of the combined 
tire and wheel assembly so that 
each tire spins smoothly on the 
road. Tires are mounted on the 
wheel assembly, and the chances 
of this assembly having precise 
weight distribution is nearly im-
possible without a little help. Ac-
cording to Discount Tire, the slight-
est imbalance in the tires, even as 
little as half an ounce, can be felt by 
drivers. Unequal mass can make 
tires wobble, causing noticeable vi-
brations.

Mechanics will test tire balance 
by putting it on a balancing ma-
chine. The machine will spin the 
tire and determine the tire’s heavi-
est point. Counteracting weights 

will be placed on the tire hubs to 
create a more uniform balance 
of weight. Lead weights are often 
used, but some are being phased 
out for other metals, such as zinc, 
because of the medical and envi-
ronmental implications of lead.

Tires that are not balanced will 
not only cause vibration, they also 
can lead to uneven wear. 

Alignment
Tire alignment is another way 

to reduce wear and help avoid steer-
ing and “pulling” problems. Bridge-
stone Tires defi nes tire alignment 
as an adjustment of the vehicle’s 
suspension, or the system that con-
nects a vehicle to its wheels.

STAY SMOOTH
Maintain tire balance and alignment for an easy ride
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704 W. Merrick Road, Valley Stream
Mon-Thu 9-9   | Fri 9-8   | Sat 9-7   | Sun 11-5

516-285-8036
HondaofValleyStream.com

All-New 2016 Honda
HR-V AWD EX-L

All-New 2016 Honda
Pilot EX-L

COME IN AND CELEBRATE WITH US!

The most versatile crossover 

South Shore Honda is now

and will soon be moving 
to Sunrise Highway!

164 East Sunrise Hwy. 

Valley Stream

d ill b i

in stock!

in stock!



TIMESLEDGER, MARCH 25–31, 2016 41  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT

SEDANS
1105 IN-STOCK

UNDER $10,999
50 IN-STOCK

SUVs
720 IN-STOCK

TRUCKs
37 IN-STOCK

MAJOR SAYS KEEP IT!
YOUR TAX REFUND!

W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  • EASY FINANCING! BEST CHANCE TO GET APPROVED IS HERE!
††

We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR
Don't Make Your Next Payment 

Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All 
applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 must 

show proof of tax return. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 3/25/2016. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

CARS STARTING    AS 
LOW 
AS

 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 
91k mi, STK#17934$3,995!

'13 TOYOTA CAMRY
$9,495BUY 

FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
28k miles, Stk#17946

'14 HYUNDAI SONATA
$8,995BUY 

FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
42k miles, Stk#17885

'13 NISSAN ALTIMA
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
27k miles, Stk#19051

$8,995
'14 FORD FUSION

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
19k miles, Stk#22534

$9,995$8,995
'12 HONDA ACCORD

32k miles, Stk#1223

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
33k miles, Stk#22118

$9,995

'14 HONDA CRV
$14,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

33k miles, Stk#21947

'13 TOYOTA SIENNA
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
26k miles, Stk#11973

$14,995 $16,995
‘12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

20k miles, Stk#1934

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$15,995
'14 TOYOTA RAV4

26k miles, Stk#22240

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$16,995
‘15 CHRYSLER 300 LTD

23k miles, Stk#22238

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$14,995
'16 CHEVY MALIBU

44 miles, Stk#20432

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'12 MERCEDES ML-350
$22,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

48k miles, Stk#18214

$21,995
'14 LEXUS ES-350

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
48k miles, Stk#22706

'12 MERCEDES GL-450
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
32k miles, Stk#6794

$29,995
‘14 INFINITI Q50

Stk#21811, 16k mi.

$20,888BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$26,995
'13 BMW X5

47k miles, Stk#13791

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘13 LEXUS GS350

Stk#16079, 48k mi.

$23,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

    WITHOUT IMPACTING YOUR CREDIT SCORE!
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BY GRACIANO CLAUSE 

York College is poised to ad-
dress the state of the school’s 
campus with major in-house 
facility projects and repairs 
currently in the works, but its 
long to-do-list has left a par-
ticular project in limbo.

There is a vacant parcel 
of land which belongs to York 
identified as Site 9, where the 
South parking lot is located 
on Guy R. Brewer Boulevard, 
between Liberty Avenue and 

South Road. Site 9 has been 
part of the campus since the 
school’s establishment in 1966. 
With York’s Middle-State Ac-
creditation coming up in two 
years, many issues—strength-
ening academics, improving 
graduation rates, making 
emergency repairs and car-
rying out capital projects—
would seem to have greater 
priority. 

But this vacant piece that 
currently sits idle has the po-
tential for projects that would 

greatly benefit the school and 
the community. 

Ronald Thomas,  vice presi-
dent of administrative affairs 
at York, spoke about taking 
control of the campus’s land 
and future growth. 

“The original master plan 
proposed years ago was for a 
student union to be construct-
ed on the site, but that didn’t 
happen,” Thomas said.

Over the years there have 
been ideas to create a grocery 

BY GABRIEL ROM

Increased enforcement 
against illicit massage parlors 
in Central Queens is making a 
mark.

The NYPD Vice Unit ar-
rested four women at massage 
parlors in Glendale and Ridge-
wood last week, police said.

At the 104th’s March Pre-
cinct Community Council a 
police source said the locations 
of the massage parlors could 
not immediately be released 
because the information may 
put officers involved with on-
going investigations at risk. 
The locations of the parlors 
closed last week will likely be 
released within the following 
weeks, the source added.

After the closure of several 
illegal massage parlors in De-
cember, state Assemblyman 
Mike Miller (D-Woodhaven) 

and state Sen. Joseph P. Add-
abbo, Jr. (D-Howard Beach) 
introduced a package of legis-
lation meant to deter and reg-
ulate these unlicensed busi-
nesses.

The expansive legislation 
comes after a substantial in-
crease in the number of illicit 

massage parlors operating 
throughout the borough and 
a concerted effort by police to 
shut them down.

In December, police an-
nounced a new tactic which in-
volved stationing a uniformed 
police officer outside of sus-
pected locations.

BY PHILIP NEWMAN
 
Two Queens men have 

been sentenced to prison 
for their roles in forcing a 
14-year-old girl into prostitu-
tion along with  a third man 
sentenced to a year which he 
had already served in Rikers 
Island, the district attorney 
said.

 “The defendants in this 
case preyed on a vulnerable 
teenage girl,” said Queens DA 
Robert Brown. “They used 
this child as if she was a com-
modity to be sold to others for 
cash  – money they pocketed 
for themselves.”

 Brown said the defen-
dants were Lindsay Archi-
bald, 33, of Woodside; and 
Stephen Garrison, 27, of 
Jamaica. Last month Archi-
bald pleaded guilty to sex 
trafficking before Queens Su-
preme Court Justice Kenneth 
Holder, who sentenced him to 
three to nine years March 14.  
Garrison also pleaded guilty 
before Holder and was sen-
tenced to three to six years 
for promoting prostitution, 
according to the DA.

 A third defendant, Quane-
sha Hunte, 25, of Far Rock-
away entered a guilty plea to 
promoting prostitution last 
month and was sentenced to 
time served after being held 
in Rikers Island for more 
than a year,  the DA said.

Brown said that accord-
ing to charges in the case, 
a 14-year-old girl ran away 
from home in September 2013 
and shortly thereafter was 
introduced to the defendants. 
Archibald told the girl that 

she had to choose which pimp 
she was going to work for as a 
prostitute.

  “When the victim re-
fused to choose, the three de-
fendants  threatened her and 
claimed she now owed them a 
large sum of money and that 
she had to pay them back by 
performing sex acts for mon-
ey – which she allegedly did 
in a residence on 107th Av-
enue in Queens,” the district 
attorney said.

 According to the crimi-
nal complaint, between Nov 
1, 2013 and Feb. 3, 2014 the vic-
tim was kept in a residence 
on 107th Avenue against her 
will by Archibald and Hunte 
and forced to have sexual 
intercourse with numerous 
men in exchange for cash, 
which she had to turn over 
to Archibald and Hunte. On 
several occasions when the 
victim asked if she could stop 
prostituting herself and told 
the defendants she wanted 
to leave, both Hunte  and Ar-
chibald beat the victim, the 
charges said.

 On one occasion, Archi-
bald told the victim, ‘if you 
ever try to leave, I’ll find you 
and kill you,” according to 
Brown.

On Feb.3, 2014 Archibald 
and Hunte moved the victim 
to Hunte’s residence. The 
victim then had an opportu-
nity to use a phone to call her 
grandmother and reported 
her plight. She also called 
911 for help. Police said as 
they arrived the victim fled 
the house distraught and in 
tears, according to Brown.

Queens has seen an uptick in illicit massage parlors in recent months. 
Photo by Alexa Welch Edlund/AP

Two Queens men who pleaded guilty to forcing a 14-year-old girl 
into prostitution are sentenced to three to nine years in prison.  

Courtesy of shutterstock

What to build on a long-vacant lot, dubbed Site 9 and originally set aside for a student union, on the campus of 
York College is open for ideas again.  Courtesy of York College

Two men sentenced 
in traffi cking case

104th nabs parlor operators

York plots its future
School struggles with status of vacant parcel of land

Continued on Page 58
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March is Colorectal Can-
cer Awareness Month, a re-
minder to all New Yorkers that 
the risk of colon cancer can 
be greatly reduced by getting 
a colonoscopy. In New York 
City, according to the  New 
York Citywide Colon Cancer 
Control Coalition (C5), which 
includes the  NYC Health + 
Hospitals, colorectal cancer 
is the second deadliest cancer, 
killing approximately 1,400 
people each year. If caught 
early, ninety percent of col-
orectal cancers are curable.

I understand talking about 
colonoscopies can make peo-
ple uncomfortable, but it’s 
time to get uncomfortable. 
As a gastroenterologist, I see 
how a colonoscopy can save 
a life. So I urge you to get un-
comfortable, and talk about it 
with your doctor, and if you’re 
50 and older, schedule your 
colonoscopy. 

I’m glad to say colon can-
cer awareness and the work 

of the C5 coalition in NYC has 
helped to close the disparity in 
colon cancer screening rates 
that exists in most other parts 
of the country among blacks, 
whites, Asians and Hispanics. 
In New York City, the colonos-
copy screening rate is now the 
same across ethnic groups, 
this is great news!

Just last year Queens hos-
pitals in our health care sys-
tem performed more than 
4,000 colonoscopies. While 
this is great for our borough, 
there are plenty of people who 
have not yet had this vital 
screening. 

 Patients need to under-
stand the factors related to 
lifestyle that may put them at 
higher risk, such as obesity, 
smoking, lack of physical ac-
tivity and heavy alcohol use. 
It’s also important to remem-
ber people with colon cancer 
often have no symptoms un-
til the disease has reached 
advanced stages, and by the 
time people experience symp-

toms, treatment can be dif-
ficult or ineffective. Signs of 
colon cancer may include:

-
its, including diarrhea, con-
stipation or a change in con-
sistency of stool

in stool

discomfort, such as cramps, 
gas or pain

does not completely empty af-
ter a bowel movement

If you are 50 or over, or 
have family history of col-
orectal cancer, I urge you to 
talk to your doctor, and re-
duce your risk of colon cancer 
by going for a colonoscopy.

NYC Health + Hospitals 
provides affordable colorec-
tal cancer screenings across 
New York City. Visit  www.
nychealthandhospitals.org or 
call 311 to locate a NYC Health 
+ Hospitals location near you. 

It’s Time to Talk about 
Colonoscopies

As people age, their di-
etary needs begin to 
change. Foods that 

were once staples of your diet 
as a youth may be restricted 
once you hit a certain age, 
while other foods you may 
have always avoided may now 
be necessary to fuel and sup-
port a healthy body.

Eating healthy foods and 
exercising may not be enough 
to sustain health, as hormonal 
changes and other health ef-
fects as a person reaches age 
50 can have a profound impact 
on his or her nutritional re-
quirements. The following are 
a few things men and women 
over 50 may want to consider 
as they look to eat a healthy 
diet for years to come.

Vitamin D
Both men and women age 50 

and up have a reduced ability 
to produce vitamin D through 
exposure to the sun. Extra vi-
tamin D will be needed from 
foods and supplements. Every-
one over the age of 50 should 
take a daily vitamin D supple-

ment of 400 IU (10 µg), accord-
ing to Canada’s Food Guide. 
Without adequate vitamin D, 
bone strength and health can 
deteriorate because vitamin D 
promotes calcium absorption. 
Vitamin D also has other roles, 
including helping neuromus-
cular and immune function 
and reducing infl ammation.

Friendly fats
People over age 50 should 

increase their intake of un-
saturated fats and reduce con-
sumption of saturated fats. 
Nutrient-rich unsaturated 
fats can guard against heart 
conditions, protect against 
stroke, keep skin supple, and 
even help men and women 
maintain good neurological 
health. Omega-3 fatty acids 
can be found in nuts, olives, 
seeds, and fatty fi shes.

Increase protein
According to Dr. Christine 

Gerbstadt, a spokesperson for 
the Academy of Nutrition and 
Dietetics, as they age, men and 
women need more protein in 

their diets to maintain their 
muscle mass. The amount of 
protein needed at a younger 
age no longer may be ade-
quate. Look for lean sources of 
protein from fi sh and poultry. 
Beans are also a low-fat source 
of protein that can help fulfi ll 
daily protein requirements.

More fi ber
Eating more fi ber can help 

with digestive and intesti-
nal problems, such as consti-
pation. Constipation can oc-
cur when fi ber intake is not 
enough, coupled with a more 
sedentary lifestyle. The best 
way to get fi ber is through diet. 
Leave the skins on fruit and 
vegetables and choose whole 
fruits over juices. Whole-
grain breads and cereals also 
are good sources of fi ber. Dry 
beans and lentils can add a fi -
ber boost. Always increase fi -
ber slowly to determine your 
tolerance.

Fewer calories
The National Institute on 

Aging says women over the 

age of 50 need between 1,600 
and 2,000 calories, depend-
ing on how physically active 
they are. Men need between 
2,000 and 2,400 calories per 
day. With each passing year 
there is a decrease in the en-
ergy required to maintain 
body weight, so caloric intake 
should be adjusted accord-
ingly.

More water
As a person ages, his or 

her body may not signal it is 
thirsty as well as it once did, 
so it’s possible that you may 
not recognize when you are 
thirsty or dehydrated. The 
Mayo Clinic recommends 
around nine to 10 cups of bev-
erages per day to remain hy-
drated.

Eating healthy and chang-
ing one’s diet is important as 
a person ages, as dietary needs 
at age 50 may be quite different 
from what they were at age 30.  

Dietary recommendations change for people age 50 and older.

How to eat after age 50
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Compassionate Care for Four Generations   
Every funeral detail is handled according to each family’s 

personal and religious preferences.

Specialists in FDIC Insured Pre-Plans
Many Jewish families are turning to Sinai Chapels experienced counselors to establish a Pre-Plan.  

With a Sinai Pre-Plan, families are relieved of dealing with making arrangements at a difficult time.  
Sinai’s Pre-Plan counselors will meet with you at the Chapel, or in the comfort of your home.

Sinai Chapels | 162-05 Horace Harding Expressway | Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406 

www.JewishFunerals.com
We are here 24 hours to serve your family.

WHERE TECHNOLOGY

YOU?

TAKE

CAN

 NEW YORK CITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY

CITY TECH
City Tech (New York City College of Technology) is the largest public college of technology in the Northeast 
and ranked #1 in the nation in producing the highest paid associate-degree earning graduates (PayScale.com). 

FOLLOW
US ON:718.260.5500 WWW.CITYTECH.CUNY.EDU
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store, testing site for mod-
ule homes in the event of an 
emergency, and hotels for 
hospitality  — none of which 
worked for the college aca-
demically. In the intervening 
years there have been propos-
als on how Site 9’s land could 
be used, ideas generated by 
both the college and people 
off campus.

“Within the last 18 months 
the college as the CUNY uni-
versity designated by the 
governor’s office to be the 
Start-Up New York focal 
point in Queens as a site to 
construct a facility that will 
have synergies with what we 
do on campus academically,” 
Thomas said.

The vice president men-
tioned that the school is open 
to all ideas, but it has to be 
one that provides the best use 
and must be consistent with 
the college’s mission. 

As of right now York does 
not have a secured proposal 
from a company that is eli-
gible to participate in the 

Start-Up New York program, 
but Thomas did mention that 
York is continuing to work 
with Greater Jamaica Devel-
opment Corporation, the uni-
versity’s central administra-
tion, and the state to seek out 
prospective partners. 

“While we have a number 
of partners in the pipeline, 
they are not interested in 
building a facility,” Thomas 
said. “They are interested in 
occupying existing space as 
tenants or possibly owners of 
the space.” 

Eligibility to participate 
in the program covers a 10-
year period. Thomas added 
that York does not have a spe-
cific time frame for a partner 
construct a facility on the 
site. 

In terms of the develop-
ment of Site 9, Thomas threw 
out the notion that although 
this is important, there are 
other things that need to be 
taken care of first. 

“With the major chal-
lenges that we are slowly but 
surely overcoming, there are 
priorities but this would be 
in the lower echelon of the top 
tier tasks,” Thomas said.

thing for New York City mov-
ing forward.”

After failing to win wide 
support from community 
boards and borough presi-
dents, the administration had 
to negotiate with a City Coun-
cil in which many members 
wanted more units set aside 
for the city’s poorest residents. 
De Blasio agreed.

“Over the course of coun-
cil negotiations, significant 
changes were made to MIH 
and ZQA to address and re-
spond to concerns of residents 
of the 26th District, including 
issues brought up by Com-
munity Boards 1 and 2,” City 
Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Sunnyside) said. 
“These changes have made 
MIH and ZQA stronger piec-
es of legislation, and turned 
them into bills that will allow 
more affordable housing while 
maintaining existing commu-

nities.”
Van Bramer represents 

Long Island City, which is one 
of seven areas that have been 
identified for rezoning under 
the new rule. Parts of Flush-
ing are also in the mix.

“This bill isn’t perfect,” 
City Councilman Peter Koo (D-
Flushing) said. “But it sets a 
standard that provides a good 
baseline for neighborhoods to 
begin considering plans for 
real affordable housing for a 
variety of incomes.”

In Astoria, nearly 20,000 
seniors are on waiting lists for 
housing -- the highest number 
in they city and almost double 
the number in the second high-
est district -- according to City 
Councilman Costa Constan-
tinides (D-Astoria).

“This agreement will en-
sure more senior housing is 
built while staying contex-
tual to current neighborhood 
zoning,” Constantinides said. 
“The two community boards 
in our district, CB1 and CB3, 
are the only two in Queens 

that approved the proposals 
last year. This agreement ad-
dresses many of their con-
cerns and builds on their 
meaningful input. The overall 
plan will bring us forward in 
our efforts to keep our city af-
fordable for working families 
and seniors.”

In certain areas of the bor-
ough such as Councilwoman 
Elizabeth Crowley’s 25th Dis-
trict, covering Middle Village, 
Glendale and Ridewood, the 
housing and rezoning plan has 
little affect because it is com-
prised mainly of one- and two-
family homes. Other areas 
like Councilwoman Julissa 
Ferreras-Copeland’s 21st Dis-
trict, which includes Corona, 
East Elmhurst and parts of 
Jackson Heights, are densely 
populated and in need of af-
fordable housing.

“The zoning changes the 
Council passed are the most 
aggressive in the country,” 
Ferreras-Copeland (D-East 
Elmhurst) said. 

Continued from Page 4 

Council vote

QUEENS 

Impact 
Awards

To purchase tickets please fi ll in form below, or 
call Linda Lindenauer at (718) 260-4521

HONOREES
Cheril Alexander
Maria Blacque 

Belair
Eddie Boison
David Close
Brendan Fay

Sister Catherine 
Feeney

Erica Ford
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Join us for 
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Gala Dinner

63-20 Commonwealth Boulevard, Douglaston

Thursday, 
May 12th 
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Queens Impact Awards

Gala Dinner

Guest Speaker Borough President Melinda Katz

Weigh in on the issues that matter to Queens by writing 
a letter to the editor. Send your opinions or comments to 

timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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An Open renovation

The final truss is lifted to the roof of Arthur 
Ashe Stadium on Wednesday morning.  

Photo by Michael Shain 

All around the perimeter at the top of the stadium, scores of huge garage doors keep the air 
cooled by an elaborate system of chilled water from escaping.  Photo by Michael Shain 

A rendering of the US Open campus shows Louis Armstrong Stadium (upper right), which is 
being torn down and replaced by 2018, also with a roofed stadium.  Courtesy of USTA

The first portion of the dome has been cov-
ered (top) on the stadium's west end.   

Photo by Michael Shain
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Artistic laundry line dis-
plays have turned an urban 
backyard in one Ridgewood 
neighborhood into an exhibit 
space, and neighbors never 

know what they will see when 
they look up or out their apart-
ment windows.

Drying clothes on lines 
may be a thing of the past, but 
creative type Jessica Langley 
discovered a new way to use 

the almost-forgotten line ex-
tending from her third floor 
flat. After reaching out to vari-
ous artists from near and far, 
who couldn’t wait to take part 
in her innovative project space 
called The Stephen and George 

Laundry Line, she figured out 
a way to transform her build-
ing’s shared backyard site into 
a backdrop for dynamic hang-
ing works of art.

Beginning last year, Lan-
gley, 34, has curated a series 
of eye-catching, out-of-the-box 
creations that have graced her 
space and livened up the view 
for her neighbors.

“I want to create beautiful 
and creative moments for my 
neighbors that are nonverbal 
– so many different languages 
are being spoken around here. 
In my local art community, I’d 
like to create an opportunity 
for people to try out ideas and 

make new friends,” she said.  
Langley has been involved 

with other artistic projects, 
like Event Horizon, an exhi-
bition currently on view at 
Maspeth’s Knockdown Center 
through April 24. 

Langley’s Laundry Line re-
mains a challenging environ-
ment for her artist friends, but 
each has managed to resolve 
the issues associated with 
that unique outdoor spot in 
different ways. 

“The work stays out rain or 
shine, must fit on the line, and 
can’t weigh more than a wet 
load of laundry,” she said. 

Continued on Page 54
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ART WIND
Artist Andrea Bergart’s “Rainbow Sherbert” 
was an earlier exhibition on the Stephen and 
George Laundry Line in Ridgewood.  

Photo courtesy Joe Ballweg
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Stephen and George Laundry Line creates 
al fresco gallery in Ridgewood backyard
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PRODUCTIONS

“Cosi fan tutte” —  Queens College drama 
and music students present an updated 
version of Mozart’s opera set at Coney Island 
during the 1920s.
When: April 7 - April 10
Where: Goldstein Theatre at Kupferberg 
Center for the Arts, 
Cost: $20/adults, $18/seniors, $10/Queens 
College students, faculty and staff
Contact: (718) 793-8080
Website: www.kupferbergcenter.org

“Julius Caesar” —  Titan Theatre Co. ends 
its season with Shakespeare’s drama about 
politics, power and ambition. 
When: March 25 - April 10
Where: Queens Theatre, 14 United Nations 
Ave., South, Flushing Meadows Corona Park
Cost: $18
Contact: (718) 760-0064
Website: www.queenstheatre.org

“The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes” — Aquila 
Theatre presents a witty, fast-paced production 
of the Sherlock Holmes story with one huge twist: 
Holmes will be played by a woman. 
When: April 1 - April 3
Where: Queens Theatre, 14 United Nations Ave., 
South, Flushing Meadows Corona Park
Cost: $25-$42
Contact: (718) 760-0064
Website: www.queenstheatre.org

“The Sunshine Boys” — Neil Simon’s comedy 
about a old-time vaudevillian comic duo 
attempting to make a comeback gets a new 
staging by the Rockaway Theatre Co. 
When: April 1 - April 10
Where: The Post Theatre, Building T4, Ft. 
Tilden, Rockaway
Cost: $15/adults, $12/seniors and students
Contact: (718) 374-6400
Website: www.rockawaytheatrecompany.org

“The Wind in the Willows” — Kenneth 
Grahame’s classic children’s story adapted 
into a stage play by A. A. Milne, with music by 
H. Fraser Simson, follows the adventures of 
Mole, Rat, Badger and Toad of Toad Hall.
When: April 16 - April 24
Where: Saint Luke’s Church, 85 Greenway 
South, Forest Hills
Contact: (718) 268-7772
Website: www.gingerbreadplayers.org

AUDITIONS

“Harvey” — First String Players announces 
auditions for its production of Mary Chase’s 
classic comedy “Harvey.”
When: April 24, from 1 pm - 3 pm, and April 
27, from 7 pm - 9 pm
Where: Our Lady of Mercy Parish Hall, 70-01 
Kessel St., Forest Hills

Continued on Page 52

Answers in Sports

The Adventures  
of Sherlock Holmes

April 1 - 3, 2016 
Friday 2pm
Saturday 2pm, 8pm
Sunday 3pm
Tickets from $25

“Aquila’s productions 
are beautifully spoken, 
dramatically revealing 
and crystalline in effect”
- The New Yorker

Season  
Sponsors

www.queenstheatre.org

Box Office: 718.760.0064

Use 
Promo Code 
QTLEDGER 

for $5 off 
tickets! 

A New Stage Adaptation by Aquila Theatre
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BY SUZANNE PARKER

Ramen, once regarded as 
the slacker food in the cheap 
little packets, has certainly 
become a thing over the last 
few years.  

It has received adulation 
from foodies, and is on the 
radar even of the culinarily 
indifferent.  

Queens has the bragging 
rights of being home to what is 
arguably the most celebrated 
noodle joint in the metropoli-
tan area, Mu Ramen in Long 
Island City.  

So when we heard about a 
newish ramen establishment, 
Shuya Café de Ramen, with a 
few quirky features, like bill-
ing itself as a furniture show-
room, the pull was irresist-
ible. 

The sign outside the café 
features the name “Shuya” 
in the center, with the words 
“Café de Ramen” to the left, 
and “Furniture Showroom” to 
the right.  

There is an explanation 
for this double billing.  There 
is not one but two Shuyas in-
volved.  

There is Shuya Miyawaki, 
the Yokahama-born chef, and 
his business partner, Shuya 
Iida, designer and manufac-
turer of his line of custom 
made furniture.  The petite 

dining room is fitted out in 
Iida’s lean, functional designs.  
The walls anchor a network 
of his meticulously crafted 
wooden rectangles, displaying 
an eclectic set of artifacts.  The 

only wall art is a poster with 
the Shuya logo and the words 

“Shuya Life Design Lab.”  
Miyawaki, no slouch in the 

design department, created, 
with his wife, Hitomi Kamimu-

ra, the handmade pottery used 
in the restaurant.

The menu is spare like the 
design style.  No pork broth.  
Five ramen variations.  About 
a dozen tapas divided between 
hot and cold.  No desserts.  
Tea and Japanese soft drinks.  
Cash only (be forewarned).  

Korobuta popcorn dog was 
described as a “deep fried 
black pork sausage fritter.” Ko-
robuta  pork is sort of the Wa-
guyu of pork.  The most prized 
breed in Japan. It is the color 
of the pig rather than the sau-
sage, which is black.  It came 
in a paper cone in a bucket ac-
companied by a precious two-
well hand-made ceramic con-
diment receptacle filled with 
a dollop each of mustard and 
ketchup.  

Cute?  Yes.   Tasty?  Yes.  
Weird?  That also.  

It struck me as a candidate 
for carnival food.  It recalled 
to mind some of the oddities I 
encountered in Japan as takes 
on American cuisine like spa-
ghetti with ketchup and sushi 
pizza.  We wouldn’t have no-
ticed anything special about 

BY MERLE EXIT

Queen’s newest kings of the kitchen 
took home the top prize in a citywide 
cooking competition last week after 
wowing the judges with their fiery Si-
chuan hot pot.

The young crew of culinary cre-
ators hails from Flushing, Bayside and 
Jamaica, and have been working to-
gether as a group to hone their skills. 

They competed as Team Abbe, 
named for the Marion McMahon Abbe 
Clubhouse in Flushing, where these 
cooks take part in the Junior Battle 
Chef programs at this location of the 
Boys’ Club of New York. 

“Our Junior and Teen Battle Chef 
program is offered in all three of the 
Boys’ Club of New York clubhouses,” 
Stephen Tosh, executive director, said. 
“The boys choose recipes from many 
world cuisines, including West Indian, 
Creole, Chinese, Thai and Italian.”

Also competing at the 2016 champi-
onships held at the Flushing clubhouse 
were young cooks from the Harriman 
Clubhouse on Manhattan’s Lower East 
Side and the Elbridge T. Gerry, Jr. 
Clubhouse from East Harlem. 

The Junior Battle Chef program is 

for members who are ages 10-12. The 
Teen Battle Chef program is open to 
members 13 and older. 

Both classes, created by Family-
Cook Productions, a Manhattan-based 

culinary and educational program de-
veloper, offer lessons in nutrition and 
cooking skills. Chefs learn to read a 
recipe, to handle a knife properly and 
to expand their knowledge of world 

cuisine, Tosh said. 
“While some of our members have 

spent time in the kitchen with their 
parents or grandparents, most of them 
have very little experience cooking,” 
Tosh said.  “Many boys are familiar 
with heating soup or sometimes bak-
ing, but they learn to chop onions, cook 
rice, and sauté vegetables at Boys’ Club 
of New York.”

The other teams made Thai chicken 
satay and shrimp jambalaya. 

Tosh said because most of the Boys’ 
Club events usually happen at one of 
the two Manhattan locations, he want-
ed to make sure Queens was well rep-
resented at this first-time competition 
in the borough. 

“We decided to ask Queens-based 
chefs, critics and social media person-
alities to be our guest judges,” Tosh 
said. “We really wanted this event to 
celebrate Queens, and celebrate Boys’ 
Club of New York’s significance in the 
Queens community.”

Judges included Chef George McK-
irdy of Astor Bake Shop in Astoria, 
Chef Hugue DuFour of M. Wells and 
Queens Eats Instagrammer Joe DiSte-
fano. 

The traditional noodle soup at Shuya Café de Ramen in Astoria can be enhanced with extra toppings, such as 
a flavored egg.  Photo by Suzanne Parker

Young chefs crowned kings of city’s cuisine

Noodles bubble to the top in Astoria
Shuya Café de Ramen elevates Japanese comfort food to next level of dining options

Continued on Page 54

DINING OUT

Members of Team Abbe from Marion McMahon Abbe Clubhouse in Flushing work together 
to create their winning Sichuan hot pot at the Junior Battle Chef competition.  

Photo courtesy Boys’ Club of New York
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EVENTS

Holi, the Spring Festival 
of Colors — Join Flushing’s 
Hindu Temple Society of 
North America as it presents 
a celebration of the return of 
spring with colorful dances 
and music. 
When: Sunday, March 27, from 3 
pm - 5 pm
Where: Queens Museum, 
New York City Building, 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 592-9700
Website: www.
queensmuseum.org

Lainie Kazan with Dick 
Capri— Film, TV and stage star 
Lainie Kazan returns to her 
singing roots with a concert 
of standards. Comedian Dick 
Capri opens the show. 
When: Sunday, April 3, at 3 pm
Where: Queensborough 
Performing Arts Center, 222-
05 56th Ave., Bayside
Cost: $42 - $48

Contact: (718) 631-6311
Website: www.qcc.cuny.edu/
qpac

Kathy Griffi n — Take a trip to 
the D-List with comedian, TV 
personality and author Kathy 
Griffi n as she brings her 
stand-up act to Queens. 
When: Saturday, April 9, at 8 pm
Where: Colden Auditorium, 
Kupferberg Center for the 
Arts, 65-30 Kissena Blvd., 
Flushing
Cost: $39 - $74
Contact: (718) 793-8080
Website: www.
kupferbergcenter.org

FILM

Karoke at the Movies — If 
you’re just a girl who cain’t 
say no, head to QCC and 
this sing-a-long showing of 
“Oklahoma!”
When: Saturday, March 26, at 
7:30 pm
Where: Queensborough 
Performing Arts Center, 222-
05 56th Ave., Bayside

Cost: $5
Contact: (718) 631-6311
Website: www.qcc.cuny.edu/
qpac

And the Beat Goes On: 
Music Making on Film 
— In conjunction with 
its exhibition about the 
Ramones, the Queens 
Museum has planned a nine-
week fi lm series exploring 
the evolution of musical 
performers on celluloid. This 
week’s fi lm is the Ike and 
Tina Turner bio-pic “What’s 
Love Got to Do With It.”
When: March 30, at 2 pm
Where: Queens Museum, 
New York City Building, 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park
Cost: Free with museum 
admission, $8/adults 
suggested, $4/seniors 
suggested
Contact: (718) 592-9700
Website: www.
queensmuseum.org

MUSIC

Aurora & Zon del Barrio 
— An evening of Latin salsa, 
plena and boogaloo music 
from the African Diaspora 
performed by Aurora Flores 
with a 15-piece orchestra 
will serve as a tribute to 

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 
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By Ed Canty

Don't Get Angry
Across
1. Displayed
6. Express
11. Sleep acronym
14. Part of a TV 
transmission
15. Circa
16. Eggs
17. Embroidery 
technique
19. To now
20. Stickball venue
21. Join
23. Thin strip
25. End of a threat
26. Fireman's 
badge shape
31. College flora 
at Yale
32. Fissile rock
33. Little one
37. School 
semester, e.g.
39. ___ Diego
40. Fuss
41. Branch 
headquarters?
42. First name in 
perfume
44. Beetle juice?
45. Give the third 
degree
49. Vehicle with 
caterpillar treads
52. Carnival 
attraction
53. Noted Italian 
violinist

56. Country on the 
Baltic
60. Jar part
61. Type of betrayal
63. ___ Maria
64. Port of ancient 
Rome
65. Elias and 
Gordie
66. Gymnast's goal
67. Not well-
groomed
68. City near 
Düsseldorf

Down
1. Pouches
2. In pain
3. Fragrance
4. Most prudent
5. Sans schnozzle

6. Port vessel
7. Passing notice
8. Tad
9. Bird of the hour
10. Anesthetic 
choices
11. Shade of blue
12. Civil rights 
leader Medgar
13. Photo finish
18. Put away
22. Pasta topper
24. Ribs
26. Paw
27. Swear
28. Stringed 
instrument
29. Kind of warfare
30. One paying a 
flat fee
34. Cartoon bear

35. Top Tatar
36. Relaxation
38. Muhammad's 
birthplace
40. Big pain
43. Deposed 
leader's limbo
46. Like coin flips
47. Of no use
48. Urban railways
49. Water balloon 
sound
50. Innocent
51. Author Nash
54. Daft
55. Nile wader
57. Wedding words
58. Understanding 
words
59. PGA part
62. Set down

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30

31 32 33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

41 42 43 44

45 46 47 48

49 50 51 52

53 54 55 56 57 58 59

60 61 62

63 64 65

66 67 68

LAST 
WEEK'S 
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Theater
Contact: fi rststringplayers@
gmail.com

MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights 
Circle Meeting — Formerly 
known as the Playwrights 
Circle of Great Neck, this 
open group features 
discussion, workshopping 
and writing exercises for 
playwrights in Queens and 
Nassau counties.
When: Every other Wednesday, 
7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Where: Atria, 96 Cutter Mill 
Road, Great Neck
Contact: Muriel, (718) 225-7382

ET TU, TITAN?
Laura Frye, as Portia, and John Taylor Phillips, as Brutus, 
rehearse a scene from Titan Theatre Co.’s production of 
“Julius Caesar,” which opens Friday at the Queens Theatre. 
For more information, see listings under Productions.  

Photo courtesy Titan Theatre Co.

Continued on Page 55
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BY MERLE EXIT

It was an award-winning evening as 
the Queens World Film Festival staged 
its closing ceremonies at the Museum 
of the Moving Image in Astoria Satur-
day night.

“We are so thrilled by the films 
shown and the overwhelming re-
sponse from our audience and the me-
dia,” festival directors Don and Katha 
Cato said in a statement. “This was our 
largest festival ever with a number of 
standing-room-only screenings, we 
thank all of our filmmakers, sponsors, 
venues and staff.”

Earlier in the week, director Mel-
vin Van Peebles received the festival’s 
Spirit of Queens Award in recognition 
of his work, which helped create a new 
era in African-American cinema. 

His ground-breaking 1971 movie 
“Sweet Sweetback’s Baadasssss Song” 
was shown as part of the tribute. 

The closing evening program began 
with a screening of the “Smithereens,” 
the 1982 film directed by Susan Seidel-
man. 

A Q&A session with Seidelman and 
the museum’s curator David Schwartz 
followed the film.

Then it was off to the Paper Fac-
tory Hotel and the presentation of the 
awards. 

Katha Cato added that the films 
selected “were inclusive and diverse, 

truly representative of the world and 
the world of film.”

Winners were determined by a 
group of judges, audience members 
and the Catos.

Below is a list of the winning films:
• Best Animation — “Lima,” by Af-

shin Roshanbakht and Vahid Jafari
• Best Family Friendly — “Mr. 

Ready,” by John Galvin
• Best LGBTQ — “Life’s a Drag,” by 

Robin Royce Queree
• Best Actress in a Short — Marisa 

Vitali, “Grace”
• Best Actress in a Feature — Sareh 

Bayat, “Oblivion Season”
• Best Actor in a Short — Calvin 

Smith, “Better Man”
• Best Actor in a Feature — Timo-

thy Neil Williams, “Read Me”
• Best Ensemble — “Ride or Die”
• Best Comedy Short — “RSVP,” 

Nicholas Billon
• Best Comedy Feature — “Dirty 

Beautiful,” Tim Bartell
• Best Cinematography Short — 

“City of Dreams,” Yana Karin
• Best Cinematography Feature — 

“Dying Candle,” Rabin Acharya
• Best Cinematography Documen-

tary — “God Knows Where I Am,” Ge-
rardo Puglia

• Best Director Documentary Short 
— “With Love,” Christopher Ludgate

Queens World Film Festival co-founder Don Cato speaks at a ceremony honoring Melvin Van 
Peebles during last week’s festivities.  Photo by Naeisha Rose

That’s a wrap on Queens World Film Festival
Sixth annual event honors movie directors Melvin Van Peebles, Susan Seidelman

Continued on Page 54

At Bay Terrace 
Shopping Center

Serving Lunch & Dinner

“Enhance Your Steak Experience” 
with our 

SIGNATURE STEAKS
$12.99 & UP

Sun ~ Thur: 11am 10pm
Fri ~ Sat:    11am - 11pm

Visit our website: www.Outback.com

23 - 48 Bell Blvd., Bayside  
718-819-0908

Reasonably Priced Gift Certificates Available!

TAKE 15% OFFTTPerfect for sharing

BLOOMIN’ ONION 10% OFF
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less people 
per table, Not Good on Holidays. 

Come & Enjoy a Delicious
Homemade Italian Lunch with us!

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

PENNE MELANZANA

PENNE 
CAMPAGNOLA

PENNE PAPALINA

PENNE FLORENTINE

PENNE FANTASIA

PENNE DELIZIOSA

PENNE SCARPIELLO

BAKED ZITI

LASAGNA

PENNE FLORIO

PENNE FORTUNATI

PENNE CARUSO

PENNE GAMBERONI

PENNE VODKA

PENNE & CHICKEN 
SCAMPI

BAKED RAVIOLI

SALAD

CAESAR

GARDEN
       *Add Grilled 
        Chicken + $3
       *Add Grilled 
         Shrimp + $4

SANDWICHES

MEATBALL
EGGPLANT
PEPPER & EGG
SAUSAGE
SAUSAGE & 
PEPPER

       ** Parmigiana
            on Request

Pasta Dishes Salad* +
1/2 Hero Sandwich**

No substitutions 
or takeout

LUNCH SPECIALS
         Monday–Friday, 12 Noon–3pm

$795

10% OFF
DINNER
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the wiener nugget inside if we hadn’t 
read the menu.

The pork bun, a steamed bun 
wrapped around pork chashu, and 
egg tartar sauce, would make a sub-
stantial snack by itself.  It seemed 
more Chinese than Japanese, but let’s 
not hold that against it.  

Brussels sprout tempura arrived 
in a paper cone in a bucket like the 
popcorn dog.  It comes drizzled with 
truffle oil and sprinkled with Hima-
layan sea salt.  The batter was light 
and crisp, and the Brussels sprout in-
teriors took on an almost creamy tex-
ture.  That being said, they were also 
kind of monotonous if you attempted 
to eat a whole order.  They would be 
better if you were eating with friends, 
and ordered them for the table.

The main event here is unques-
tionably the ramen.  

Miyawaki confines his broth mak-
ing to chicken with fish or fish and 
clam.  His broth has depth, character, 
and an abundance of umami, achieved 
without dependence on MSG, a matter 
of pride for this chef.  The noodles are 
properly chewy.  The toppings are of 
excellent quality, but not overly abun-
dant.  There is a list of extra toppings 
for $1 to $4 each.  It makes sense to add 
a flavored egg for a dollar extra, but 
a buck for house-made spicy sauce?  
Same goes for grated ginger and fish 
powder.  

Tea is extra, too, an unfortunate 
trend we’re seeing more and more.

The Bottom Line
Shuya Café de Ramen is a delight-

ful place for an authentic bowl of noo-
dle soup and other snacks.  We see it 
as a great neighborhood spot, but only 
a destination if you live in a verified 
ramen desert or are also in the mar-
ket for custom-made furniture.

Suzanne Parker is the TimesLedg-
er’s restaurant critic and author of 
“Eating Like Queens: A Guide to Eth-
nic Dining in America’s Melting Pot, 
Queens, N.Y.” She can be reached by 
e-mail at qnsfoodie@aol.com.

• Best Director 
Documentary Feature 
— “God Knows Where 
I Am,” Todd and Jedd 
Wider

• Best Documentary 
Short — “In the Hollow,” 
Austin Bunn

• Best Documentary 
Feature — “Marzia, My 
Friend,” Kirsi Mattila

• Best Director Short 
— “Queen Kong,” Moni-
ca Lisa Stambrini

• Best Director Fea-
ture — “She Sings to the 
Stars,” Jennifer Corc-
oran

• Best Short — “A 
Warm Spell,” Toshi-
michi Saito

• Best Feature — 
“H.O.M.E.” Daniel Mal-
donado

• Special Prize for 
Motion Graphics — 
“Hoppla!”

• Special Prize of 

First Feature — “Noth-
ing Serious”

• Special Prize for 
Social Impact in a Doc-
umentary — “Julio of 
Jackson Heights”

• Special Jury Prize 
— “Oblivion Season”

• Audience Award 
Documentary — “Sav-
ing Jamaica Bay”

• Audience Award 
Feature — “Pop Meets 
the Void”

• Founders Choice 

for Short — “Alles Wird 
Gut, (Everything Will 
Be Okay)”

• Founders Choice 
Feature — “She Sings to 
the Stars”

• Best of the Fest — 
“Pop Meets the Void”

On Friday, April 22, 
the Queens World Film 
Festival will present a 
free screening of this 
year’s shorts at Resorts 
World Casino. 
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Young filmmakers from PS 69 in Jackson Heights played a 
part in this year’s Queens World Film Festival. The 32 fifth-
grade students created five movies that were shown at 
their school during the festival’s run last week. 

Photo courtesy Ken Brown

The current musical 
triangles backyard in-
stallation, “The Third 
Line of Sight,” tinkles 
like a wind chime. It was 
designed by Los Ange-
les-based artist Alison 
O’Daniel, whose display 
will be up until April 16.  
Several more artists are 
scheduled, as well.  

“My piece is an arc 
of triangles and a single 
hanging triangle, hung 
so that it will touch the 
arc and make a tone with 
the wind,” O’Daniel said. 

Concurrent to her 
work on The Stephen and 
George Laundry Line, is 
her solo exhibition with 
Art in General, hosted 
at the Knockdown Cen-
ter and opening Friday. 
“Room Tone” will be a 
layered and immersive 
installation.

“I utilize visual 
musical scores, closed-
captions, sound tracks, 
and storytelling as fluid 
modes of perception or, 
as assistive listening 
devices that encourage 
the viewer to navigate 
between form, concept, 
object, sound, and narra-
tive,” O’Daniel said.  

A recent work was 
developed with deaf 
and hearing musicians, 
skateboarders, march-
ing bands, composers, 
athletes, actors and art-
ists, who she asked to 
navigate, de-construct 
and re-imagine sound. 

Previously displayed 
on the line, was Danish 
artist Heidi Hove’s enig-
matic “Nobody sees the 
trouble you see” exhibit. 

Her message or per-
sonal outcry was spelled 
out in a large luminous 
sign made of light ropes. 
The phrase invited ques-

tioning and was open to 
interpretation. 

This was Hove’s first 
New York exhibition. 

“It was an interesting 
but challenging concept 
and an unusual constel-
lation to deal with as an 
artist, but a great oppor-
tunity for me as a foreign 
artist to do a solo show 
here. I think that’s a 
dream that many artists 
have,” she said. 

Hove said she likes 
working in places that 
are off the beaten path. 
Ridgewood, which is a 
mostly residential area, 
meets her criteria when 
it comes to New York 
City. 

“It’s far away from the 
popular and touristic ar-
eas of Manhattan.,” she 
said. “Therefore, it’s in-
teresting to interact with 
this specific neighbor-
hood and to get a better 
understanding of New 
York as a whole.”

Hove chose light as 
her medium, but many of 
the laundry line projects 
have been textiles-based, 
like Ridgewood art-
ist Andrea Bergart’s dyed 
painting on silk, called 
“Rainbow Sherbet” on 
display last year. In her 
other works, she uses ce-
ment truck barrels, UV 
sensitive dyes, acrylic 
paint, and color pencils. 
Bergart was recently fea-
tured in a group show at 
Ridgewood’s Lorimoto 
Gallery.  

Out-of-towner Ra-
chel Hayes is known for 
her billowing, brightly 
colored, geometric quilt-
like textiles. Her “Flow 
Riotous” (sewn polyes-
ter, vinyl, nylon satin) 
was the inaugural exhi-
bition for Laundry Line 
last summer.  

She creates abstract 
compositions that em-
brace the language of 
painting, while inter-
acting with space in a 
sculptural/architectural 
manner. Hayes’ installa-
tion-based creations have 
been featured at Sculp-
tureCenter in Long Island 
City and at other ven-
ues. She has been com-
missioned to create public 
projects in Lower Man-
hattan and Brooklyn. 

Another line project 
was a text-based display 
(vinyl pendants) that 
celebrated cultural dif-
ferences between Mexico 
and the United States.  
Mexico City artist Móni-
ca Palma Narváez’ un-
usual, detailed work 
derived specific textile 
patterns and common 
phrases coupled with an 
abstract slant.

Brooklyn artist An-
drew Zarou’s meticu-
lously-cut shower cur-
tains also rocked the 
Ridgewood site last year. 
He has exhibited in insti-
tutions and galleries na-
tionally and locally, in-
cluding MoMA PS 1 and 
the Brooklyn Public Li-
brary, to name a few. 

Langley said her goal 
is to provide an informal 
site, which she described 
as “a stage for a hyper-lo-
cal display of semi-public, 
semi-private art, where 
the act of looking is cel-
ebrated and encouraged.”

Appointments avail-
able. Contact: Jessica 
Langley at stephenand-
george@gmail.com.
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Curator of the Stephen and George Laudry Line in Ridgewood, Jessica Langley, places a 
new piece of art on the line.  Photo courtesy Jessica Langley

IF YOU GO
Shuya Café 
de Ramen
42-13 Broadway

Astoria
(718) 777-0430

Price Range: Appetizers $3-$7, 
Ramen $12-$14

Cuisine: Ramen and Japanese 
snack foods.

Setting: Small, attractive, 
understated décor.

Service: Friendly, effi cient.
Hours: Monday, Wednesday - Friday, 
5 pm - 10 pm; Saturday and Sunday, 

noon - 10 pm; Closed Tuesdays
Reservations: No

Alcohol: No
Parking: Street
Dress: Casual

Children: Welcome
Music: No

Takeout: Yes
Credit cards: Cash Only
Noise level: Acceptable

Handicap accessible: Yes
WIFI: No

ANDREA BERGART
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Superb Spanish and 
Continental Cuisine

Open For Lunch and Dinner
All Major Credit Cards Accepted

FREE PARKING

RESTAURANT

718-423-0100 · 220-33 Northern Blvd · Bayside, New York 11361
marbella-restaurant.com

DINNER THEATRE MUSICAL
Encore Performance

“Simply Me”
A Show About Everything (Almost)

Thursday April 7th Show  8:00pm

Featuring Mitchell Robert 
with his musicians

John Bowen, Musical Director & Keyboard

David Shaich, Bass

Mitch Endick, Sax, Flute, Clarinet 

Eric Redlefsen, Drums 

Act 1
Four Course Elegant  Dinner ~ 6:30pm

Entree ~ Choice of Salmon, Veal Jerez, 
Chicken Madrid, Paella
Dessert ~ Flan or Gelato

Act II 
Showtime ~ 8:00pm

Cozy Musical Exploring Life’s Adventures
“Simply Me” is Simply You! 

We will laugh and share a tear 
$49.00 pp plus tax and gratuity

Limited Seating

Advance Reservation Required

Tel. 718-423-0100

EASTER 
DAY

Available for Private Parties & Catering
Private Facilities for Business Meetings 

& Personal Functions, 
250 Person Maximum

   Entertainment by 
Harpist Victor Gonzalez

Elegant Spanish and Continental Cuisine

There is an advantage if 
you become somewhat 

famous a little later in life, 
no one can say,

“Look how old he got.”

Cuban trumpeter Alfredo 
“Chocolate” Armenteros, who 
died in January.
When: Friday, March 25, at 8 
pm, pre-show members lounge 
at 7 pm
Where: Flushing Town 
Hall, 137-35 Northern Blvd., 
Flushing
Cost: $16/adults, $10/
members and students
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: www.
fl ushingtownhall.org

Falu’s Bollywood Orchestra 
— This ensemble, fronted by 
one of India’s most infl uential 
musicians, combines the 
sounds of Bollywood’s golden 
age with a modern style. 
When: Saturday, March 26, at 
7 pm
Where: Flushing Town 
Hall, 137-35 Northern Blvd., 
Flushing
Cost: $16/adults, $10/
members and students
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: www.
fl ushingtownhall.org

Ian Kay: A Musical Journey 
From Doo Wop to Jazz — 
Explore the music of the 20th 
century with performances 

by Ian Kay and the OKs, the 
New York Belles, Low Key 
Acappella and Leon Petruzzi 
with the NY Little Big Band. 
When: Saturday, April 2, at 8 pm
Where: LeFrak Concert Hall, 
Kupferberg Center for the 
Arts, 65-30 Kissena Blvd., 
Flushing
Cost: $35 - $40
Contact: (718) 793-8080
Website: www.
kupferbergcenter.org

The Sinatra Century— 
Performers Billy Stritch and 
Jim Caruso celebrate the 
music of Frank Sinatra with a 
concert of classics from Ol’ 
Blue Eyes.  
When: Sunday, April 10, at 3 pm
Where: Queensborough 
Performing Arts Center, 222-
05 56th Ave., Bayside
Cost: $40
Contact: (718) 631-6311
Website: www.qcc.cuny.edu/
qpac

TALK

Death Becomes Her: 
Fashionable Mourning 
from 1815 to 1915 — Jessica 
Glasscock, assistant curator 
at the Met’s Costume 
Institute, will discuss the 
evolution of American and 
European mourning attire 
from the 19th to the early 

20th century. 
When: Saturday, April 2, at 
4 pm
Where: King Manor Museum, 
150-03 Jamaica Ave, Jamaica
Cost: Free, but registrations 
are required. E-mail 
programs@kingmanor.org
Contact: (718) 206-0545
Website: www.kingsmanor.
org

KIDS AND FAMILY

Hands-on-History: For the 
Birds — Join Literacy INC. 
for a story about birds, then 
make a bird feeder out of 
oranges for the feathered 
friends who live on the 
grounds at King Manor. 
When: Saturday, April 2, at 
1 pm
Where: King Manor Museum, 
150-03 Jamaica Ave, Jamaica
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 206-0545
Website: www.kingsmanor.
org

GALLERIES & EXHIBITS

“April Flowers”— This 
celebration of spring includes 
fl oral-themed paintings and 
sculptures by 22 artists. 
When: April 4 through April 
29, Opening reception, April 
9, from 2 - 4 pm

Where: Queens College Art 
Center, Rosenthal Library, Sixth 
Floor, 65-30 Kissena Blvd., 
Flushing
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 997-3771
Website: www.
kupferbergcenter.org

Marc Asnin’s “Uncle 
Charlie”— A show of 80 
photographs from renowned 
documentary photographer 
that explores his family and 
growing up in 1960s Brooklyn. 
When: Through April 10
Where: Queensborough 
Community College Art Gallery, 
222-05 56th Ave. Bayside
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 631-6396
Website: www.qcc.cuny.edu

Art in the Garden: Portraits 
of Tall Friends — Frank 
Buddingh’ and Carol Reid’s 
exhibition of sculptures and 
photographs celebrate the 
abstract beauty of trees. 
When: Through May 1
Where: Queens Botanical 
Garden, 43-50 Main St., 
Flushing
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 886-3800
Website: www.
queensbotanical.org

“Essence of Queens” 
Photography by Carlos 
Esguerra— Queens-based 

photographer Esguerra’s 
work grew out of an article 
he saw last year titled, “Why 
Queens is the NYC Borough 
You Can No Longer Ignore.”
When: Through May 8
Where: Voelker Orth Museum, 
149-19 38th Ave., Flushing
Cost: $2/suggested 
donations
Contact: (718) 359-6227
Website: www.vomuseum.
org

COMEDY
April’s Fools Laffaholics 
Comedy Show— Nearly a 
dozen comics, including Ray 
Dejon, TK Kirkland, Smokey 
Suarez, Meme Simpson and 
Marshall Brandon, take the 
stage for an evening of 
laughs. 
When: Saturday, April 2, at 
7 pm
Where: Milton G. Bassin 
Performing Arts Center at York 
College, 94-45 Guy R. Brewer 
Blvd., Jamaica
Cost: $20 - $75
Contact: (718) 262-3750
Website: www.york.cuny.edu

Open Mic at Rapture 
Lounge — All musicians, 
poets, writers, singers-
songwriters, comedians and 
performance artists are 
welcome. Sign-up at 8 pm.

When: Mondays, 8:30 pm to 
10 pm
Where: Rapture Lounge, 34-27 
28th Ave., Astoria
Cost: No cover, $10 minimum
Contact: (718) 626-8044
Website: www.
rapturelounge.com

Astoria Comedy All Stars 
— Ben Rosenfeld hosts 
fi ve different comics each 
week. Comics range from 
underground NYC acts to 
nationally touring headliners. 
The show is absolutely free, 
no cover charge and no drink 
minimum.
When: Tuesdays, 8 pm
Where: On the Rox Lounge, 
43-03 Broadway, Astoria 
Contact: Ben Rosenfeld, 
ben@bigbencomedy.com
Website: bigbencomedy.
com/blog/archives/astoria_
comedy_all_stars

The Regulars Comedy Show 
— Every Wednesday night New 
York’s up-and-coming and 
already arrived comedians 
hang out and tell jokes at The 
Creek & The Cave.
When: Wednesdays, 10 pm
Where: The Creek & The 
Cave, 10-93 Jackson Ave., 
Long Island City
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 706-8783
Website: www.creeklic.com

Continued from Page 52 

Arts



TIMESLEDGER, MARCH 25-31, 201656    TIMESLEDGER.COMBT FT TL

BY MADINA TOURE

The Modell’s store in down-
town Flushing is the first in 
Queens and in New York City 
to open a clearance center at 
the same location as part of a 
pilot program. 

The center’s entrance is lo-
cated on Roosevelt Avenue be-
tween Main and Prince streets. 
The main entrance of the store 
is on Main Street between 39th 
and Roosevelt avenues.  

Items at the center range 
from $19.98 to $99.98, accord-
ing to Orlando Hernandez, 
who has been the store’s gen-
eral manager for the past 15 
years and has been working at 
the Flushing Modell’s store for 
more than 22 years.

Hernandez said shoppers 
can get good discounts at the 
center, noting that shoes that 
typically cost $130 are sold for 
$99.98 in the center. 

“In this economy, every-
body looks for a sale,” he said. 
“When they see clearance, it 
attracts customers.”

He said Mitchell Modell, 
CEO of Modell’s Sporting 
Goods, came up with the idea 
but could not speak to what 
sparked it. 

“That was his brainstorm,” 
he said. “He just came up (with 
it) and he did it.” 

Although other Modell’s 

locations in the country have 
already opened a clearance 
center, the Flushing store is 
the only one in the city to have 
the center. 

Customers venturing into 
the store on Tuesday morning 

seemed surprised to discover 
it, with a few remarking that it 
was their first time shopping 
at the center.

Manhattan resident Si-
lenny McNamara, 36, said 
she came upon the center af-
ter she went shopping at BJ’s 
Wholesale Club at the Shops at 
SkyView Center and decided 
to stop by and check it out.

She was immediately 
drawn in by the lower prices. 

“A shirt for $15? That’s 
awesome! Pants for $15? Are 
you kidding me?” McNamara 
exclaimed, also excited at the 
sight of an Under Armour un-
dershirt for $10. 

“They have clothes for ev-
erybody, for adults and chil-
dren,” she added.

Nick Mirisis, 50, of Whites-
tone, said he is a diehard Mod-
ell’s fan, and often shops at the 
store.

“I’m going to try to scope 
out some guy stuff,” Mirisis 
said. “So far, so good. The pric-
es look good.”

Modell’s does not plan to 
open another clearance cen-
ters in the city until they see 
how it pans out at the Flushing 
store. 

“It’s like a test to see how 
this one does and if this one 
does good, others will be com-
ing,” he said.

Center for the Women of New York 
— The organization celebrates its 
29th anniversary with this luncheon 
honoring a dozen individuals whose 
work promotes the achievements 
of women. The program includes 
a networking reception, awards 
ceremony, silent auctions and raffl es 
and entertainment. 
When: Saturday, April 16, at noon
Where: Douglaston Manor, 63-20 
Commonwealth Blvd., Douglaston
Cost: $125
Contact: (718) 793-0672
Website: www.cwny.org

Powerful You! Women’s Network —  A 
new Queens chapter of the national 
organization that empowers and 
supports women in their business, 

personal and spiritual lives.
When: Third Tuesday each month, noon 
to 2 pm
Where: Giardino, 44-37 Douglaston Pkwy., 
Douglaston
Cost: Members and fi rst-time attendees 
$30, nonmembers $40; includes lunch
Contact: Gayle Naftaly, gnaftaly@
accessoffi ce.net, (718) 217-0009
Website: powerfulyou.com

Power Networking Group —  Led by 
Harvey G. Beringer
When: Every Wednesday, 7 am
Where: Jackson Hole Diner, 35-01 Bell 
Blvd., Bayside
Cost: $10 for breakfast
Contact: Harvey G. Beringer at HGBCPA@
aol.com or (718) 423-0427

BNI T.N.T. (The Networking Titans) 
Weekly Meeting —   BNI is a business and 
professional networking organization that 
allows only one person per professional 
classifi cation or specialty to join a 
chapter. BNI provides positive, supportive 
and structured environment to further 
business through word of mouth 
marketing. Contact chapter president 
Martin Koos to arrange a visit.
When: Thursdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Clearview Park Golf Course, 202-12 
Willets Point Blvd., Bayside
Contact: Martin Koos (516) 488-8877, 
Ext. 15

BNI Peak Professionals Chapter 
—  BNI is a business and professional 
networking organization that allows 
only one person per professional 

classification or specialty to join 
a chapter. BNI Provides positive, 
supportive and structured 
environment to further business 
through word of mouth marketing. 
Contact Lydie Pellissier, chapter 
president, to arrange a visit.
When: Wednesdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Fame Diner, 176-19 Union Tnpk., 
Fresh Meadows
Contact: Lydie Pellissier, (718) 276-
8986
Website: bniouterboros.com

Astoria 
Bank has 
pr omot e d 
B l a n c a 

Rojas to 
vice presi-
dent in the 
b a n k i n g 
d i v i s i o n 
and branch 
m a n a g e r 
at its Beechhurst location on 
10th Avenue in Whitestone. 

Rojas, a resident of Jamaica, 
recently served as assistant 
manager at the bank’s South 
Franklin branch in Valley 
Stream. 

Business

BUSINESS CALENDARPEOPLE

Follow us on Facebook:
facebook.com/timesledger

The Modell's store in Flushing (top) 
is the first to open a clearance 
center in New York City. Shoppers 
will find thousands of items priced 
below $100 at the new center. 

Photos by Madina Toure

Prices take hit at Flushing Modell’s
Sporting goods giant opens its fi rst New York City clearance center on Roosevelt Avenue
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1Cannot be combined with prior purchases, other offers, or coupons. Offer not available in all areas. Discount applied by retailer representative at time of contract 
execution and applies to minimum purchase of 4 or more windows and/or patio doors as part of Instant Rewards Plan which requires purchase during initial visit 
to qualify. 0% APR and no payments for 12 months available, subject to qualifying credit approval. Not all customers may qualify. Higher rates apply for customer 
with lower credit ratings. Interest accrues but is waived if the purchase amount is paid in full within 12 months. Financing not valid with other offers or prior 
purchases. Renewal by Andersen retailers are independently owned and operated retailers, and are neither brokers nor lenders. All financing is provided by third-party 
lenders unaffiliated with Renewal by Andersen retailers, under terms and conditions arranged directly between the customer and such lender, which are subject to 
credit requirements. Renewal by Andersen retailers do not assist with, counsel or negotiate financing, other than providing customers an introduction to lenders 
interested in financing. NJ Consumer Affairs License #: 13HV01541700. NYC Consumer Affairs License#: 1244514. Nassau Consumer Affairs License #: 
H0810150000. Suffolk Consumer Affairs License #:43991-H. NYC 1307704. Rockland County License#:H-11942-07-00-00. Renewal by Andersen of Central/
Northern NJ and Long Island are independently owned and operated affiliates operating in the NJ/NY metropolitan area. “Renewal by Andersen” and all other marks 
where denoted are marks of Andersen Corporation. ©2016 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. ©2016 Lead Surge LLC. All rights reserved.

This isn’t one of those ‘limited time’ offers  
that’s not really limited; we’re only offering  
this discount and SmartSun™ glass upgrade 
for 31 days.1

There are limited appointments available, 
and you must book yours before 

March 31st…

Renewal by Andersen is the replacement 
window division of Andersen; there isn’t a 
more trusted window company in the country.  

Interest 
NO NO NO

Money Down Payments

for 1 year1

Offer available with our Instant Product Rewards. Minimum purchase of 4 or more windows and/or patio doors at time of initial visit. Financing provided by third parties 
and is subject to credit requirements. Interest accrues during the promotional period but all interest is waived if the purchase amount is paid in full within 12 months.

SAVE $300 

on every window1 
SAVE $825 

on every patio door1 

window &  
patio door

SALE ENDS MARCH 31ST!

sale
31 DAY 

1-800-400-0807
Call now to book your FREE Window Diagnosis

BONUS! 
Includes upgrade to  

our SmartSunTM Glass 
to help keep your home even more comfortable
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a community engagement 
process—including pre-de-
cision public hearings—for 
new flight paths or proce-
dures or changes to existing 
flight paths and procedures.

Another mandates that the 
FAA use other noise metrics 
when evaluating the effect of 
aviation noise and reduce the 
acceptable noise threshold 
for homes and businesses in 
the flight paths. 

Other recommendations 
include clarifying that air-
port operators are legally al-
lowed to carry out and should 
strongly consider noise relief 
options in communities that 
experience aircraft noise 
levels below the current 
threshold, enabling the FAA 

to short-circuit the environ-
mental review process when 
implementing new flight 
paths and requiring indepen-
dent research on the health 
effects of aviation noise.  

Crowley said the flying 
public deserves a long-term, 
full reauthorization package 
that both stabilizes the FAA 
and addresses noise pollu-
tion. 

“For too long, the sur-
rounding communities of our 
airports have had to endure 
the deafening roar of air-
planes and the toll it’s taken 
on them is reflected in the 
deterioration of their health 
and quality of life,” Crowley 
said. 

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4566.

members of the NYPD, Cus-
toms and Border Protection 
and Allegiance Protection 
Group, a private investigation 
and security firm, conducted 
a partial inspection of a ship-
ping container at the Port 
Newark Container Terminal, 
addressed to Hu, Brown con-
tinued.

The container had numer-
ous boxes containing phony 
Apple watches and generic 
headphones, earbuds and 
speakers, Brown said.

On March 15, the container 
was delivered to the loading 
dock of CubeSmart, a self-stor-
age facility in Flushing, and 
eight individuals, including 
the four defendants, unloaded 

the merchandise from the con-
tainer into a CubeSmart stor-
age bin and into a gray Toyota 
Sienna and the gray Toyota 
Sienna  operated by Wie, the 
DA said. 

Four court-authorized 
search warrants  conducted 
later that day at CubeSmart’s 
Delong Street loading area 
turned up 4,250 generic speak-
ers, 4,320 generic headphones 
and 339 Apple Watches, Brown 
said.

Eighteen boxes contain-
ing 604 generic speakers were 
also seized from the burgundy 
and grey Toyota Sienna vehi-
cles  and five boxes of generic 
speakers from the storage bin, 
Brown continued. 

A fifth court-ordered 
search warrant executed at 
Hu’s residence recovered 2,851 
assorted Beats headphones, 

1,070 miscellaneous Beats Pill 
speakers, 27 Apple watches, 
458 Beats earbud cases, 4,000 
Beats plastic logo caps and 
4,050 assorted Beats By Dre 
headphone boxes, according to 
Brown.

Hu told the police that he 
makes about $50,000 a year, 
has nine employees and gives 
them 50 percent of the sales, 
while Zhou said he had been 
working for Hu for a few 
months, helped put the prod-
ucts together at Hu’s house 
andwas paid $80 a day to load, 
unload, drive and sell prod-
ucts, Brown said.

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Precinct, said that the VICE 
Unit “will continue to ensure 
that the establishments are in 
compliance with regulations,” 
the council said.

On March 15, members of 
the Queens North VICE Unit 
visited 10 locations within 
the precinct’s coverage area, 
mostly in Flushing and  Whit-
estone and arrested 17 individ-
uals, the 109th Precinct Com-

munity Council wrote on its 
Facebook page the afternoon 
of March 16. 

 One individual was arrest-
ed at 10-17A 154th St., one at 
12-48C Clintonville St., one at 
12-52B Clintonville St. and one 
at 200-12 44th Ave., according 
to the police.

Seven people were arrested 
at 133-50 37th Ave., five at 202-
22 45th Ave. and another four 
at 36-41 Prince St., the NYPD 
said. Three days later, on 
March 18, members of the unit 
visited eight additional spa lo-
cations, the council said that 

night. One individual was ar-
rested at 132-20 40th Road, one 
at 135-20 40th Road, one at 135-
32 40th Road, one at 135-41 40th 
Road and one at 14-17 150th St., 
police said. 

Two were also arrested at 
12-49A 150th St., two at 12-58 
150th St., two at 14-09 150th St., 
three at 12-56 150th St. and an-
other three at 132-25 58th Road, 
officials said.

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

ration in every school district 
and to allocate $2.55 million to 
increase the number of Gifted 
and Talented programs in el-
ementary and middle schools 
located in New York City’s low-
income neighborhoods.

 DOE Deputy Press Secre-
tary Harry Hartfield agreed 
that the diversity gap needed 
to close.

“We look forward to work-
ing closely with our partners 
in Albany as we move for-
ward,” he said. “We plan to 
expand existing strategies 
and implement new tools to 
work towards the critical goal 
of greater diversity at these 
schools.”

Avella said he hopes the 
Legislature will include the 
funds for increased test prepa-
ration and new Gifted and Tal-
ented programs in this year’s 
budget. Without necessary 

changes, he said, the story will 
continue to be the same at the 
specialized high schools.

“The situation is not going 
to go away,” he said. “There is 
a problem, but we have a solu-
tion.”

Reach reporter Patrick 
Donachie by e-mail at pdonach-
ie@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

termined that meteorological 
conditions during the sum-
mer months in the United 
States could be conducive for 
mosquitoes carrying the vi-
rus to travel as far north as 
New York City, but cautioned 
that their analyses did not 
take into account precaution-
ary measures the country 
may take to inhibit the spread 
of the mosquitoes. 

According to the study’s 
models, by July there was a 
moderate risk of “potential 
abundance” of the mosqui-
toes in New York. Southern 
cities like Orlando and Mi-
ami were in the greatest dan-
ger of a high incidence of in-
fected mosquitoes during the 
summer.

 Cuomo’s six-step plan to 
combat the Zika virus in-
clude distributing 100,000 
larvicide tablets, which could 
be placed in standing water 
to repel mosquitoes. Cuomo 
also wants to establish rapid 
response teams in the event 
of a confirmed Zika case, 
and wants Zika protection 
kits distributed to pregnant 
women. The kits would in-

clude educational materials, 
insect repellant and condoms 
(the World Health Organiza-
tion cautioned earlier this 
month that the Zika virus 
may be more transmissible 
via sexual contact than was 
originally reported).

“Until we learn more, the 
best way to prevent micro-
cephaly is to keep pregnant 
women from being exposed 
to Zika by not traveling to af-
fected regions, using person-
al mosquito protection, and 
doing environmental mos-
quito control,” state Commis-
sioner of Health Dr. Howard 
Zucker said during the gover-
nor’s news conference March 
17. “Pregnant women should 
also use condoms or practice 
abstinence during pregnancy 
if their partner is at risk for 
Zika.”

There were 18 Zika pa-
tients in New York City as of 
March 18, the Health Depart-
ment said. All of the patients 
contracted the virus in other 
countries and all have made 
full recoveries, according to 
the city.

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail at 
pdonachie@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.
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Sports

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

ALBANY – Shamorie 
Ponds will have something 
else in common with coach 
Chris Mullin when he arrives 
at St. John’s this fall. 

The lefty guards from 
Brooklyn can both call them-
selves state Federation cham-
pions after Ponds’ Jefferson 
team beat Aquinas 72-65 for 
the programs first Class AA 
crown Saturday at the Times 
Union Center. Mullin, who a 
title with Xaverian in 1981, 
was going to hear about all of 
it soon. 

“That’s something we’ll 
have a conversation about,” 
Ponds said. 

He brought home some 
extra hardware after being 
named the tournament MVP. 
Ponds scored 21 of his game-
high 27 points in the second 
half of a semifinal victory 
over Long Island Lutheran. 
Foul trouble limited him in 
the title game, but he still 
scored 16 points and hit two 
key free throws down the 
stretch.

“It felt like dream come 
true,” Ponds said of winning 
it all. “It’s something I’ve 
wanted since my freshman 
year.”

It was just another mo-
ment in a season of them 
where the stage, the expecta-

BY TROY MAURIELLO

ALBANY—It was a famil-
iar feeling of heartbreak for 
Monsignor McClancy.

One year after the girls’ bas-
ketball team’s season ended on 
a buzzer beater in the CHSAA 
Class B city final against Good 
Counsel, McClancy’s year 
once again came down to the 
final shot.  

Except this time, it was a 
narrow miss at the buzzer that 
left the Crusaders stunned in 
disbelief. 

Trailing by one with 1.8 
seconds left in overtime, Mc-
Clancy senior star Taylor 
Aybar let go of a leaning shot 
right in front of her own bench. 
The shot clanked off the back-
board, off the rim, and out, 
leaving the Crusaders left to 
deal with a disappointing 61-
60 loss to Livonia (Section 5) 
in the state Federation Class B 
semifinals at the Times Union 
Center last Friday.

Aybar, who tied for the team 
lead with 17 points, seemed at 
a loss for words just minutes 
after the game as she tried to 
process just how her last-sec-
ond shot—which she believed 
was good—didn’t drop in.

“It felt good, I had the nice 
rotation,” she said. “It just hit 
the backboard. I really thought 
it was going in.” 

Her coaches believed so 
too, along with what felt like 
most of those in attendance in 
the area.

“The whole coaching staff 
looked and said ‘that’s got a 
great shot to go in,’” McClancy 
coach Dewey Hopkins said. 
“It’s just unfortunate for her, 
because she’s had a great ca-
reer at McClancy.”

One that a questionable foul 
call helped bring to an end. 

A three-pointer from Mc-
Clancy sophomore Kristina 
Krslovic (17 points) tied things 
up at 60-60 with 29.8 seconds 
left in overtime, but it didn’t 

stay that way for long. Molly 
Stewart, who led Livonia with 
20 points, drove to the basket 
and got to the foul line with 1.8 
seconds left after a question-
able foul was called on Garcia 
in the paint, fouling her out. 
She made just one shot from 
the charity strip to set up Ay-
bar’s near miss. 

“There’s nothing we can 
do, I’m not going to sit here 
and complain about the refs… 
but I thought it was an unfor-
tunate call at that time,” Hop-
kins said. 

Aybar, along with her fel-
low classmates, will have a 
thrilling final high school 
game to hang her hat on, even 
though the memory of its end-
ing will be bittersweet. 

Down 55-49 with 2:30 left in 
regulation, things were start-
ing to look bleak for the Cru-
saders’ title hopes. They had 
led by as many as eight in the 
third quarter, but foul trouble 

Continued on Page 61Continued on Page 61

McClancy’s senior star Taylor Aybar drives to the hoop during the state Federation Class B girls’ basketball 
semifinals. Photo by Ken Maldonado

Jefferson star and St. John’s commit Shamorie Ponds ended his ca-
reer by a state Federation Class AA title and a tournament MVP. 

Photo by Ken Maldonado

Crusaders get clipped
Overtime loss to Livonia ends McClancy’s season

Ponds caps career 
with championship
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

St. John’s chances for a 
run in the NCAA Tournament 
were over before they could 
get started. 

The Red Storm women’s 
basketball team was unable 
to dig out of a 19-point hole in 
the second quarter before ulti-
mately falling 68-57 to Auburn 
in their first-round game in 
Waco, Texas last Friday. St. 
John’s committed a season-
high 25 turnovers, which lead 
to 32 Tigers’ points.

“I thought the first quar-
ter they really affected us to 
open the game,” SJU coach 
Joe Tartamella told reporters 
post game. “Other than that 
I felt we held our own and ac-
tually played fairly even. But 
that first quarter bothered us 
a little bit.”

St. John’s, which trailed 
25-6 in the second quarter, 
gradually played its way back 
into the game. It cut the deficit 
to as little 37-34 on a Danaejah 
Grant jump near the midway 
mark of the third period, but 
that was as close as it would 
get.  

The Red Storm (23-10) could 
not make a big-enough run 

to even things up. St. John’s 
went scoreless for nearly four 
minutes, but the Tigers could 
only build their lead to 44-37 
going to the fourth quarter. 
An Aliyyah Handford jumper 
to open the final frame got SJU 
to within 44-39, but it was all 
Auburn after that.

“I think even when we were 
able to get a couple runs, we 
couldn’t sustain it,” Tartamel-
la said. “We would score twice 
and then we’d turn it over 
for points. It was kind of like 
a seesaw where we couldn’t 
really gain momentum over 
time.”

Grant scored a game-high 
25 points in her final col-
legiate contest on 10-of-19 
shooting, including four of 
her six tries from downtown. 
She also grabbed a team-high 
six boards. Fellow senior 
Handford also reached double 
figures in her final game at 
St. John’s, tallying 10 points, 
three rebounds and three as-
sists. Sandra Udobi added 
six points and Janiah McKay 
led Auburn (20-12) with 24 
points.

Handford and Grant end 
their careers as two of the best 
players in program history. 

Handford finishes as its all-
time leading scorer with 2,058 
points. Grant poured in 1,498 
points in just 92 career games 
in Queens, good enough for 
ninth all-time in school histo-
ry. The duo also helped to bring 
St. John’s its first Big East title 
since 1988 this season. 

“We came into this season 
and we set a goal for ourselves, 
so we tried to take it one step 
at a time,” Grant said. “Obvi-
ously, we didn’t end how we 
wanted to, but everyone in our 
locker room, everyone here, 
had given their all all season, 
and that’s what we set for our-
selves in the beginning.”

Tartamella knows Hand-
ford and Grant have left a leg-
acy and an imprint on the pro-
gram that will last even when 
they are gone.

“Their leadership, it may 
not be in words, it may be in 
how they play, and the tough-
ness that they bring, the con-
fidence that they give to oth-
ers,” he said. “Now it’s [the 
other players’] turn to have to 
step into the light and be able 
to take on the things that Ali-
yyah and Danaejah have been 
able to do for us over the last 
few seasons.”

ALBANY—Monsignor Mc-
Clancy deserved better it. It 
really did. 

Nothing will completely 
remedy the heartbreaking 
endings the girls’ basketball 
program’s seniors experienced 
each of the last two seasons, 
but there is a way to send them 
out the right way.

Last year, they lost at the 
buzzer in the CHSAA Class B 
city title game as juniors. This 
time around, they saw their ca-
reers come to a close on a high-
ly questionable foul call and a 
last-second shot by Taylor Ay-
bar that hit the backboard, and 
every part of the rim. But it 
never touched the net in over-
time of the Class B Federation 
semifinals at the Times Union 

Center last Friday.  
The final score: Livonia 61, 

McClancy 60

“We wanted it to be us this 
time, so we could have that 
happy ending,” Aybar said. 

The Crusaders are still 
winners—big ones at that—
after taking their program 

from a newbie as freshmen to 
Catholic state champions in 
four short years. It is time for 
McClancy to take the next step 
in the program’s maturation 
and allow the seven seniors 
to leave their team at a higher 
level than they found it. 

McClancy needs to play in 
Brooklyn/Queens Division I 
next season, or if the CHSAA 
decides to actually create an 
intersectional ‘A’ division, 
then put the squad there. There 
is no going back to Division II, 
however, after the Crusaders 
lost just one league game and 
ran through the CHSAA Class 
B state playoffs. They also beat 
five Class A schools during the 
regular season. 

“To see my team move up 
to A would be a great accom-
plishment, I’d be super proud, 
even though I wouldn’t be 
playing,” senior guard Kenia 
Garcia said. “I’d love to see 
them move up.”

Coach Dewey Hopkins 
said a move is in the works, 
but exactly what will happen 

Joseph 
Staszewski

■

Block
Shots

McClancy coach Dewey Hopkins, seen here instructing his team in the state Federation Class B tournament, 
plans on having his team playing at a higher classification next season. Photo by Ken Maldonado

Auburn guard Janiah McKay (33) drives against St. John’s guard 
Danaejah Grant (15) during the second half of a first-round women’s col-
lege basketball game in the NCAA Tournament. Photo by LM Otero/STF

Moving up will be the Crusaders seniors’ legacy

Red Storm loss fi nishes tournament run

Continued on Page 61
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BY TREY RODRIGUEZ 

Gaels come up short, 

despite Washington’s big 

effort: Former Pathways 
forward Jordan Washington 
played one his best games of 
the season, alongside A.J. Eng-
lish for Iona, in a losing effort 
against Iowa State.

Washington finished with 
26 points and 12 rebounds due 
to his ferocious effort in the 
paint, crashing the glass for 
five offensive rebounds. De-
spite his effort, No. 4-seeded 
Iowa State proved to be too 
much for No. 13 Iona, dealing 
the Gaels a 94-81 loss in the 
first round of the NCAA Tour-
nament March 17 in Denver.  

“I feel like I could have done 
more for my team. I tried,” 
Washington told reporters af-
ter the game. “We fought hard, 
we dug deep and we tried. 
That’s all I can say.”

Washington was coming off 
a 15-point, 13-rebound perfor-
mance in a victory over Mon-
mouth in the MAAC champi-
onship game, helping secure 
the Gaels’ invitation to the 
big dance. The duo of Wash-
ington and English carried 
the Gaels over Iowa State’s 
stingy defense, but it was not 
enough. English finished with 
28 points and 6 assists, a few of 
which resulted in Washington 
points.

“We knew it was going to 
be really challenging,” said 
Iona coach Tim Cluess. “When 
you play teams of this level, 
they have guys that are bigger, 
stronger and faster, that can 
play basketball.”

Senior Georges Niang led 
the way for the Cyclones with 
his 28 points and 6 rebounds. 
Iowa State’s defense set the 
tone early on, igniting an 11-0 
run in the first half that would 
give them an 11-5 lead and con-
trol of the rest of the game.

“Credit to them,” said 
Cluess. “Every time we made 
runs, except the last one which 

was predicated on people not 
playing the game, changing 
the momentum, I think they 
made big threes every time we 
made a run at them.”

Despite Washington’s suc-
cess slashing to the rim and 
crashing the offensive glass 
with his hustle, Iowa State’s 
size and athleticism really 
hurt the Gaels, resulting in 
13 turnovers and plenty more 
free throws for Iowa State.

Molloy alum Larranaga 

leads Miami to Sweet 16: 

Coach Jim Larranaga, who 
played basketball at Arch-
bishop Molloy, has his Hur-
ricanes team in the regional 
semifinals for the second time 
in five years. Third-seeded 
Miami barely escaped in a 79-
72 first round matchup with 
No. 14 Buffalo and then beat 
No. 11 Wichita State in the 

second round, 65-57 to set up 
their Sweet 16 faceoff with Vil-
lanova. Larranga was pleased 
with his team’s defense and re-
siliency against Wichita State.  

“I thought the way we 
played defense to start the 
game was unbelievable,” Lar-
ranaga told reporters. “It 
got us off to a great start, but 
of course they are a terrific 
team, and they made a great 
run at us, eventually took the 
lead. But these guys have great 
heart, and they really pulled 
together down the stretch, 
made some huge plays.”

Notes: Former Campus 
Magnet standout Kevin Mays 
scored 14 points and grabbed 
eight rebounds for No. 15-seed-
ed Cal-State Bakersfield in an 
first round loss to No. 2 Okla-
homa.  

Former Pathways player Jordan Washington (r) goes up for a basket 
for Iona over Iowa State forward Jameel McKay in a first-round NCAA 
Tournament game. AP Photo/Brennan Linsley

Queens NCAA roundup
tions and the hype were never 
too big. Ponds’ demeanor was 
perfect for handling all of it, 
something that should carry 
over when he deals with the 
buzz of finally arriving on 
campus at St. John’s. 

“He’s just a cool guy, man,” 
Jefferson coach Lawrence 
“Bud” Pollard said. “When 
everyone is going 110, he is 
going his speed and his pace 
and he is very effective.” 

He scored 23 points in 
his first game at Carnesecca 
Arena, had 31 points and 12 
rebounds at the Garden. He 
will get a second crack at 
the Barclays Center when he 
plays in the regional game of 
the Jordan Brand Classics on 
April 15.  

What he does is not the 
only special thing about him, 

but how he does it. 
There are long threes, 

mid-range jumpers, scoop 
and spinning layups with 
both of his hands and some 
old fashion, blue-collar put 
backs. 

“He’s so good from all 
three levels; deep three, mid-
range game and also finish-
ing moves with both hands,” 
LuHi coach John Buck said. 
“He’s such a gifted scorer.”

The low-key, humble 
Ponds isn’t going to add to 
more high expectations for 
his time with the Red Storm, 
simply saying: “College is a 
whole other ballgame.” 

Nothing that he’s already 
accomplished means any-
thing in his eyes once he puts 
on a St. John’s jersey.

“I’m just going to start 
over from scratch,” Ponds 
said. “Get in the gym and 
work everyday.”

for Aybar and Kenia Garcia 
(15 points) forced them to the 
bench and opened the door 
for a comeback for Livonia 
(24-5) going into the fourth. 

McClancy (24-5) was back 
within three in the final min-
ute, and a Garcia basket and 
a foul with 14.4 seconds re-
maining gave it a chance to 
tie the score at 55-55. 

Although Garcia missed 
the ensuing free throw, Stew-
art split a pair of free throws 
with 10 seconds left, and it 
proved a chance for Garcia to 
redeem herself. 

The senior forward 
banked in a shot off an in-
bounds play with 6.3 seconds 
left to tie the score at 56-56 
and send the game to over-
time after a Stewart heave at 

the buzzer just rimmed out.  
“That play, we just input 

it this week… we knew it 
was going to work, we had 
full confidence in it, and 
she [Garcia] got the job done 
there,” Hopkins said. 

Another last second hoop 
was not to be. 

Even with the loss, the 
McClancy seniors will all 
have exceptional careers to 
look back on. They helped 
build the Crusaders from 
their formation as a program 
four years ago into a CHSAA 
state champion that was a 
break away from a Federa-
tion final. 

“I’m very proud,” Aybar 
said, as she looked back on her 
high school career and then 
forward into the young pro-
gram’s future. “These girls, 
they have grown with us, and 
they’re going to take it far.”

is still uncertain. The move 
is needed not only from a 
competitive standpoint, but 
also to allow the program to 
grow with its seven return-
ing players and diocesan-
champion junior varsity. 

“I know these girls,”Aybar 
said. “They have grown with 
us and they are going to take 
it far.” 

Sure, McClancy will take 
some lumps next season. But 
it’s the only way for them 

to see the level they need to 
step up to, much like Bishop 
Loughlin did when it re-
turned to Division I.  

“The seniors brought us to 
another level,” Hopkins said.  

They should leave Mc-
Clancy at an even higher one 
on the way out. The group 
didn’t get the happy ending it 
hoped for on the court thanks 
to a bad whistle and near 
miss. They deserved better. 

Send them out like the 
winners they are by mov-
ing the program they helped 
build another step forward. 

Ponds

McClancy

Block shots
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5-year IRA CD: 2.05% APY*

10-year IRA CD: 2.55% APY*

7-year IRA CD: 2.25% APY*

*Terms & Conditions: New money only. Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is subject to change without notice and is accurate as of 3/21/16. The minimum/maximum CD opening 
deposit is $1,000/$500,000. Offer ends on 4/18/16 and is available at all of our branch locations. Penalties may apply for early CD withdrawals. This offer may be modified or 
withdrawn at any time without notice. Other restrictions may apply. Speak to a branch representative for additional details.

Open an Account Today! Stop by or Call Your Nearest Branch.

The 2015 IRA Contribution 
deadline is 4/18/16
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